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BOOK Tus THIRD: 


AN I aſſume courage enough to pur- 

ſue the thread of this hiſtory ?— 

can I look back. on its heart-piercing 
ſcenes withont renewing all my woes, and 
rearing open wounds which a ſucceſſion 
of years has ſcarce been able to cloſe ? 
All was now over with me. I had diſ- 
covered a glimpſe of happineſs ! But is 
it formed for poor humanity ?—can . we 
ſnatch it through the croud of obſtructions 
Vol. II. =. which 
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which ſurround it? Our every ſtep to- 
wards it being an impediment to our pur- 
ſuit. Never was enterprize better con- 
certed than mine, never was ſcheme more 
guarded by ſecrecy, or more likely to 
be attended with ſucceſs; yet one fatal 
moment © deſtroyed all my hopes and 
taught me to feel the imbecility of hu- 
man prudence. 


The affiduities of the domeſtics who 
had entered my apartment on the-ſound- 
of my bell, reſtored me to ſenſibility, 
But my only ſenſation was grief. Plunged 
into a kind of diſtraction and delirium 
by deſpair, I now called on Julia—I 
called on her father. Avenge yourſelf ! 
cried I, and, puniſh me! I have robbed 
| you of all that's valuable, and have loſt 
all that's dear to me! My foul being. 
overwhelmed by the calamities of the 
preſent, ſhrunk from it with horror, and 


returned to the 10 all my uncle had 
ſaid 
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ſaid to me, the advice he had given me, 
the arguments he had made uſe of to in- 
duce me to ſubdue my growing paſſion, 
and the fatal effects he predicted of its 
indulgence, now ruſhed into my mind, 
and redoubled all its anguiſh, The do- 
meſtics ſtared at me, without compre- 
hending my meaning, or knowing how 
I came to be in ſuch a condition; and 
after having paſſed the day in this quiet 
manner, ran to inform my uncle. He 
came to me immediately, but could get 


nothing from me except incoherent ex- _ 


preſſions ; all I ſaid was either dolorous 
or terrible; and the dead! tombs! and 
Julia! were blended together in an in- 
explicable manner. | 


M. de Merville ſtood by my bed ſide, 
and heard my rhapſodies with aſtoniſn- 
ment, not being able to comprehend one 
fſuyllable of what I ſaid; though the 

deſpair and anguiſh with which I ſeemed 
| B 2 poſſeſſed, 


& EFFECTS or ruf PASSIONS, | 


poſſcſſed, greatly diſtreſſed and terrified 
him. Alas! he knew not the fatal ſenſe 
my words contained, 


I paſſed the night in this diſtracted 


manner; but the following day ſeemed 
to abate my tranſports. The cordials of 


Vilſon, who returned to me as ſoon as 
poſſible, and the ſkill of the phyſicians 
called in, ſeeming to have produced theſe 


Be effects. Copious bleedings, which were 


neceſſary in order to quell the impetuo- 
ſity and fury of my blood, and which 
almoſt reduced me to death's door, at 


length reſtored my reaſon. The firſt 
objects which ſtruck me, were my bed, 


my chamber, my uncle and Vilſon in 


tears. I looked at them with a gloomy 


countenance, where abſence of mind was 
ſtrongly marked, wiſhing to diſcoyer 
how I came there. You weep, Sir! ſaid 


Ito my uncle. Ah! it is for me to 


weep! after the commiſſion of a crime 
that 
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hat nothing can ever efface ! O: Vilſon'! 
O my friend! where is Julia? then re- 
lapſing again into delirium, what is be- 
come of her? where am I myſelf? I now | 
broke out into the moſt bxter lamenta- 
tions, my imagination being again for- 
cibly ſtruck by all that had happened. 
My uncle and Vilſon trembled, but would 
not ſpeak to me; and the former, terri- 
fied at what he ſaw, dared not interrogate 
Vilſon, who was, in the mean time too 
much affected to explain this myſtery. 
Every thing was therefore attributed to 
my grievous malady and. diſordered ima- 
gination. | 


In vain did my uncle preſs me in his 
arms, in vain did he endeavour to mo- 
derate my tranſports, and conjure me 
not to embitter his old age; in vain did 
my friend Vilſon join in his ſupplications; 
I was loſt to all ſenſations except that 
waich totally engroſſed me, and was no 
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| longer myſelf. I paſſed the day in this 
condition, and the following night 


e me no relief. 


While I was in this ſtate of tumult and 


difiratiion ; ; while my uncle was plunged 
into deſpair at my ſituation, and Vilſon 


was lifting up his eyes to heaven in an 
agony of grief; a ſcene equally terrifying 
paſſed at the Convent ;—a ſcene which 
in its conſequences threatened me with 
deſtruction ! | 


On the day which ſucceeded the demo- 


lition of all my hopes, the Nuns aſſem- 
bled, not in the leaſt ſurprized at the ab- 


ſence of Julia at midnight; as ſhe had, 


(according to my directions) aſked leave 


to collect herſelf for the approaching ſo- 


lemnity; an indulgence they thought 

neceſſary to grant her: but their prayers 

being ended, they began to be alarmed, 

went to her chamber, and found it faſ- 
a tened; 
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| tened; knocked ſeveral times; and lif- 
tened without ſucceſs, every thing being 
ſilent there. The Superior now appeared, 
and called on Julia, commanding her to 
open the door; but no anſwer was given, 
and all was ſtill. An hour having paſſed 
in vain conjectures, the door was at 
length broke open; but no Julia was to 
be found. What can have become of 
the Novice? cried they all in a breath: 
Where can ſhe be > They now ſearched 
throughout the Convent, entered into 
every cell, inveſtigated every place, and 
found all the doors faſtened as uſual: 
the garden gate had not yet been opened, 
and they knew the walls were too high to 
admit of any ladder being placed againſt 
them. All theſe reſearches redoubled 
their conſternation : they called aloudz 
they ran up and down; and the whole 
community Was in an uproar. : 


The time for the concluſion of the ce-. - 
temony being come, the Grand Vicar, 
B 4 followed 
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followed by M. d'Erlet, arrived. The 
Superior and all the Nuns with one voice 
informed them that Julia was not to be 
found, and that they knew not what was 
become of her. The Grand Vicar ſeemed 
greatly ſurprized; and the Nuns trem- 
bled; all the promiſed riches to the Con- 
vent being loſt. The monſter who bore 
the name of father, plunged into deſpair 
at having his vengeance thus diſappointed, 
obtained leave to enter into the Convent 
with the Grand Vicar, He flew to his 
daughter's chamber, examined all her 
cloaths, and by chance found one of my 
letters, a letter Julia had forgot to burn 
among the reſt. He opened it in a 
hurry, hoping it might contain ſomething 
to corroborate his ſuſpicions; but found 
nothing in it except the bitter complaints 
| of a lover at the abſence of her he adores, 
| accuſations of the barbarian who was the 
cruel cauſe of his misfortunes, and fruit- 
leſs wiſhes. As this letter was old, they 
| ſearched 
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ſearched for more, but to no purpoſe, 
the vigilance of Julia having diſappointec 
all their malice. M. d'Erlet, tho' enraged 
at not being able to make any diſcovery 
that might elucidate this myſterious af- 
fair, made no doubt of my having carried 
off his daughter, and thoſe who had 
accompanied him in his ſearch were of 
the fame opinion. The difficulty now 
lay in diſcovering the means by which I 
had effected my purpoſe : they again 
| ſearched the Convent; and finding no 
way of eſcape there, M. d'Erlet returned 
to his own houſe : here he made enquiries 
whether ] had appeared in the town, and 
was informed I was very ill. He had 
heard this agreeable news before, and had 
rejoiced in the miſery he had occaſioned; 
but he now fancied it was a pretended 
ilneſs, invented to divert his ſuſpicions, ' 
and that I was really abſent. 


He directed a man on whom he could | 
rely, to go to my uncle's hauſe, and en- 
| Bs deavour 
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denver to aſcertain the truth of the re- 
port circulated about my illneſs; and 


taking advantage of the diſorder which 


reigned in the houſe, he came to my bed 
ſide, to be convinced of my ſituation, 
He heard me, with ſobs and tears, and 
an univerſal tremor, call on the name of 
Julia, and add that I had loſt her for 


ever! but as the fatal ceremony was to 


have been completed that day, he could 


draw nothing further-from what I ſaid, 
than the deſpair and anguiſh of a lover 
at being deprived of her he loved. 


The emiſſary now returned to him who 


had ſent him, and M. d' Erlet trembled 
with rage at his diſappointment. He 
wiſned to commence a ſuit againſt me 


for having carried off his daughter, and 
robbed a Convent; either of which crimes, 


if proved, would have been capital. But 

time delayed his vengeance, and gave 

him pain: he had however ſtill the ſatis- 
faction 
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faction of knowing I was within his reach, 
and that J could not eſcape him, as my 
illneſs prevented my flight. He now re- 
doubled his enquiries, and was happy 
enough to meet with the men who waited 
for me with the chaiſe and horſes, whom 
he inſtantly interrogated, and by money ' 
extorted the truth from them : but all 
their evidence amounted only to my hav- 
ing hired and paid them for their atten- 
dance at a certain place, to which I never 
came. He now prevailed on theſe men 
to accompany him to the place appointed, 
and ſoon arrived at the ſpot where we 
were to have embarked, He diſcovered 
the boat which I had beſpoke and kept 
in readineſs, and ordered the boatman to 
be queſtioned : they anſwered they were 
detained there in order to convey me to 
a ſhip which had ,waited for me all the 
preceding night at the diſtance of half a 
mile, and which had failed about noon, 


The 
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The moment d*Erlet had received this 
happy intelligence, he ſent for proper 
people to take down the boatmen's depo- 
ſitions ; and being armed with theſe par- 
I ticulars, and followed by theſe men, he 

returned to town, and flew to the Con- 

vent, where he accuſed me of being the 

cauſe of his daughter's abſence, yet won- 

dering at my imprudence in not having 

made my eſcape, and applauding himſelf 

for his ſagacity. He now exhorted the 

whole community to join with him in 

| proſecuting a villain who had polluted 
; their ſacred walls; and puniſh him as he 
| © * deſerved, by compelling him to an ample 
and ſtriking reparation ; adding that he 
would himſelf defray the expences of the 
law ſuit. To this ſcheme the Nuns rea- 
dily conlented ; and M. d*Erlet imme- 
diately lodged a complaint in his own 

{ name and that of the whole community, 

* againſt me. | 
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During theſe tranſactions I remained 
in a dreadful ſtate : my uncle never quit- 


ted me; and my delirium ſtill continued, 


tho' attended by leſs violent effects. I 
had indeed ſome intervals of reaſon; but 
theſe being marked by an exceſs of an- 
ouiſh, redoubled my miſery ; my hag- 
gard eyes rolled with unmeaning wild- 
neſs; and my ſoul, engroſſed by its own 
gloomy ideas, thought no ſurrounding 
object worthy it's attention. 


” 


A ſtranger now coming to the door of 


M. de Merville, preſented a letter to one 
of his people, and charging him to deli- 


ver it, immediately diſappeared. My 


uncle having received and opened it, 
read as follows : * 


* Regard for a reſpectable Magiſtrate, 
whoſe ſituation I pity, induces me to ac- 
quaint him with very intereſting particu- 
lars: Julia is not to be found in her Con- 

| vent; 
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vent; they are ignorant of her fate, but 
certain of her flight, and accuſe your 
nephew of being the cauſe. They are in 
poſſeſſion of proofs difficult to be evaded. 
M. d'Erlet calls loudly for his daughter; 

and the religious community are diſtreſ- 
ſed. I ought to have withheld this in- 
telligence, and to have done my duty; 
but your virtues and my friendſhip have 
extorted it from. me, Take your mea- 
ſures ;—delay not a moment if M. de 
Floricourt be guilty.” 


As M. de Merville (amazed and terri- 
| fied at the contents of this letter) broke 
out into an exclamation of grief, I raiſed 
myſelf up in my bed, and looking at him 
with terror, cried out, my uncle! De- 
lighted at my recollection of him, he 
came to my bed- ſide, and ſhewed me the 
letter; thinking it would give me plea- 
fure to be informed of the ſtrange event 
which had retarded the profeſſion of Julia. 

But 


EFFECTS or vas PASSIONS 1g 


But it happened far otherwiſe ; this letter 
only adding new pangs to thoſe which I 
already ſuffered : my. ſtrength forſook 
me, and I could only ſay that I had not 
taken away Julia, tho' I ardently wiſhed. 
to have done ſo. M. de Merville, after 
having brought me again to myſelf, haſ- 
tened out, aſking me no queſtions, being 
totally engroſſed by reflection, and bens 
on taking the neceſſary ſteps for my ſafety 
and juſtification. My friend Vilſon, to 
whoſe care he left me, had not yet dared 
to inform him of what had paſſed ; fear- 
ful of wounding the ſenſibility of an old 
man who adored me and eſteemed Julia, 
whoſe unhappy fate muſt have P 
him into deſpair. 


M. de Merville had but juſt quitted 
me, wherr ſome officers of juſtice, ſent 
by M. d' Erlet, entered the houſe; and 
tho* on coming to my apartment they 


found me in a dying condition, they in- 
liſted 
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fiſted on doing their duty. In vain did 


Vilſon and the domeſtics oppoſe their in- 


humanity ; in vain did they intreat, in 
vain did they urge them to defer their 


_ cruel purpoſe till the Preſident's return; 
nothing could prevail againſt the liberal 


donations of my enemy, whoſe vengeance 
theſe men were reſolved to execute. They 
tore me from my bed, wrapped me up 


in a mattraſs, and conveyed me into a 


dark priſon, where they left me on ſome 


ſtraw, and where, by dint of obſtinacy 
and perſeverance, Vilſon and my * 


clan followed me. 


The moment my uncle was informed 
of what had happened, he , flew. to the 
place of my confinement, and on the 
goaler's ſhewing him his orders revoked 
them; the reſpe& in which he was held, 
and his authority, juſtifying his proceed- 


ure. He ordered me to be removed into 


a more commodious place; my miſerable 
condition 
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condition requiring both attention and 
ſuccour; and this being done, he flew to 
the judges who had given orders for my 
being arreſted, deſiring they would ſend 

me back to his houſe, where he pledged 
his honor they ſhould find me. To this 
they would have readily conſented, had 
not M. d'Erlet, trembling with rage, 
and exclaiming againſt injuſtice, inſiſted 
on my remaining in cloſe confinement : 
they however remonſtrated againſt my 
remaining in the dungeon in which I had 
been placed, urging. that it muſt neceſſa- 
rily endanger my life, Tho? the hatred 
and rage of M. d'Erlet would have 
prompted him to Jet me remain there, as 
my death was what he wiſhed for; yet 
the hopes of preſerving my life for a time, 
in order to ſee me end it ſhamefully on 
a ſcaffold, was the height of his ambition, 
and induced him to conſent to a removal 
which prolonged ny exiſtence. 


I Nn 
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I remained in priſon a month, totally 


engroſſed by the recollection of my miſ- 


fortune, continually deploring what I had 
loſt, accuſing myſelf with being the cauſe, 
and filling the diſmal place with lamenta- 
tions. My uncle was with me inoeſſantly; 
bewailing my condition, joining in my 
tears, and never quitting me but to ſo- 
licit in my favor. His entreaties and 
exhortations at length forced a paſſage to 
my heart, an interval of reaſon ſuggeſting 
to me what this generous old man ſuffered 
on my account. I ſaw him pale, dejected, 


and diſmayed at my condition; felt all 


I owed him; accuſed myſelf of ingrati- 


tude; and reſolved to make an effort to 


conceal my grief. | 


Do not forſake me my ſon ! ſaid he 
often. Do not I beſeech you, rend from 
me the only conſolation of my days! the 
only object that attaches me to life | Be- 
hold your uncle !--your father! who 
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| has placed all his happineſs in you, en- 


feebled by age and your misfortunes, 


languiſhing in bitterneſs of ſpirit. Can 
you conſent to deprive him of life, by 
perſiſting in your affliction can you 
ſtrike the blow that ſends him to the 
grave? Be generous | be my friend! be 
my ſon! 


| This pathetic ſpeech, this heart piercs 

ing language, at length brought me to- 
myſelf, I trembled at what I had made 
him ſuffer; implored his forgiveneſs; 
promiſed to live; and to make him happy. 


My affair nevertheleſs went on- with. 
unremitted attention. M. d*Erlet, who 
neglected nothing that was neceſſary for 
my condemnation, called loudly for his. 
daughter; and all the refearches made, 
only ſerved to criminate me, on whom 
their ſuſpicions fell. My uncle, though 
he trembled at interrogating me on the 
ſubject, 
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fubject, now found it abſolutely neceſſary 
to do fo; but with what care and cau- 
tion did he aſk me for a recital ſo dreads 


ful to me, and yet ſo neceſſary for my 


ſafety. How did he ſooth my heart by 
his gentleneſs ; and what tenderneſs and 
affection did he ſhew me. He ſucceeded 
at laſt; and I related to him the fatal 
ſtory. Far from oppreſſing me by en- 
tering into every minute particular of 
this horrible event, he paſſed ſlightly 
over the moſt diſtreſſing parts, endea- 
voured to ſupport me under the preſſure 
of the cruel recollection, and by a ſecret 
but a powerful art, conſoled me. How 
few are there who in probing our wounds, 
do it with ſo tender an hand! - how few 
know how to avoid thoſe two ſenſible 


parts, which cannot be touched withous 


renewing our agonies ! 


Though M. de Merville ſnuddered at 


my. recital, he would not add to my diſs 
-. eels 
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treſs by condemning the folly of my 
unhappy enterprize ; thinking the loſs 
of Julia, and my conſequent affliction, a. 
ſufficient puniſhment. I now again bit- 
terly reproached myſelf with being the 
cauſe of the dreadful cataſtrophe, 1 
have done all you predicted, my dear 
uncle! exclaimed I. I have deftroyed 
the life of her I adored, and have prepa- 
red her tomb !—what could the utmoſt 
hatred have done more? 


As M. de Merville now preſſed me in 
his arms, wept over me, and compelled 
me to return his carreſſes, my grief was 
ſuſpended; and he now made me ſenſi- 
ble how neceſſary it was to conceal every 
circumſtance of this fatal ſtory ; not on 
my own account, as I was careleſs of my 
ſafety, but on his; his ſecurity and even. 
his life depending on my filence. He 
| knew my feelings; he knew how much 
I loved him, and what a powerful influ- 

1 ence 
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ence gratitude had over me: he therefore 
pleaded not in vain; I conſented to all 
he aſked; and he retired to ruminate on 
the lights T had given him. He then 
conſulted with Vilſon, who informed him 
of the precautions he had taken to pre- 
vent all traces of this unjuſtifiable affair; 
and they drew up a writing in which 
- they ſet forth my ſituation the evening 
before the abſence of Julia, and the impro- 
bability of my not immediately abſcond- 
ing had I been concerned in the affair; 
as I ſhould naturally be the firſt perſon 
juſpected. This paper, which was pre- 
ſented by my uncle, contained excuſes 
in my favor, and motives of defence; 
but by no means invalidated the evidence 
of the men whom I had kept in readineſs 
and paid. 


I now grew better, and was Won to 
appear before the judges as a criminal; 


one of whom came to queſtion me in pri- 
ſon, 
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fon, his followers attending to ſet down 
my anſwers; but all he could get from 
me was, that Julia was loſt to me; that 
I wiſhed to have carried her off, had my 
ſcheme been practicable; and that I bit- 
terly regretted the impoſſibility of it, 
Theſe anſwers by no means ſatisfying the 
judge, as they led to no elucidation, he 
aſked me in a reſolute tone of voice what 
was become of Julia? That I am ignorant 
of, anſwered I, tears rolling from my 
eyes in quick ſucceſſion, and my aſſumed 
courage giving way to my feelings. I had 
on this occaſion exerted all the ſprings of 
my ſoul, and had ſtretched every nerye 
to oblige my uncle ; but I could now no 
longer ſuſtain the painful conflict, my 
reſolution oppoſed to my affliction being 
ſimilar to a ſlight cord employed in raiſ- 
ing a great weight, which being extended 
moves the weight and is broken; thus is 
every great effort of the ſoul attended by 
a conſequent more terrible languor. The 
judge 
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judge wiſhed to queſtion me further; but 


I fainted away, and he quitted me. 


The mercileſs d'Erlet, ever inflamed 


by hatred and revenge, now deſired I 
might be more cloſely confined ; and it 
was thought neceſſary to grant his requeſt 


as my accuſer was the father of Julia. 


All appearances were now againſt me; 
the judges ſigned the order for my further 
- confinement with tears of commiſſeration, 


and my uncle could ſcarce obtain per- 
miſſion to ſee me again. How many tears 
were ſhed by this good old man on the 
occaſion, —how many times did he exort 
me to perſevere in my filence, and aſſure 
me his life depended on it. This was 
enough for me; I heard, and I obeyed. 
We were now obliged to part, by the 
entrance of thoſe who were ſent to ſeparate 
us : we blended our tears, embraced each 
other, and my uncle departed in order to 


delay my judgment; flattering himſelf 


. that 
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that time and circumſtance might pro- 


duce ſome fayourable change. 


I paſſed eight a in my dungeon, 


engroſſed by my melancholy reflections, 
torn to pieces by the idea of Julia and 
her untimely death, and fortified by the 
recollection of my uncle, whoſe life de- 
pended on mine. I was at length ſent 


for, was loaded with chains, and con- 


ducted to the criminal chamber. My 
judges were aſſembled, and I appeared 
on the ſcllette'® before magiſtrates with 
whom I had a right to fit. While I trem- 
bled at my humiliation, they read me 
the long accuſations of M. d' Erlet, to 
which I made no anſwer, and the Pre- 
Aden thus addreſſed me. 
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don are not ignorant of our duty 
and ought to know your own. Do you 
love Julia d'Erlet ? Do I love her! ex- 
claimed I; alas my - paſſion is too well 
known by my misfortunes! and honours 
me too much to be denied! Have you 


not taken ſteps—many ſteps to obtain 


her? You know the reſult, anſwered I; 
how many agonies, how many torments, 
would her barbarous father have ſpared 
me had he conſented to our union. Ju- 
lia would have been happy ; I ſhould 
have been happy ; and he would have 
been happy himſelf. Sobs and tears now 
ſtopt my utterance, the loſs I had ſuſ- 
tained preſenting itſelf to my mind in all 
its horrors. O Heavens! O Heavens! ex- 
claimed I at laſt; of what felicity am I de- 
prived! O death! thou art my only hope! 


Lou have carried her off, continued the 
judge. Would to God I had! exclaimed1; 
6. but alas What anſwer do you give to 

Þ fi * 
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the proofs alledged againſt you? continu- 
ed he; what do you ſay to the depoſitions 
of thoſe men you had hired? what uſe did 
you intend to make of the horſes and boat 
you kept in readineſs? I remained ſilent. 


The boatmen, who were now called 
for, and interrogated before me, confeſſed 
I had hired them. Did you know whe- 
ther the boat was intended for his own 
uſe ? ſaid the Preſident, We know no- 
thing of that, anſwered the men, as we 
were paid before hand. What did you 
mean to de with the boat? ſaid the 
Judge, addreſſing himſelf to me. The 
idea of my project, and the happy effects 
I had promiſed myſelf from its ſucceſs, 
now ſtriking my imagination, I put forth 
a cry of anguiſh, and exclaimed juſt Hea- 
ven! The Judge repeated his queſtions 
My ſcheme was, anſwered I, to convey 
Julia far from her barbarous oppreſſors, 
Ss -. 
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and to preſerve her from a cruel ſacri- 
fice; a ſacrifice equally culpable in her 
inhuman father, and the community 
which gave it ſanction, her diſguſt and 
averſion to the ſtate being well known, as 
ſhe had ſtrongly reſiſted all the ſeductive 
artsof the nuns. You were all witneſſes of 
my agonies and her deſpair at her aſſum- 
ing the habit; her heart diſavowing what 
her tongue was compelled to utter; I 
followed the dictates of humanity—]I fol- 
lowed the inſpiration of Heaven, which 
accepts not of compulſive ſacrifices. I 
thought M. d'Erlet had forfeited the 
rights of a father by his cruelty and op- 
preflion; I thought Julia ought to aſ- 
ſume her own, and ſhake off her ſubjec- 
tion to a tyrant. You have all condemned 
her father's conduct —his cruelty—his 
inhumanity do the laws juſtify bar- 
barians ? do they protect fathers like 
M. d'Erlet? — O you who are the arbi- 
trators of juſtice ! pronounce according 


(Q . 
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to your feelings! 1 ſee you pity me! 
I ſee you condemn the cruel man who 
has perſecuted me! On the point of 
| loſing Julia for ever, is there one among 

you who would not have adviſed me to 
prevent her loſs ? I had formed an happy 
ſcheme but alas ! I could not put it 
into execution! 


But where is Julia, who is not now to 
be found, reiterated the judge ? She pro- 
miſed me, anſwered I, that nothing but 
death ſhould ſeparate her from me—Ju- 
lia is Joſt to me—ſhe is loſt to all the 
world—death perhaps.—Ah judge of my 
innocence by my tears - my anguilh ! the 
intention cannot ſurely be puniſhable be- 
fore man! But nobody nevertheleſs knows 
what is become of Julia, ſaid my judges ; 
you are accuſed ; and you can only be ſo: 
you confels you wiſhed to carry her off; 
and you muſt produce ker again. Would 
to God I could do fo! exclaimed I. 


Cz The 
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The judges now entering into conſul- 
tation, I retired with the witneſſes, and 
returned lone, when the Preſident thus 
addrefſed me; We are unanimous in 
our opinions - your offence is of a very 
ſerious nature; nothing but your con- 
feſſion being wanting to prove your crime. 
You are condemned by the laws, and 
cannot be ignorant of the methods made 
uſe of by tribunals of juſtice to extort 
confeſſion from the guilty, and thoſe who 
would conceal the truth. We ought at 
this moment perhaps to apply the tor- 
ture; but we are affected by your miſ- 
fortunes, and give you time to reflect; 
we cannot forget your having once been 

among us, and feel a great repugnance 
at condemning a brother magiſtrate, and 
former friend: reflect Floricourt; reflect 
that your ſilence augments your crime.“ 
Saying theſe words he rang the bell, and 
I was immediately conveyed to the dun- 
geon reſerved for thoſe criminals who 
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were deſtined to the torture. In this 
place T remained many days, reffecting 
on my misfortunes, ſhuddering at the 
tortures with which I was threatened, 
and the ignominy to which I was expoſed, 
though quite unconcerned about my life. 
J was every evening viſited by one of the 
judges, who exhorted me to a confeſſion, 
which I conſtantly refuſed. In fine, faid 
one of them to me at laſt, after many 
fruitleſs endeavours to move me, this is 
the laſt time I ſhall exhort you; the pa- 
tience and forbearance of the judges is 
exhauſted ; prepare yourſelf for thoſe 
cruel tortures which we tremble at, but 
which we cannot help inflicting on the 


guilty, 


* 


As the habit of misfortune had ren- 
dered me callous, I was not in the leaſt 
affected by this ſpeech, and I now longed 
with a ſecret impatience for thoſe tortures 
which were to put a period to my life. 

| 8 I remained 
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] remained the reſt of the day and the 
following night in this ſtupid kind of 
tranquillity; but as a profound ſtillneſs 


' reigned around me great part of the en- 


ſuing day, I began to recolle& myſelf; 
prepared for the fatal moment; and yet 
trembled at the tortures which were to be 
inflicted on me: all my fortitude forſook 


me when J heard the bolts of my priſon 
door open, and a tear rolled down my 


cheeks; wretch | ſaid I mentally on the 
inſtant, doſt thou then tremble at rejoin- 
ing Julia! My reſolution now returned; 
I-armed myſelf againſt the fatal ſtroke, 


and looked with firmneſs towards the 
door of the dungeon. The goaler now 


entered, and informed me that I ſhould 
paſs this day free from pain; a circum- 
ſtance that gave me pleaſure, as I wiſhed 
for more time to ſtrengthen my reſolution. 
I paſſed thenight in endeavours to fortify 


myſelf againſt the fatal tortures ; but was 


the next ** taken back to my former 
priſon. 
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priſon, As I was aſtoniſhed at this new 
change, I aſked the cauſe. of it, and was 
informed by my goaler that my affairs 
had taken a favorable turn, though he 


was not at liberty to enter into partieu- 


lars, as ſilence was an eſſential part of 
his duty, | 


After I had exhauſted myſelf in vain 
conjectures, my judges came to my pri- 
ſon in the evening, accompanied by my 
uncle. Be free! ſaid they, taking off my 
chains; your innocence is manifeſt, and 
ve are convinced. We will repair the 
injuſtice we were compelled to do you, 
and will avenge your cauſe—you ſhall 
reaſſume your place among us; you ſhall 
be happy, beloved, and juſtified, and 
ſnall ſtill aid us by your counſels; ſaying 
this, they conducted me to my uncle's 
coach. 


r 18 
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I was aſtoniſhed at this unexpected 
change; and eagerly aſked by what 


ſtrange event my liberty was reſtored ? 


M. de Merville embraced me; and the 
magiſtrates who accompanied him were 
profuſe in their conceſſions ; making me 
a thouſand apologies for their conduct, 
and aſſuring me they were compelled to 
filence by my uncle, who had reſerved 
to himſelf the pleaſure of informing me 
of all that had happened, leſt the recital 
of circumſtances ſo painful to me might 
renew all my grief. I was conducted 
home in triumph by my judges and had 
the ſatisfaction of hearing myſelf ap- 
plauded by ſurrounding multitudes, who 


congratulated me on the occaſion, and 


thanked Heaven for delivering an inno- 
cent man on the point of deſtruction from 
the ſword of law. | 


The moment I was alone with M. de 
Merville I aſked with impatience how he 
| had 
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had obtained my liberty? he now ap- 
proached and preſſed me in his arms, but 
remained ſilent for ſome time, his joy be- 
ing too great for his utterance. I was 
however at laſt informed of the following 
particulars. | 


The evening preceeding the day on 
which the tortures were to have been ap- 
plied to me, and the very evening on 
which the judge had announced them to 
me, an old nun and companion of Julia's, 

who had been long ill, died; the gar- 
dener, who had been of ſo much ſervice 
to me, followed by four men, had lifted 
the ſtone which covered the tomb, had 
deſcended with the nuns, and found Ju- 
lia at the bottom of the ſtone ſtair caſe 
which led to it (in the habit of a novice) 
as Vilſon had placed her; the four months 
ſhe had been there, owing to the coldneſs 
of the vaults, having ſcarce altered her 
| features. 


36 EFFECTS or THe PASSIONS. | 


" 


| ſeatures. While 1 nuns ſcreamed at 
the ſight of her, Valain threw himſelf on 
the body of his benefactreſs, and by his 
tears and lamentations made her known 
to her enn 


Vilſon, ever attentive to what paſſed in 


the convent, and knowing of what conſe- 
- quence ſuch an event muſt be to me, 


failed not to be inthe outward choir: he ap- 
proached the grate, and calling others, de- 
manded the cauſe of the cries. he heard; 
when ſome females, who were terrified, and 
were haſtening up ſtairs, informed him that 
Julia was found in the tomb. Of this news 
he immediately informed my uncle, who 
had waited with impatience for ſome 
happy turn, and who had already aſſem- 
bled the proper number of magiſtrates 
under the pretext of imploring their le- 
nity. He now flew with them to the con- 
vent; and e profound aſtoniſh- 


ment, 
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ment, arrived at the ſame moment with 
M. d'Erlet, whom he had ſent to ſeek. 
Being convinced of the neceſſity of diſ- 
ſembling on this occaſion, he addreſſed 
him thus ; your daughter is then found, 
ſaid he, (in a firm and reſolute tone of 
vcice) ſhe is {till in the convent, it ſeems; 
and while you confine her here, you ac- 
cuſe the innocent Floricourt, who now 
languiſhes in a dungeon l. | 


The exaſperated d'Erlet now wanted 
to enter the convent immediately; but 
was prevented by the magiſtrates, who 
had the nuns interrogated, and com- 
manded them to ſpeak the truth. Their 
depoſitions, which were taken down in 
writing, were ſignified ; and M. d'Erlet, 
confounded by: rage and diſappointment, 
exclaimed with vehemence, that his 
daughter was dead, and that M. de Mer- 
ville's nephew had aſſaſſinated her, and 
had contrived to throw her over the walls, 

- 
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You are miſtaken Sir, cried the nuns 
with one voice; we have found her in 
the tomb. 


The magiſtrates now viſited the corps 
in order to aſcertain its identity ; and ſet- 
ting their ſea], expreſſed their ſuſpicions - 
of the barbarity of M. d'Erlet, and that 
of the nuns, who were doubtleſs his ac- 
complices. They then examined the 
vaults ; had ſkilful architects called in; 

and diſcovering no other outlet than that 

of the choir and woodhouſe, the interior 

* being inviſible, darted a look of indig- 
nation at M. d' Erlet that made him trem- 
ble; and giving orders for my enlarge- 


ment, retired. 
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This ange event being publiſhed 
throughout the Town, each individual 
explained it his own way. Some were of 
opinion that Julia had in deſpair deſtroyed 


* and others that ſhe had been 
poiſoned 
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poiſoned by her father, who had vowed 

vengeance againſt her ; while the cruel 

d'Erlet, terrified at their conjectures, kept 
2 profound ſilence. 


My uncle was now urgedto purſue 
M. d' Erlet as a criminal; but being well 
acquainted with the truth, he excuſed 
himſelf by ſaying that he thought nobody 
guilty of Julia's death; adding, he was 
by no means diſpoled to inveſtigate ſe- 
crets of ſuch a nature, or ſeek an unjuſt 
revenge: he therefore contented himſelf 
with writing M. d'Erlet a letter, in 
which he told him he meant not to enter 
into the irkſome particulars of this horrid 

;; affair, or to upbraid him for his conduct, 
but only to urge him to repentance, and 
to aſſure him of his forgiveneſs and mine. 


The parliament, who thought proper 
to take cognizance of this affair, com- 
menced a Proceſs at law againſt the Reli- 

gious 


- 
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gious Community, d'Erlet, and his daugh- 
ter; but the intereſt, of M. de Merville 
ſuſpended it for a time; and d'Erlet, who 

underſtood nothing of theſe affairs, and 
thought they might be productive of 
trouble, annihilated it by the power of 
gold; being only obliged to aſk my par- 
don for his inſults and the indignities he 
had offered me. How did his heart burn 
at this conceſſion! He was ſtill the fame 
man, and his hatred ſeemed to have ac- 
quired new ſtrength. How gladly would 
he have given half what he poſſeſſed to 
be excuſed from this humiliation, or that 
it had ſucceeded my tortures! I could 
not behold him again without an ago- 

nizing groan: I turned away my eyes, ., 
and was on the point of loading him with 
reproaches, when my uncle, who con- 
vinced me of the neceſſity of my doing 
my duty, and of the perilous ſituation I 
was in, reſtrained me. We however 
ſpared him the mortification he dreaded, 
and 
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and wept at the untimely death of Julia 


without making the leaſt impreſſion on 


him : he-remained inflexible; and quit- 
ted us more enraged than ever. 


dips orief and agitation neventicles | 
ſtill cnntinud, though their effects were 
leſs violent : I felt them ever at my heart, 
and often ſurprized myſelf in tears. I 
wiſhed to be alone; could not ſhake off 
my ſadneſs, delighted in ſolitude; and 
indulged my melancholy reflections. My 


uncle, who perceived the ſtate of my 
mind, endeavoured at firſt to divert me; 
but finding that impoſſible, he gave a 
free ſcope to my affliction, convinced 


that my ſorrows muſt ſubſide of them- 


ſelves. Nothing now amuſed me, or di- 


verted my chagrin; all my duties as a 


magiſt rate became hateful to me; and 


the fole deſire of obliging my uncle in- 


duced me to continue them. 


The 
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The vacation being come, I prevailed 
on M. de Merville to return to his coun- 
try houſe, where J had become the vaſſal 
of love, and where I had laid the foun- 
dation of all my misfortunes. I plunged 
into the woods, uttered the moſt heart 
piercing groans, and wiſhed for death to 
. relieve me. I often viſited the old pea- 
fant, talked with him about Julia, dwelt 
- with delight on her goodneſs of heart, 
and joined with him in deploring her loſs; 
I then returned home more afflicted than 
ever, and broke into tranſports nearly 
allied to madneſs. | | 


- 


I did my utmoſt to conceal my feelings 
from my uncle, affected a more tranquil 
air in his preſence, and confined my pangs 

. to my own breaſt; when he perceived 
my efforts he ſhed tears, and I followed 
his example; do not conceal your grief 
ſaid he, let your tears flow, Julia is wor- 
thy of them, and they relicve your heart; 
5 be 


— 
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be under no conſtraint before me, you 
know I am your friend : Oh, Flortcourt ! 

how are my days imbittered with anguiſh! 

I flattered myſelf I could have made you 
happy, but heaven oppoſes my deſign, - 
for I ſee you plunged into deſpair! At 

_ theſe words I forgot myſelf, wiped away 

my tears, flew into his arms, and aſſured 
him I would live to prove his conſolation. 
Heembraced me tenderly, and we parted: . 


I1 now took better care to conceal my 
feelings; I reſtrained my tears, ſuppreſſed 
my anguiſh, rejoiced in the midſt of grief, 
and forgot myſelf in order to make my 
benefactor happy. Vilſon, who had ſuſ- 
pended his chimerical operations during 
my diſtreſſes and confinement, accom- 
panied me to my uncle's ſeat,” where my 
heart being torn by the conſciouſneſs of 
having ſo greatly afflifted him, I endea- 
voured to conceal my feelings even be- 
fore him, and wiſhed to accuſtom myſelf 
do 
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to this painful effort. Vilſon, who was 
deceived by my apparent compoſure, 
thinking he ought to felicitate me on the 
victory I had gained over my ſorrows, 
congratulated me ; but I attended to him 
in ſilence, and burſt into a flood of tears. 


Oh! Vilſon exclaimed I, are you like - 
wiſe deceived! you who ought to know 
all the ſecret ſprings of my ſoul, and all 
their effects on my body! do you not fee 
the inward anguiſh which deſtroys me ? 

do you not read in my looks what paſſes 
in my heart? Julia! can 1 ever forget 
her! ſhe who is ever preſent to my ima- 
gination ; ſhe who will for ever reign in 
my heart ! happineſs was in my view— 
but Oh Floricourt ! Oh my friend! 
cried Vilſon, my imprudence has renewed 
your grief, and opened all your wounds: 
pardon my indiſcretion, and till endea- 
vour to conceal your grief ; let not your 
m let not that reſpectable old man 
diſcover 
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diſcover your feelings; conſider his age, 
conſider the tender ſenſibility of his na- 
ture, and deprive him not of the plea- 
" you of OY you are happy. 


This was my own Waun It was 
my duty. I aſſumed an air of tranquility 
while with my uncle, and unboſomed 
myſelf to Vilſon: I felt a painful plea- 
ſure in making my ſufferings known to 

him, and freely indulged my ſobs, tears, 
and lamentations before him; the con- 
ſtraint 1 had fo long impoſed on myſelf, 
having raiſed a tempeſt in my ſoul which 
friendſhip only could appeaſe. 


Thus did I paſs my time while in the 
country, engroſſed by my afflictions, and 
endeavouring to conceal them: I roved 
about, viſited, every place where I had 
ſeen Julia, and ſtopt with a melancholy de- 
light where I had declared my paſſion to 
her, where ſhe had fallen fainting into 

my 
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my arms, and had made a confeſſion 
which for a moment -conſtituted my fe- 
- licity. I ſtill enjoyed the pleaſing recol- 
lection, ran to every place where I had 
ſeen her, and could hardly tear myſelf 
away. | 


I again viſited thoſe who had been re- 
heved by Julia's bounty, and ſaw them 
melted into tears at her name: it is I who 
have deprived you of her, (exclaimed TI) 
it is I who have robbed you of her aſſiſt- 


ance! my fatal paſſion has conſtituted 


ONS 
BR — K er 


r 


— —— 


2 » — —— 


— - 


—— — 


lcd 
* —— — 1 my 
CO 


I T7 1 
9 * — 2 


Ae. Gy 
1 


- — 
FRET — ä — 22 
— . — te OA 
— * ů  etins, 


the infelicity of the moſt perfect object 
yet was it poſſible to ſee and not to love 

her? and did it neceſſarily follow that my 
love ſhould prove her bane ? I wept with 
theſe honeſt beings, and felt a ſatisfaction 
with them I was a ſtranger to elſewhere. 
If I have been the fatal cauſe of your 
loſing a benefactreſs, cried I, you ſhall 
find her revive in me. I adored Julia, 
was beloved by her, and have imbibed 
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her ſentiments : ſhe pitied and relieved 
you, and I will do the ſame. 


It was thus that this pure immaculate 
remembrance, this immortal flame, in- 
ſpired me with a taſte for the moſt eſſen- 
tial of all duties, humanity ! I bluſhed at 
not having felt this principle before, atha- 
ving ſtood in need of Julia's example, 
and at being only; her imitator. 


While I was conveying peace and hap- 
pineſs into the boſoms of theſe indigent 
families, my heart overflowed with joy. 
Julia ſees me, cried I; ſhe ſees me from 
tle height of heaven, and applauds a 
conduct which renders me leſs unworthy 
of the love ſhe bore me ; ſhe raiſes me 
in a degree to her own perfection, and 
ſmiles with celeſtial ſweetneſs at my re- 
membrance of her, and at my imitation 
of her virtues ! SY 


Ld 


This 
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- This pleaſing idea Cheared my ſoul and 
heated my imagination. Iheard my praiſes 
echoed by all thoſe who had ſo often com- 
mended Julia, and heard thetn with-de- 
light! what pity is it, ſaid they at laſt, that 
Julia is no more, and that ſhe could not 
be united to Floricourt ! This regret 
ſoothed me for the moment—but non 
” Ma the cruel recollection of all that had 
- paſſed return to my mind in all its hor- 
rors—when ſighs —ſobs—and bitter tears 
ſucceeded each other with convulſive 
agonies, and the illuſion vaniſhed ! Ino 
ſaw nothing but reality—felt that Julia 
was loſt to me for ever—and retired in 

an agony of grief. It was not till I came 
within ſight of M. de Merville's "chateau 
that reaſon reſumed her ſway, and in- 
duced: me to compoſe my outward appear- 
ance. This reſpectable magiſtrate exa- 
mined my eyes the moment! entered, and 
as I had done my utmoſt to gain a maſ- 
17 0 over my looks, he embraced me 
tenderly, 
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tenderly, and called me by the moſt en- 
dearing names; in fine, if the kindneſs, 
tenderneſs, and affection of M. de Mer- 
ville could not always baniſh my painful 
reflections, they compelled me to conceal 
them. 


After having paſſed two months in this 
manner in the country, we returned to 
town, where I reaſſumed the duties of my 
function with that avidity and ardour 
which ſprings from an heart ill at eaſe, 
torn by affliftion, broken by diſappoint- 
ment, and eager in the purſuit of ſome- 
thing to divert its anguiſh. This happy 
change delighted my uncle; but the darts 
of misfortune were not yet exhauſted; 
another misfortune equally terrible was to 
leſſen my grief by engaging my attention, 
and by preſenting me with new objects of 
diſtreſs: this is ever the fate of human 
beings who require great ſtrokes of af- 

Vol. II. D fliction 


GIST - 
oY 


- — — — 
— — — dA ng RI RY — r 
— — — AS — ok * * 
- —— . — — —1— © 5 ; 4 — 3233 
— — — — Pr ——— — IO ERS wo — 
- A — We oe tr rr Greet —• —— ——— x — a 
r %y nn re ä 
. 8 . 


50 EFFECTS or Tae PASSIONS. 


fliction to efface the firſt deep impreſſions 
made on Ter hearts. 


% 


Too mach vengrofied by my loſs to think 


of diſſipation of any ſort, 1 lived a re- 


tired life, and applied myſelf to ſtudy with 


the utmoſt diligence in order one day to 


become a real magiſtrate. I trembled at 
the rage for law-ſuits, which inflamed 
three fourths of mankind againſt each 
other, and ſought for a degree of intel- 


ligence that would enable me to do juf- 


tice to all men, to diſtinguiſh a juſt from 


an unjuſt claim, and to diſcover truth 


through the dark clouds with which chi- 
canery had ſurrounded it. I took the 
utmoſt care to arm myſelf againſt the er- 

rors of imagination, which decorate in- 
juſtice with the deceitful ſemblance of 
equity; and aſſiſted by my uncle ſtudied 


our numberleſs laws and cuſtoms. I was 
grieved to find a defect of form authorize 


an unjuſt decree, and excrted all my zeal 
Ty: 1 
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to prevent it: but that which afflicted me 
moſt, was the neceſſity I lay under of 
ſometimes judging criminals whodeſerved 
to die, and of giving my aſſent to their 
death with other magiſtrates. When I 
felt the neceſſity of tortures to intimidate 
che multitude; I redoubled my efforts, 
conſulted men of genius, and critically 
examined the various circumſtances of 
offence puniſhable by the laws, though 
not properly diſcriminated, thinking (as 
I was inclined to mercy and was one of 
the expounders of the laws) I might in 
ſome caſes mitigate the puniſhments to 
be inflicted. 73 


A murder committed in the vicinity of 
the town in which we lived, convinced 
me of the neceſſity of paying due atten- 
tion to things of this nature: the aſſaſſin 
was not taken in the fact, but arreſted 
for mutilating, with rage, hatred and 
fury, the corpſe of him he had murdered. 
| a He 
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He was conveyed to priion! and my 

uncle and I were in the number of thoſe 

Judges who were to decide his fate. 


We aſſembled :—the priſoner was. 
brought before us, covered with dirt and 
blood, and I thought I could, through 
this ghaſtly appearance, diſcover a noble 


and diſtinguiſhed mien. 


The criminal, loaded with irons, his 


ut diſhevelled, his head bent down and 
turned from us, kept a profound ſilence, 
and when the depoſitions of the witneſſes 


againſt him were read, fetched a deep 
ſigh but ſaid nothing. My uncle having 


queſtioned him with regard to the nature 
and circumſtances of his crime, he turned 


his head towards him, looked at him for 


ſometime with attention, and then again 


turning away his head, ſeemed to ſhed 


tears, and was filent. 


Every 
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Every thing proves you to be a mur- 
derer, ſaid the magiſtrate; you have 
ſhewn a barbarous nature in mutilating 
an aſſaſſinated body in an unheard of man- 
ner. Are you guilty ? Yes ! replied the 
priſoner ; but am no vile aſſaſſin; I fought 
with the wretch and killed him, for he 
had diſhonoured me; but I gave him 
leave to defend himſelf. My rage how- 
ever was not ſatisfied I wiſhed to de- 
prive the monſter I have puniſhed of a 
thouſand lives had he poſſeſſed them, and 
repent that I did not treat him ſtill worſe ! 
O you before whom I ſtand ! you cannot 
be ignorant of the value of honour, or 
to what a degree we ought to reſent an 
outrage ! you cannot be ignorant of the 
neceſſity of vengeance to an exaſperated 
ſoul !—a ſoul that is a ſtranger to peace 
till its revenge is ſatisfied ! ; 


We ſhuddered at what he ſaid ! his 
air—his tone of voice—aad the ferocious | 
"Wi 9 firmneſs 
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firmneſs with which he ſpoke inſpiring us 
with a kind of horror. What can have 
occaſioned this atrocious conduct? ſaid 
the judges; and who are you ? the pri- 
ſoner having kept ſilence for ſome time, 
at laſt ſpoke as follows: 


c J have already told you the motive 

of my conduct. My motive was revenge 
£ your laws may perhaps condemn me 
but l ſubmit to my fate, and the torments 
prepared for me by men, who had they 

been in my ſituation would have acted 

juſt as I did. As for my name, that you 

ſhall never know; for I will carry that 

fatal ſecret with me tothe grave ; my ig- 
nominious death on the ſcaffold inſpires 

me with no horror, ſince my family can. 

not be diſhonoured by it, myſelf being 
unknown. This is all I have to ſay— 
pronounce my doom |—appoint my tor- 

WW  - © tures III ſee them in cold blood; and 
1 look on the death which is to be their 
termination 
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termination as a ſovereign balm—a balm ” 
my ſoul pants after! 1 


The 3 which he had at firſt 
inſpired us now gave place to commiſ- 
ſeration and pity, while his reſolution 
excited our reſpect. He was again inter- 
rogated; but neither menaces, nor the 
moſt terrify ing repreſentations of his tor- 
tures, could ſhake his reſolution or induce 
him to diſcover who he was ; all that he 
could be prevailed upon to utter being a 
few circumſtances relative to his hiſtory 
and has crime. 


Lou ſhall be made acquainted,” ſaid 
| he, © with thoſe particulars which have 
been the immediate cauſe of my falling 
into this abyſs. Noble blood runs in 
my veins, and has only been diſhonoured 
by the errors of youth and the effects of 
the paſſions; blood that will remain un- 
contaminated though I die on a ſcaffold. 

D 4 „ Unhappy. 
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VUnhappy in the boſom of my coun- 


try, and forced againſt my will to break 


through the ſtrong ties which held me 
there, I led a life of diſhonour and li- 
bertiniſm; ſoured by poverty, and re- 


jected by the whole world, at an age 


when the paſſions ought to have been 
leſs impetuous, and after having paſſed 
twenty years in their full indulgence, I 
became acquainted with Roſina. Few 
women were fo handſome, and fewer ſo 
perfidious; the artifice and falſhood 
which had tarniſhed her ſoul ſeeming in 
my eyes to have given new luſtre to her 
features. Her heart proyed not inſen- 
fible to the impreſſions of love, and I 
had the ſatisfaction of becoming the ob- 
ject of her affections. Fatigued with 
my courſe of life, deteſting my errors, 
and ſtill a ſlave to them, I loved virtue 
in others, and moſt in Roſina. I told 


her who I was; and as her birth was in 
terior to mine, ſhe was ambitious of 


bearing 
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bearing my name, and of partaking the 
riches I was one day to poſſeſs, A prieſt 
was prevailed on to marry us privately, 
and poſſeſſion augmented my love; the 
careſſes of Roſina now conſtituted my 
felicity, and a child ſhe brought into 
the world a few years after our ma 
added to my joy. 15 


« Being then at Paris, IL had no other 
reſource than that of play, in which I 
was at firſt ſucceſsful.; but fortune be- 
coming my enemy, ſoon gave me proofs 
of her inconſtancy; I loſt all I had 
woon, and having no other reſource to 
ſupply my daily wants, ſoon grew: 
| thoughtful and melancholy. Roſina 
by her careſſes and entreaties prevailed 
on me to acquaint her with my ſituation, 
and ſeemed regardleſs of it ; neither up- 
braiding me or deploring her own fate : 
ſhe even exhorted me to patience, and 
6258 D 5 flattered 


— 
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flattered me with the hopes of better 
fortune. | 


© Urged by the deſire of repairing my 
loſſes, and taking advantage of Roſina's 
| abſence,” I one day ſeized her jewels, 
ran to the gaming table, and returned 
with vexation and diſappointment in 
my heart at having been deprived of this 
Taft ſtake. The firſt object which pre- 
ſented itſelf to me on my entrance was 
my unfortunate ſon. Mamma is not at 
home, cried he; give me ſome bread for 
Lam hungry. . Theſe words pierced me 
to the foul. Great God! exclaimed I, 
my misfortunes are at their height, I 
ſhall ſoon behold this poor child—this 
innocent victim of his father's ill conduct, 
periſh for want! unfortunate babe ! cried 
I, preſſing him to my boſom and bathing 
him with my tears, while he, though 
inſenſible of his own ſituation, ſeemed to 

hs Uk 1 "oo 
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weep with me and redoubled my affec- 
tion. ' IE do 


e remained the reſt of the day inaſtate 
of tumult and diſorder, anxiouſly expect- 
ing yet fearing to ſee Roſina. She how- 
ever came not. I paſſed the night with 

inexpreſſible anguiſh, and the next day 

received a letter from her, which I opened 
with precipitation. As ſhe in this letter 
bid me an everlaſting adieu it threw me 
into the utmoſt agitation. I raved like 
a madman—quitted my habitation—and 
ran about without knowing where IJ went. 
Chance however directed me at length to 
a remote ſtreet, where I perceived a ſer- 
vant in the livery of my beſt friend, the 
Chevalier de ———, ſtanding at a door. 
I entered the houſe, in order to commu- 
nicate my affliction to him—flew into-the 
firſt apartment I met with, and could 
diſtinguiſh the voice of Roſina and that 
of the Chevalier, They are together then, 
e ſaid 
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ſaid I mentally, and are talking about 
me; but being ſeized by a ſudden in- 
quietude, I topped, and applying my ear 
to the door, heard the particulars of an 
horrid plot. Roſina I found had been 
Jong treacherous to me; my friend was 


. accomplice; and they felicitated each 


other on having got rid of me. A ſilence 
now ſucceeding, I liſtened again and | 
opening the door with fury, diſcovered 
the baſeneſs of the guilty Roſina, and my 


#1 


Rage and grief having fixed me in an 
immovable poſture, the Chevalier eſcaped; 


and Roſina, terrified at her ſituation, fell 


ſenſeleſs. I pierced her with a thouſand 
wounds; and finding on her thoſe jewels 


I had loft at play, and which the Chevalier 


had doubtleſs robbed me of, Ifſtripped her 


of them and flew to my own houle, took 


my child in my arms, and quitted the 
fatal place. As I was not purſued, I re- 
tired 


EFFECTS or THz PASSIONS, 6 


tired toa diſtantprovince, where I ſettled; 
and where diſguiſing my name, I paſſed 
my time in the painful recollection of 
what had happened, and in regretting the 
loſs of the faithleſs Roſina, whoſe memory 
I {till loved. 


In fine, being obliged a few days ſince 
to take a journey, I'met my perfidious 
friend in a retired place, and doubting the 
teſtimony of my ſight, approached him, 
when finding him the identical traitor, 
I loaded him with invectives, exclaiming 
barbarian defend thyſelf! He endea- 
voured to eſcape, but I ſtopped him, and 
holding a piſtol to his breaſt, urged him 
to diſmount while Iquitted my own horſe, 
The wretch taking advantage of this mo- 
ment, turned the bridle of his horſe, and 
fired a piſtol at me. I could now no lon- 
ger command myſelf; I] returned the ſa- 
lute with one of mine, ſtruck his horſe, 
which ——_— tell, and graſping my 
ſword, 
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ſword, compelled him to uſe his own; 
but his coward heart weakening his arm, 
while rage and fury ſtrengthened mine, I 


wounded him mortally and he died. Not 


fatisfied with his death, my rage till 
burning againſt him, I plunged my ſword 
repeatedly into his breaſt, mutilated a 


| body which could no longer feel the effects 


of my reſentment, and forgetting my own 


 fafety while I gratified my revenge, I was 


ſurprized, criminated, and conveyed to a 
dungeon.” m1 5 


Though we were ſtruck and ſoftened 


by this recital (the crimes of the priſoner 


ſeeming rather the effects of a ſtrange 
concatination of unfortunate events than 
of premeditated malice) we could not 
avoid condemning him; for had he a 
right to avenge himſelf? and could we as 
magiſtrates, and the expounders of the 


laws, fail in our duty? The priſoner had 


confeſſed two crimes inſtead of one; and 
5 * 


EFFECTS or rm PASSIONS. 63 


it was beſides neceſſary to oblige him to 
declare his name and country. We could 
however obtain no anſwer from him; and 
he remained unmoved by the tortures 
with which he was threatened— that of the 
wheel not intimidating him. The tortures 
were already prepared, when I obtained 
a ſuſpenſion of them, M. de Merville ſe- 
conding me. We vifited him together 
ſeveral times in priſon, interrogating him 
on the fubje& of his confinement, and 
were ſometimes conducted into an hall 
appropriated ta formalities of this nature, 
where my uncle exhauſted all his elo- 
quence to induce him to ſpeak. _ 


Tired and worn out at length by this 
ſort of perſecution, the. priſoner one day 
broke out into theſe words; you are 
then reſolved (ſaid he to M. de Merville, 
with yiolent emotion) not to ſpare me the 
mortification of confeſſing who 1 am. 
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Tis well! = but you alone need hear me 


as I have only a few words to ſay. 


I was now going to retire; but my 
uncle ſtopped me, faying to.the priſoner, 
ce you may ſpeak before my nephew.“ 


The priſoner now looked at me for 
time with a gloomy aſpect, and then dart- 
ing a glance at us both, which made 
even M. de Merville tremble, caſt down 
his eyes and reſted his head on his breaſt. 


It is then abſolutely neceſſary, ſaid he 


after a long pauſe, that I ſhould acquaint 


you with my name; that I ſhould not 
carry this ſecret with meto the grave; you 


inſiſt on my caſting this odium on my fa- 
mily; a family that richly deſerves this 
chaſtiſement for having been the cauſe of 
my falling in thoſe vices which have 


brought me into my preſent ſituation, I 


owe myſelf this vengeance, added he, and 
may my ignominious death prove a leſſon 
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to all cruel, fathers! Look at me, M. de 
Merville; look at me and tremble! for Iam 
your ſon! a ſon whom you abandoned to 
gratify the caprices of a ſtep- mother! a 
ſon who, ſoured and diſguſted by the treat- 


ment he met with in his paternal man- 


ſion, fled far from you, and gave himſelf 
up to thoſe ſhameful practices, which 
have at length conducted him to a ſcaf- 
fold, and the time of his execution now 
only depends upon you! 


The Preſident, amazed and thunder- 
ſtruck at this addreſs, put forth a cry of 


anguiſh. Thou my ſon !—wretch that thou 
art! ſaid he, trembling while he ſurveyed 
him; can this be poſſible ? Yes ! replied 
the criminal, it is very poſſible ; and you 
in vain pretend not to know me! I am 
indeed your ſon—and ſhould have been 
virtuous—ſhould have proved the ſtaff 
of your old age—had you willed it ſo! 
But I now cover you with ſhame, inſtead 
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of proving a comfort to you, and you 
have only yourſelf to blame! 


M. de Merville, ſcarce able to ſtand, 
and leaning on me, looked at the priſoner 
with terror, and being no longer able to 
conceal a truth which cut him to the ſoul, 
exclaimed, can it be poſſible that my. ſon 
ſhould appear before me in ſuch a ſtate 
of guilt and horror! Wretch Lecruel 
wretch !—how haſt thou defiled thyſelf 

with blood! *Tis blood I ought to have 
ſhed, replied the priſoner, and I glory in 
having avenged myſelf ona traitor ! But 
ceaſe your reproaches, Preſident! added 


he; the criminality in which I ſtand be- 


fore you admits not of them Vou were 
once my father — but you are now my 


judge, and your leſſons are out of ſeaſon. 


As you think me guilty, and are at the 


head of the laws, reflect, and ſtrike—it 


is the laſt blow you can give me, and I 
wait for it with leſs terror than impa- 
| tience, 
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tience, as it will procure me that repoſe 
which I have long been a ſtranger to.— 
You were determined to know who 1 
was, and you are now fatisfied, 


Oh God! Oh God! cried the Preſi- 


dent, almoſt ſtifled by tears and ſobs, to 
what a trial haſt thou brought me this 


day ! Oh my ſon! my ſon! I am then 


ſtill your ſon ! interrupted the priſoner, 


and your affection breaks out at laft ! 
Cruel father our tenderneſs ought to 
have been ſhown to me during the fury 
and perſecution of a mother in law, whoſe 
cruelty you authorized ! how often have 


I fallen at your feet—how often have I N 


ſought redreſs from you and wiſhed to 
take ſhelter in your parental boſom !— 
But you rejected me then and tremble 


now | I formerly trembled too at your 


unkindneſs, and retired from you full of 
bitterneſs and anguiſh, though I was con- 
ſtrained. to conceal my feelings in your 

preſence 
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preſence to prevent your cruel reproaches 
and ill creatment. All I then did to move 
you was in vain, I became hateful to 
you ou rejected me with ſcorn—l 
fled from you—and ſhould never have 
ſeen you more had not this fatal moment 
compelled me to appear before you.— 
Look at me therefore, and rejoice in the 
work of your own hands ! 


Acſtoniſned at what I heard, and the 
object before me, I trembled from head 
to foot, while I ſuſtained the Preſident, 
who, pale, half dying, and loſt to his for- 
mer firmneſs, gazed at his ſon loaded 
with irons and ſeated on the ſellette, his 
eyes generally. bent on the ground, but 
ſometimes raiſed with fury, while his li- 
vid forehead expreſſed that ferocity of 
diſpoſition which could alone render him 
an unmoved ſpectator of our grief. 


Oh 
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Oh my. ſon ! a the afflicted 
M. de Merville, overwhelm not thus your 
unfortunate father, who owns he has 
done wrong, ſince nature has amply 
avenged your cauſe— and Puniſhed me | 


I now ſaw an immediate change in the 
priſoner's aſpect: he raiſed his eyes, 
which had now loſt all their ferocity, and 
fixing them on the Preſident, ſhed tears, 
while a ſigh eſcaped him. This repen- 
tance, ſaid he after a long pauſe, comes 
rather too late: a terrible leſſon this to 
fathers !—You ſee the ſtate to which you 
have reduced me -I wait for death 
with eager expectation; and only wiſhed 
to conceal my birth to ſave you from 
diſhonour, and from the ſhame that 
mult attend my exit. As you inſiſted on 
knowing my name, I declared it from 
a motive of revenge; from a deſire to 
make you feel remorſe, and to puniſn 
your indiſcreet curioſity: but I now re- 
pent 
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pent having done ſo, for I am no ſa- 
vage.—If your inſenſibility at firſt ba- 
niſhed nature from my breaſt, your 
tears and preſent ſituation recall her to 
my heart, and convince me that my 
unhappineſs proceeded ſolely from your 


_.. tenderneſs to a wife you fondly loved: 


And who can be ignorant of the power 
of love !—who can be ignorant of the 
power of a woman, who blending careſ- 
fes with tears, takes the ſoul captive, and 
ſubjects it to the power of the ſenſes.— 
Regret and compunction may follow, but 
how ſoon are they diſſipated by the blan- 
diſhments of an artful woman ! ſhe reigns 
deſpotic-—obtains all ſhe aſks—and ſub- 
jects her huſband to her laws, as I have 
often experienced! This is enough, Sir, 
continued he, addreſſing. himſelf to me 
J can no longer ſuſtain this ſcene—take 
care of my father—and order me to be 
reconducted to my dungeon. I wiſhed 
to be revenged; but my vengeance re- 
. © _ volts 
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volts on myſelf; and I now tremble at 
what I have done. The tortures with 
which J am threatened make me ſhudder z 
haſten their application I beſeech you, 
while I have any firmneſs left, and take 
from me the burthen of my exiſtence : 
this favour I implore and expect from you, 
and ſhould you ever become a father 
tremble at this leſſon. 


1 had kept a profound filence during 
the whole of this terrible ſcene; nor did 
it require leſs than this dreadful event to 
_ diſpel my grief and awaken my faculties, 
which lay dormant in the contemplation 
of my own misfortunes. Forceably ſtruck 
by the preſent ſituation of my benefactor 
and that of his ſon, I now for the firſt 
time ceaſed to think of Julia; and totally 
_ engrofſed by their concerns, revolved a 
thouſand ſchemes in my mind without 
being able to explain them. 


Conceal 
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Conceal the fatal ſecret you have in- 
truſted us with ſaid I one moment, to 
M. de Merville junior, and then addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to my uncle, reaſſume your 
courage, Sir—all is not yet loſt—let no- 
body be informed of whit has juſt paſt : 
and then again turning to the priſoner, 
perſiſt in refuſing to make known your 
birth—do not be intimidated, by me- 
naces—the laſt extremity may be put off, 
and perhaps What is it you ſay, inter- 
rupted the Preſident; forbare giving me 
falſe hopes I beſeech you; the tortures 
may be delayed 'tis true, but nothing 
can prevent their application at laſt, 
Deceive not yourſelf, my ſon, ſaid he 
turning to the culprit, the laws ſpeak 
' plainly ; and whatever be my feelings 
as a father, the laws muſt be obeyed. 
You muſt therefore arm yourſelf with 
courage; you muſt ſubmit to your ſen- 
tence, and ſuffer according to the laws. 
This ener militates not againſt my 

5 deſire 
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deſire of having your name concealed; 
but this muſt reſt with you; it muſt 
depend on your affection for a father 
who has treated you with injuſtice, As 
to your being ſaved through the lenity of 
a father, think not of it my ſon ; a break-_ 
ing heart—bitter tears and anguiſh -- 
being all I have to offer—And all I have 
to aſk, rejoined the priſoner ;—I am pre- 
pared for all that is to come, and long 
to put an end to this irkſome converſa- 
tion, I find my father again juſt as I am 
about to. quit the world, —and, oh bitter- 
neſs !—oh infamy !—in what a way am 
I to quit it But let us turn from theſe 


fatal ideas, for 'tis now in vain to ſoften _ 


each other; reaſſume your fortitude, 
ſaid he to my uncle, for I am about to 
ſet you the example, and only deſire you 
will take care of my ſon. 


M. de Merville now embraced and 
wept over his ſon, and then returning to 
Yoult, © E his 
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his ſeat, called for his attendants and or- 


dered the criminal to be recondutted to 


priſon. - 


As I was to attend the reſt of the judges | 


alone, in order to give them account, I 
concealed the dreadful ſcene I had been 
witneſs to, and deſcribed the priſoner as 


an object of pity and commiſſeration, 
ſaying his crime was only the effect of an 
exaſperated ſoul, deeply and cruelly in- 
jured; a ſoul determined on revenge and 
loſt to reflection; in conſequence of which 
I preyailed on them to withdraw him from 
his former dungeon, and grant him the 


ſame privileges as other priſoners; when 


being more at liberty, and leſs alone, he 
might be brought to reaſon; lenient 


meaſures being often more efficacious 


than ſevere ones. 


As they had no faſpicins of my mo- 
tive, (which was in reality to ſave the 


unbeppy 


% 
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unhappy man) my advice was followed 
in all things; and I was convinced that 
by having permiſſion to walk in the court 
belonging to the priſon it would be much 
eaſier to effect his eſcape, than while he 
was confined to a dungeon, from which 
it would have been impoſſible to reſcue 
him, as I muſt have then made application 
to the goaler who kept the keys, and have 
bribed him to an act which I wiſhed to 
conceal from all the world my having any 
hand in, being fearful of expoſing myſelf. 
I indeed felt ſome remorſe at acting ſo 
very contrary to my oaths; but when I 
reflected that my uncle—my benefactor 
was in a dying condition owing to the ſi- 
tuation of his ſon, I forgot all compunc- 
tion, and thought even the guilt of that 
ſon excuſable, b 


When I returned home I eagerly in- 
quired after M. de Merville, and found 
this worthy magiſtrate, who was unable 

. E 2 | to 
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to reſiſt the fatal ſtroke which had been 
given him, put to bed in a high fe- 
ver. I immediately flew to his bed ſide, 
which I never quitted the whole night, 
and could not help reflecting that I now 
occupied the place at his bed- ſide which 
he had lately done at mine. Alas! ſaid 
I, how little did I expect to return the 
fa vor in fo ſhort a ſpace of time how lit- 
tle did I think-M. de Merville would 
ſtand in need of my conſolation ! But I 
wanted this ſtorm—this terrible event 
to baniſh the remembrance of Julia! 
the preſent evil ſwallowing up the paſt. 
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My dear nephew ! ſaid M. de Merville 

to me the next morning, I have but a | 

Few days to live, and how are thoſe days 
embittered! The career of my life has 
been long and peaceable, but the end of 
it is anguiſh! Your grief of heart has 
wounded me very deeply, and the guilt 
of my ſon deſtroys me. I have choſen 
* 
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you as the ſtaff of my age, and you ſhall 
cloſe my eyes, for I never can outlive 
the condemnation of my ſon. 

How, Sir | ſaid I (endeavouring to 
comfort him) will you then ſink into 
deſpair before you need to do fo ?—will 
you renounce all hopes when hopes pre- 
ſent themſelves ? Your illneſs is a ſuffi- 
cient excuſe for deferring the ſentence to 
be paſſed on your ſon, and the interme- 


diate time may be employed in obtaining 


his releaſe ;- nature authorizes the deed,. 
and gratitude compels me to be his de- 
liverer; he ſhall live—he ſhall quit his 
priſon—and ſhall eſcape ! 


M. de Merville, now fixing his eyes- 
upon me with a dejected countenance, 
and raiſing his voice, ſpoke thus—lf you 
have dared to form a ſcheme like this, 
| Floricourt ! ſaid he, I charge you to re- 
nounce it—though God is my: witneſs - 

23 | how 
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to reſiſt the fatal dreier tack had 8 - 


(ide him, put to bed in a high fe- 
. I immediately: flew to his bed ſide, 
which I never quitted the whole night, 
and could not help reflecting that I now 
- Qccupied the place at his bed - ſide which 
he had lately done at mine. Alas! ſaid 
I, how little did I expect to return the 
favor in ſo ſhort a ſpace of ti Ime—how lit- 
| tle did I think-M. de Merville- would - 
- Rand in need of my conſolation ! But 1 
wanted this ſtorm—this terrible event— 
- to baniſh the remembrance of Julia !— 
the ben evil Wee up the paſt. 


"My dear Fees ERPs 1 Laid M. de Merville 
ee the next morning, I have but a 


embittered! The career of my life has 
been long and peaceable, but the end of 
it is anguiſh! Your grief of heart has 
wounded me very deeply, and the guilt 
| of my ſon deſtroys, me. I have choſen 


 -fewdays to live, and how are thoſe days 
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you as the ſtaff of my age, and you mall 
cloſe my eyes, for I never can outlive 
the condemnation of my ſon. 


| Lia Sir 1 faid 1 . to- 
comfort him) will you then ſink into 
deſpair before you need to do fo ?—will 


you renounce all hopes when hopes pre- 


ſent themſelves? Your illneſs is a ſuffi- 
cient excuſe for deferring the ſentence to 
be paſſed on your ſon, and the interme- 
diate time may be employed in obtaining 
his releaſe; nature authorizes the deed, 
and gratitude compels me to be his de- 
liverer; he ſhall live—he ſhall quit his 
ene ſhall oe 11 85 ; 
M. de Merville, now. fixing 115 eyes 
upon me with a dejected countenance, 
and raiſing his voice, ſpoke thus If you 
have dared to form a ſcheme like this, 
Floricourt ! ſaid he, I charge you to re. 
nounce nen God is my witneſs. _ 
ud bs ett + To how- 
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how much T: ſhould rejoice in the deli- 
very of my ſon! What! ſhall an unfor- 
tunate wretch' who wants friends to ſup- 
port him fall a victim to the laws of his 
country, while a man convicted of equal 
crimes ſhall eſcape becauſe he is related to 
me? No! and if your compaſſion for 
me has induced you: to forget Jour duty, 
it is mine to remind you of i it 115 


, OP” 


| Aftonithed at this ſpeech, I gazed at 
my uncle with admiration. What fa- 


ther but this, ſaid I, could have aſſumed 
ſuch firmneſs, or ſhown ſuch an inflext- 


— 


— 


ble attachment to juſtice ! Noble magiſ- 


trate! thou wilt ever prove a model to 
all future j judges, but wilt W few imi- 
tators | 


He could not however convince me 
of being wrong; an invincible impulſe 


"compelling me to perſevere in ſerving 


* I therefore dropt the ſubject, and 
determined 
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determined never to mention his fon to 
him again till he was ſet at _ 
Ino > ads ai of the firſt ſleep 

1 M. de Merville had fallen into, arid re- 
tired in order to reflect on what I had to 
do and how I was to act in this critical 
ſituation. Had reſolution alone been re- 
quiſite, my zeal would have eaſily ſup- 
plied me with means to bring about what 
I wiſhed; but that was not the cale ; how . 
was I therefore to begin? by what me- 
thod was I to deliver the ſon of my be: 
nefactor? I was but imperfectly ae 
quainted with the places of confinement, | 
my abode in priſon not having furniſhed 
me with an opportunity of examining the 
interior parts of them, as my affliction _- 
when there prevented my paying any - 
attention to ſurrounding objects, or even 
to my own life; neither could I now 
viſit theſe melancholy abodes, as I had 
no Pretext for fo doing; and ought in 


E4 prudence 


E - 
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mw to avoid MAY! left my taking 5 
"ek A \ ſtep * render me ſuſpected. 


Wuile E was TOY the W inquie- 
tude ruminating on this ſubject, I was 
drawn by a mechanical impulſe towards 
the houſe of a lady advanced in years, 


eminent for piety and for daily acts of 
ſecret charity. I found her in plain ap- 
2 parel, her face almoſt | hid by a cloſe Cap, 


and on the point of going out, attended 


* 


by her woman; As I immediately con- 
cluded ſhe was about to pay ſome cha- 
ritable viſit, impelled by her well known. 


zeal, I fancied-ſhe was going to the re- 
lief of the priſoners, and was im mediately 
about to open my mind to her, when a 
new idea ſtruck me; Having been 


lately a priſoner myſelf, Madam, ſaid I, 


and having long languiſhed in thoſe un- 
comfortable abodes, I have learned to 
Pity the fate of thoſe who inhabit them, , 
ede wiſh to e ſome friend- 

Is 


— 
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ly aſſiſtance to them in perſon, though I: 
would if n remain unknown... 


As . a8 highly com- 
mendable and truly praiſe worthy in the 
eyes of the pious matron, ſhe caſt about 
for ſome means of diſguiſing me; and at 
laſt made me aſſume the habit of her wo- 
man, almoſt covered my face with a; 
large. di and bid x me follow her. r 

On our arrival at the 1 1 for the” 
firſt time obſerved the gloomy horrors f 
the place, counted the doors which the 
goaler opened and ſhut after us, and 

trembled at their number and thickneſs. 
We paſſed through five of theſe before we 
reached the courts; and all around were 
dungeons. under ground, over which 
there were rooms erected leſs diſmal. but 
equally inacceſſible. The firſt were de- 
ſigned for thoſe criminals who were con- 
fined for capital crimes z and the laſt for 
- E 5 1 leſs. 
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leſs notorious offenders, who had the prĩ- 


vilege of looking through grated win- 
dows; but as a thouſand eyes were con- 

tinually turned towards them what hopes 

could they form of eſcape ? 


1 examined all thoſe who were walk- 


ing, but could not diſcover M. de Mer- 
ville among them; who would not, it 


ſeems, make uſe of the privilege granted 


him. After we had beſtowed our cha- 
ritable donations, we deſcended into the 
dungeons, and were at length conducted 
into that which moſt intereſted me. We 


7 entered it through a ſort of gallery, which 


terminated in three ſmall vaults which we 


were obliged to croſs. 


TS 


Al 1 * added to my aMiQtion, as I. 


mri no poſhbility of delivering the 


unfortunate man from this doleful place - 


He was laid on ſtraw; and bruiſed by 


his irons, but paid not the leaſt attention 
. 
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to us. The lady I was with, however, 
who had (gained a great aſcendant over 


the goalers by her extraordinary muni- 


ficence, and her liberality to them, pre- 


vailed with them to releaſe the priſoner 


from all his chains except one, which 


was bound round his thigh, and faſtened 


to the wall 9270 a padlock. 


T ck I was s greatly diſtreſſed at his 


miſerable ſituation, I dared not diſcover 
my feelings; not ſo much on account of 
raiſing ſuſpicions, as becauſe I was con- 
ſcious of acting contrary to my duty as a 


W and nen every thing. 


1 quitted: the priſon more funk and af- 
flicted than when I entered it. What I 


had ſeen, and the obſervations I had 


made, having totally diſheartened me, 


and almoſt deprived me of hope, though 


I would not give up my ſcheme. I re- 


ſumed 8 own. habit at the houſe of my | 
. . conductreſs, 


conductreß thanked her.for her civility; 
and quited her to e ene I 


ani "LEAR Favs me. to at mo- 
un the immenſe and ſpacious gar - 
dens of which were open to people of a 
certain rank, I entered a grove, gave 
myſelf up to meditation, and formed a 
thouſand ſchemes without fixing upon 
any. Fhe only one which ſeemed fea- 
ſible (and which J had already rejected : 
ſeveral times) was to gain over one of 
the goalers : this J could not do without 
obliging him to forfeit his place, though _ 
F might make him amends for the loſs. 
of it; nor could he remain in his own 
country without: being expoſed to fatal 
conſequences. My heart revolted at this 
method of effecting my purpoſe, as 1 | 
_ diſcovered a meanneſs in it.; and yet was 
it not equally mean, and even unjuſt, to 
| ſave a criminal whoſe life was Juſtly for- 


feited to the: laws of his. country? But 
EEE. 
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| | Twas allied ta him by conſanguinity- 2 
1 was the ſon of my benefactor and I fan- 
cied my motive — che een 1. 85 
e Ri 7% 33 e 


* 
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While my kd was: e Fs a 
number of confuſed ideas on this ſubject, 
1: perceived a monk of a different order. 
from that to which theſe. gardens be- 

longed. He was one of thoſe charitable 
eccleſiaſtics whoſe zeal thought nothing 
too difficult: he daily viſited the priſons— 
comforted their unhappy tenants en- 
deavoured to awaken them - to repen- 
tance - prepared them for death - aecom 
panied them to the torture and was a 
well informed theologiſt whom every. 
body conſulted. He was walking in 
theſe gardens with a father of the order, 
and no ſooner ſaw. me than he quitted his 
companion and joined me. I was ſo much 
engroſſed by my own ideas, and ſo much 4 
ended un che ſmall hopes L had R 
eee I: 
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5 e in my project, that I was hurt at 


his approach, and was on the point of 


| e ow him when civility reſtrained - 


The good prieſt immediately per-. 
. my affliction; and was ſo much 
maſter of his function that he ſoon pre- 


vailed on me to confeſs a part of my em- 
ee N 


He 0 ede at the confidence } 
cet in him, and gave me credit for 
having done it voluntarily. He exhorted 
me to reſignation—bid me hope—and al- 
ſured me my ſituation ſtrongly affected 
him. He promiſed to viſit the priſoner 


the eee examine the place, and re- 


flet on what could be done. I will not 
at preſent, added he, communicate my 


ſcgheme to you, as I muſt alone take charge 


of this affair; my habit, and the duties of 
my function, often direct my ſteps to 


theſe places, and I ſhall never be ſuſ- 
8 I will tomorrow inform you of 


je what 
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a is practicable and of what is other- : 
wiſe, JETS . 


The obſtacles which had appeared in- 
ſurmountable to me before, vaniſhed at 
this inſtant; and renovated by hope, I 
now formed the moſt fanguine expecta- 
tion of ſucceſs, I returned the good monk 
1 many thanks for his kindneſs, determined 
to make him a more ample confeſſion of 
| the caſe in point, and then related to 
him the hiſtory of M. de Merville junior. 
He liſtened to me with attention ; and 
ſeemed pleaſed at the recital, as it eon- 
firmed him in his reſolution 4 ferving 
me, 


5 You make me quite eaſy, ſaid he when 
I had done ſpeaking; my conſcience. 
cannot now upbraid me for acting im- 
Properly, ſince I am convinced your cou- 
ſin's crime was only the effect of misfor- 
tune, the * of * and the fury of 
| " the. 
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4 paſſi ons. His crime has, tis true, 
been attended by fatal conſequences; but 
the metcies of God are inexhauſtable; 
much likewiſe is owing to the virtues of 
5 a reſpectable father, and to an honoura- 
dle family. I go therefore to ſerve you, . 
and hope I ſhall be able to make you. 
bappy. Rely on my zeal—on my aſſidu- 
= beben do not — nne, 
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208 "yt now e me, rem I mined 2 
1 e uncle, elated with hope. He had 
ſlept but little, and had aſked for me 
fftequently. The moment I came to his 

bed fide, which I did immediately, he 

_ ſeized me violently by the arm, and 

cried, do you then quit me, Floricourt!—. 

|  doyou then abandon me to torments in- 
*F expreſſible! What is my ſon about ?—- 
3 My wild imagination repreſents him to 

me continually.—I fancy I ſee him liſten- - 
ing to | his ſentence, or going to the 


1 e follows. N ſteps in Een 3 
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think. 1 ſee the fatal ſtroke whom din - 
10 yeh ſeem to Soul. it alf 51 55 


— 


4; did my SR to Fran 400 his 
gloomy ideas, but without ſucceſs; and 
as I was not at liberty to divulge the 
ſcheme-in agitation,” I contented. myſelf | 
with ſuggeſting thoſe vague glimmerings 
of hope, which, though they are ilk 
founded, never fail to give IR to 
| che n, iet i by: 

I . the 3 . by! his: 
bed ſide; nor did I quit him the follow-- 
ing day till my duty obliged me to at- 
tend the courts of judicature. As the 
evening now approached; and I neither 
heard from or ſaw the eccleſiaſtic, I be- 
gan to be uneaſy, and went to his con- 
vent; but finding him ſtill in the priſon, 
J ran towards it, and met him juſt as ne 
was coming out. On my eagerly. in- 
we what he bad done? be cried, 
5 50 a 915 
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huſh and told me he had ſeen all, and 
Was ſatisfied: tomorrow, added he, at 
this hour your couſin ſhall be in our 
convent.— My meaſures are taken, and 
hy am 1 ſore of ſucceſs. | 

I next n wes with the utmoſt im- 
tients for the hour appointed by the 
good monk, and ran to his convent be- 
fore it was expired. He met me with 
an air of ſatisfaction, informed me every 
thing had ſucceeded to his wiſh, and then 

related the manner how he had effected 
his purpoſe and kept his promiſe with 
e in the aun words 


+» 


. « Baie eee ſaid he, 

with the ſituation of the dungeon in 
which your relation lay, the door of 
which was left open all day in order to 
purify the air, and ſeeing the goaler re- 
lied on the ſtrength of the only chain 
0 1 8 confined che a returned 
thither 
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thither to-day, with a religious habit 


different from my own hid under my 


gown, together with a falſe beard and a 


file. I gave the goaler to underſtand. 
that I intended to prepare the nnr 
man for a general confeſſion; on which 
we were left alone. I now ſhaved him, 


diſengaged him from his chain, and 


dreſſed him in the habit I had brought 
with me; I then conducted him into an 
adjoining dungeon, which happened to 
be empty, and then went out, locking 
the other, and deſiring he might be left 
undiſturbed in order to collect himſelf. 
A number of our order, whom I had ap- 
prized, came to the priſon, and found 
means to introduce many others of dif- 
ferent orders, who came in and went out 
ſeyeral times. The father with whom L 
Was walking when I firſt ſaw you, and 
whom I was obliged to acquaint with my 
fcheme, himſelf viſited M. de Merville, 
and "SONS him to the door, to which 
1 accompanied 
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4 accompanied them, greatly applauding | 
their charity in coming to ſuch a place. 
As both their faces were hid under their 
cowls, and as they ſeemed. ſtrongly at- 
fected by the object they had juſt quitted, 

| the goalers recommended themſelves to 

_ their, prayers while they let them out. 


- 
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I now returned to my accuſtomed duties, 


far from the dungeon M. de Merville had 
quieted,: never left the priſon till all the 
ſtrangers were gone, and then retired. 


ane ſure 10 not . ſuſſ ent * 


Mn at - his Mccebs, 1 retinned 


74 8 e good eccleſiaſtie a thouſand thanks, 
and eagerly aſked to ſee my relation. 
He conducted me to a remote place, far 
from the convent, where I beheld M. de 
Merville junior, pale, dejected, and 
emaciated. | Iimmed iately r an to em brace 
him, and he inſtantly recollected me, 
though he turned from me with confu- 
N _ _— been informed, faid he after 


Hen 
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a we" that it is to you I owe! the pre- 


ſervation of my own and my father's ho- 


nour: but this is all the obligation I owe 


you; my misfortunes have exhauſted. | 
me,—death i is at hand, —and I wait for 
he with impatience—prevail on my father 


to come and ſee me. Baniſh, ſaid I. 
theſe funeral ideas, I beſeech you, and 


partake our joy at your deliverance! 
Go! replied he with bitterneſs, and be 
aſſured I am not inſenſible of your kind- 

neſs. Go! and prevail on my father to 
ſee and pardon me! defer not giving 
him the ſatisfaction of ſeeing that my 


ac are broken—Go, I beſeech you. 


11 now . W to my ney 
and found him up, his reſolution having 
gained the aſcendant over his feelings. 
My dear Floricoutt! ſaid he, extending 
his arms towards me, nature yields to 
duty! ſne ſhudders and is ſilent! As 


ken he would foon be publickly in- 


a | \ 
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AP ; proper to let him remain in this diſpoſition 


of mind, and flattered myſelf he would be 


leſs ſcrupulous. about the methods taken 


to, procure his ſon's eſcape after he was . 


once eee he was ſet at e 


T he evaſion of the e was pub⸗ 


lickly known the next day, and a ſtrict 


ſearch made after him; but as not the 


leaſt ſuſpicion fell on thoſe who had been 


inſtrumental in it, and as the place to 
which they had conveyed him remained 
a ſecret, the ſearch was fruitleſs. My 
uncle, aftoniſhed at what he heard, im- 


mediately came to me, deſiring. to be 


informed of all I knew concerning. the 


event, and aſked me with impatience 


what I thought: was become of his ſon? 


I now related to him all that had paſſed, 


and acquainted him with the obligation 
we were both under to the good father 


who had ſo n effected the eſcape 


of 


formed of what had happened, I we | 


" 
in 
1 
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of his fon; M. de Merville looked at 
me with ſatisfaction - upbraided me not 
for what J had done — and after his ſur- 
prize had a little ſubſided, exclaimed— 

my God! I thank thee! thou haſt 
ſpared the pangs of a father 11 W 


but rech in The e of my ſon! 


| He was with by his own defire con- 
veyed to the Monaſtery, to which I ac- 
companied him. He flew towards his 
ſon (who had thrown himſelf at his feet) 


and careſſed him with all the fondneſs of 
a father, ſhedding a flood of rears: The 
cloud on the brow of M. de Merville 


junior, which ſeemed to vaniſh on the 


entrance of his father, now returned, and 


1 addreſſed him thus: : 


1 Sir, faid N 1 have embittered your 


days, and am a wretch unworthy your 
pity or affection. My life has been a 
torment to n ſhopld long ſince 


a | have 
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de EFFECTS er vun PASSIONS. | 
have been ended by my own hand, but 

= for the affection that I bear my ſon. You | 
are a father—and ſo am IM ſon now 

1 . Lives in that ſtate of poverty to which he 
was bred from his cradle, and is unac- | 

quainted with the relation he bears you. 

3 have. long quitted my name, becauſe I 
was unworthy of your alliance, and be- 

| - cauſe I could entail nothing 1 ſon 

* 5 but Hae and een Nen 


NY dear ſon l kk M. 45 Mer- 
3 No ville, I am now no longer at the tribunal 
NE of juſtice, —I have forgot all that is paſt, 
Dou are again my fon, —and; your ſon 
88 wall be mine for my blood flows in his 
vereins. Floricourt! ſaid he, turning to 

me, complete the work you have begun; 
' let the child be ſent for; my heart is 

capacious enough to receive you all three 5 
. ſhall be your brother., 

| "ting 8 as e TO 
Lions, I e found out this young 
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relation, i in whoſe favor my uncle ſo much 5 
exerted himſelf that he was ſoon reſtored 1 

to bis ſation, and to his rights as a citi- 


M. de Mervillej junior ſeemed only 
to 5 waited for this event to execute 


his fatal purpoſe. My uncle quitted him, 


afflicted at the gloomy tenour- of his . 
diſcourſe; and I remained with him, en- 
deavouring to baniſh the dreadful rag ; 


wh which he was e 


* Lite fab 7c 6 bateful t to me,” 


(faid he at laſt) <« and 1 breathe the air e 
« with averſion. My heart, loaded with _ 
« puilt, ſhudders at itſelf; and yet I feel 
a conſciouſneſs of its not being amend- 
« ed, My preſent ſituation is inſupport⸗ 
« able: accuſtomed to liderty; I long 


_ « for, and wiſh to enjoy it; tho I may 


« perhaps ſet too great a value on it. 1 
* know my weakneſs, and have for ma- 
e ny days endeavoured to inveſtigate my ä 
heart. But all is cankered there. 1 
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6 3 weighed every thing. 1 Ge my: | 
« father compaſed—his honour: ſecured 
Hand my ſon'reſtored to his privileges. 
J have now nothing more to do with the 


60 world. look on it as my ſcourge— 


« and might perhaps prove ſuch to it. 1 
“ muſt therefore quit the world, as a 
< monſter unworthy of exiſtence, and by 
_ « ſparing myſelf the guilt of making 


< others wretched—ceaſe to be ſo.” 


As I by no means comprehended the 
meaning of this ſpeech, and imagined he 

only meant to ſeclude himſelf from the 
world, by ſhutting himſelf up in the con · 
vent which had proved his aſylum, I did 
* Not attempt to diſſuade him from his pur- 
poſe; but only exhorted him to think 


more favorably of himſelf. All men are 


frail, ſaid I, and ſubject to error; all 
have ſomething to reproach themſelves 
with; 3 ho can be always virtuous'?—al- 
ways pure? — and conſtant in doing right ? 
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You cannot be i ignorant chat it is "I: 


times more meritorious to recover a fall, 
than never to have fallen. I have ſtrug- 


gled to the utmoſt, replied he, interrupt- 


ing me, but all to no purpoſe. My reſo- 
lution is taken. All efforts would be 


fru itleſs.— Leave me—1 am a drach 


by. + 


Nothing J faid had the leaſt efet up- 
on him. He ſeemed abſent while I was 
ſpeaking to him, and fatigued at my 


preſence; and yet, dreadful as the pur- 
port of his converſation was, I conceived 
ſome. hopes, becauſe what he ſaid was | 


diftated by remorſe. — 9 


The good old 3 1 had dern of 


ſack ls" to me, now entered, and I re- 


peated to him all I had juſt heard, and my 
reflections on the ſubject, which he greatly 
approved and applauded me for. M. 
de Meruille in the mean time looked at 
us with a gloomy aſpect, and at * de- 
on to be left alone. 
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heart. He expreſſed himſelf with faci- 


monk trembled, and immediately ran to 
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1 now a "Fa accompanied by the 
good Eccleſiaſtic, who was well informed, 
thought ſolidly, and knew the human 


lity, had a pleaſing manner, and natural 
eloquence, which ftrongly attached me to 
him. We entered into a long converſa- 
tion, with which I was ſo much pleaſed 
that 1 ſtayed with him two hours; z and 
was juſt on the point of taking my leave, 
after having made him proper acknow- 
ledgements! for his kindneſs, when I heard 
a noiſe that made the houſe ſhake, The 


the apartment of M. de Merville; to 
which I followed him, terrified at the 
© noiſe, which ſeemed to iſſue from that 
part of the houſe. Here we found my 
unhappy relation bathed in blood, lying 
on the floor; his ſkull broke into a thou- 
ſand pieces, and a piſtol lying at his ſide, 
which informed us of the ſuicide he had 
committed. A letter, directed to his fa- 
| ther, 
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ther lay on the table, in which he 1 f 
| "| Jn the ſentiments he had expreſſed 1 5 
to me, and ſtrongly recommended his 
fon to his progefien. 1 

11 n e quitted ith convent with | 
| homor left the interment of the body to 
the pious fraternity, injoining a profound 
filence'on the occaſion and returned to 


my uncle. I long wiſhed-to remain ſilent 


on the death of his ſon; but it was at laſt 
neceſſary to acquaint him of it. This in- 
formation was a ſtroke he could not fuſ- | 
tain—he fell ſenſeleſs on the ground nd 
when he came to himſelf, ſent for his 
grandſon, whom he em braced, and 1 5 
Mr SHE ot ere 3 or 


beben chüd! ſaid 13 da 
a father doſt thou owe thy being! Great 
God —pardon the unhappy man —and 
make his ſon more virtuous ! Floricourt, 
4 44 he, addreſſing himſelf to me) theſe. 
23 2 
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are the effects of your endeavouring to 

fave my ſon from human juſtice !—he is 
now gone to a more dreadful tribunal !— 
But I ſpare you—l will not—I cannot 


upbraid you.— I ſee your anguiſh, and 
will fay no more on the ſubject. But the 
return of this ſon alters my intentions in 
your favor—your preſent ſituation is pre- 
carious—and it is now neceffary for me 
to make ſome proviſion for you. 

oy 


Tears for ſome time prevented my 


fpeaking.—But I at laſt took his hand, 
and preſſing it to my lips, conjured him 
to live. It is finiſhed ! ſaid he; my days 
are numbered be comforted—and re- 

flect that after a long life, and an unhappy 
old age, death is no unwelcome gueſt. 


He immediately ordered notaries to be 
ſent for, and paſſed the intermediate time 


in recommending his grand-ſon to my 


care; enjoining me to bring him up in 
| the 
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the practice of virtue, 0 make him wor- 
thy of having had a better father. The 
idea of his ſon continually recurred to his 
remembrance, together with his diſgrace- 
ful and horrible end; and his piety and 
virtue ſhuddered at the divine vengeance 
he had incurred, and which he was Fer- | 
haps then experiencing. 


Bis tongue began to move with diffi- 
culty—his ſobs ſtifled his voice—and he 
again fell ſenſcleſs. When he came to 
himſelf, and the notaries entered, he was 
no longer in a condition to make uſe of 
them, pious offices being then alone ne- 
ceſſary. The good prieſt to whom I was 
under ſo many obligations entering at the 
time, took advantage of his intervals of 
reaſon to prepare him for eternity, and 
he expired about two hours after, preſſing 
my hand and calling me his ſon, I muſt 
Top here—my tears flow in a torrent at 
the recollection - and I cannot proceed. 


„„ BOOK 


- BOOK Tus FOURTH. 


RHE misfortunes by which the ca- 
reer of my life was ta be marked, 
were not yet exhauſted, and new ones 
ſtill threatened me. Born with too acute 
feelings, and too great ſenſibility, I every 
where found new troubles and new pangs. 
| Thoſe Thad already experienced were the 
effects of a firſt paſſion, and my inflamed 
imagination ſtill cheriſhed its deſtructive 
| fires, while the number of ideas which 
_* paſſed rapidly in my mind, prevented my 
- inveſtigating them, and my organs of 
| ſpeech were inadequate to their expreſ- 
' ion. Intirely engroſſed by my own ideas, 
I paid no attention to ſurrounding objects, 
and never ſpoke but for myſelf. The 
converſation that was extorted from me 


was interrupted, unconnected, and unin- 
80 „ relligible, 
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— 


telligible, except to myſelf; and this in⸗ 5 

toxication, or rather delirium of mind, has 
almoſt abſorbed my vivacity, and nothing 
remains to me but my ſenſibility. Two ; 
great paſſions ſucceeding each other, muſt 
act very differently. The firſt being al- 
ways the moſt violent, exhauſts ; while 
the laſt, though equally deep, is out- 
wardly more compoſed, becauſe the im- 
petuoſity of our feelings at thirty bear no 


proportion to thoſe we experience at 


twenty: like the features of the face, 
which in the action of forming and beau- 
tifying vary from their firſt impreſſion, 
and becoming by degrees leſs flexible, re- 
fuſe to pes with their former energy 
the various emotions of the ſoul: ſimilar 
to wax juſt moulded into form; which is 
eaſily deranged by the leaſt trifle; but 
when hardened by time, reſiſts the moſt 
violent impreſſions. That the motions 
of the heart become ſlower and leſs active, 


the continuation of my hiſtory will evince. 
5 TELE 1 ſhall | 
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1 mall be the more circumſtantial, 6 


cauſe the occurrences ſtruck me at the 
time; and ſhall purſue the progreſs of my 


ſentiments, becauſe they were formed by 
degrees. Thoſe I felt for Julia were ſud- 


den — filling my whole ſoul at once, and 
not permitting me to have a glimpſe of 
any thing ſeparately. I beheld happineſs 
in its full extent—and experienced miſe- 
ries the moſt acute. Theſe images and 
effects ſucceeding each other with ra- 
pidity, admitted of no gradations or. 


ſhades; the hour of reflection was not 


yet come, and my mind was not . ſuffi- 
ciently collected to conſider its condition, 
becauſe it. changed every moment, and 


was overwhelmed by ſudden and repeated | 


ſtrokes of affliction. 


M. de kevin: having breathed his 


laſt, the houſe echoed with the cries of 


his domeſtics, who adored him; and' I 


continued near his body, in ſilent anguiſh, 


5 ſhedding 
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| ſhedding tears of biteerneſs.. T hus aid 1 
remain four hours; my mind totally en- 2 
groſſed by the ſpectacle before me, and 
unable to divert its attention to any n 
object. I was at length however rouſed 
out of this mental lethargy by ſome offi- 
cers of juſtice, who came to ſer their ſel! 
on all the late Preſident's apartments. 
Aſtoniſhed at this proceedure, I deſired, | 
to know who ſent them, and received for: 
anſwer that they were commiſſioned * 
M. d'Erlet, who had ſent them, in the 
name of M. de Merville* srelations, to ſe. 
cure the property of the late Preſident's. 
rt | 


Lo 


Though the name of dErlet, which I: 
could never hear without ſhuddering, an- 
nounced further perſecutions, I nine no 
oppoſition to their deſign; and ſnould 
have ordered it: to be done myſelf, had I 
been in a ſtate capable of reflection. My * 
uncle 8 ſudden Our: had prevented his 

putting 8 
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putting his affairs into the coder he 3 in- 


1 tended. He had been my benefaftor— 


I was the child of his adoption. —He owed 
me nothing and I. was now no other 
than a ſtranger in his houſe. 1 ſubmitted 
therefore without murmuring ; and ſaw 
the ſeal put on my effects and apartment 
| with NE: | 
My friend Vilſon now came to tear me 
from this place, and inſiſted on my ac- 
companying him to his houſe. I followed 
him mechanically—my affliction not ſuf- 
. fering me to ſee, feel, or foreſee any 
thing. His vigilant friendſhip, however, 
ſtill attentive: to my concerns, ſuggeſted 
to him the neceſſity of awakening me out 
of my preſent ſtate of inſenſibility; and 
if he did not intirely diſpel my grief, he 
rendered it more ſupportable, and gave . 
me cauſe enough for reflection. 


7 of will not pretend to conſole you, ſaid 
13 he, for I know the —— of Liner loſs. 
| 1 will 
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J will rather mix my tears with your's, 


and lament your benefactor's being com- 
- pelled by ſudden death to leave you un- ; 
DEE: provided for. But as M .d*Erlet 1 is ever 


your enemy, and is preparing new tor-. 

ments for you, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 

kxecall your faculties in onder to Ff his 
5 e I 22 Wd rl Beg 


Theſe words recalled me to my ſenſes, - 


by awakening my attention to the future, 
and convineed me how much my fortune 
was circumſcribed, all my dependance 

iT being confined to my place, and dt 
; place (as the gift of my uncle) liable to 
be taken from me; in which caſe, how 
could I plead my own cauſe or offer to 
defend myſelf. I now foreſaw nothing 
but trouble and inquietude; and con- 


cluded I was born to be unhappy. Why? 
ſaid I, in an agony of grief why did I 
not precede my dear benefactor to the 

Ro grave? —1 ode not t then be ſubject to 


wk 
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the dreadful evils which now threaten me 
nor that poverty, from which he ſaved 
me when in my cradle. | 
While I was thus giving way to af. 
flicting ideas, d'Erlet was buſied in aſſem- 
| bling the relations of the young de Mer- 
ville, and in perſuading them of the ne- 
ceſſity of immediately appointing him a 
guardian, as it was greatly to be feared I 
mould take that office on myſelf, and per- 
| haps by diſſipation and imprudence ſquan- 
der the property of the young de Merville 
without a poſſibility of making him any 
reſtitution: he then added his opinion- 
with regard to the perſon proper to be 
fed on; which was, that he ought to 
be a man of grave deportment, advanced 
in years, and in affluent circumſtances. 


As they all ſtood in awe of M. d'Erlet, 
they agreed to, his propoſal, nominated 
ay „ to the young 1 Merville, 

and 


S % 
y 2 5 % - n R FR * 
a C ² A 2 ONES Ea PAI STE ICs PI AY EPs A IE Ob? YEE EY" . 


Errors or ru PASSIONS. 112 


and ordering a writing to be drawn up 
immediately, ſigned their names to it. 
Being now fixed in his office according to 
the neceſſary formalities, M. d'Erlet ſum- 


moned me to attend him the next day, in 
order to aſſiſt. in taking off the ſeals, to 
remove my effects, and to give an ac- 
count of all thoſe I had any knowledge of. 


I obeyed the ſummons. But when I. 
entered the houſe where J had ſo long re- 
ſided, and where every thing reminded. 
me of the' friend I had loſt, my grief was 
inexpreſſible. 


that pierced me to the ſoul; and when 


my apartment was opened, bid me take 


away my cloaths—you owe them, ſaidhe, 


to the generous compaſſion of your uncle, 
and I am ſure my ward will not diſpute 


them with you; as to the furniture of 
your apartment, that is another thing; 


and what Concerns your _ we ſhall -_ 
_ hereafter 


— — — 


M. d' Erlet looked at me, 
on my entrance, with a malignant joy 
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'þ hereafter examine. Struck with aſtoniſh- 
ment, and wounded to the quick, I made 
no reply; but Vilſon, enraged at his con- 
duct, treated him with the contempt he 
deſerved ; and a magiſtrate, who was de- 
termined to be preſent on this occaſion, 
awed d'Erlet into ſilence:. you ought 
to bluſh,” ſaid he, at proceedings 
« ſuch as theſe; and be aſſured *cis till 
“ in M. de Floricourt's power to annihi- 
late all your ſchemes againſt him; the 
„ claims of the young de Merville are 
* very dubious, in ſpite of all his late 
uh grandfather” s efforts to eſtabliſh them; 
as the marriage of his father was by no 
t means properly authenticated accord- 
ing to the forms preſcribed by the law, 
% We keep an exact regiſter of all theſe 
« circumſtances, and if M. de F loricourt 
eis ſo diſpoſed, ſtronger 585 may be 

e adduced.” . 


2 


This s ſpeech made me tremble. Is it 


f poſiible, laid I, . that ſecrets I 
— thought 


1 


— 
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thought | buried in oblivion ſhould be thus ; 
publickly known ?—and could I be baſe. 
enough to make an improper uſe of them, 
and expoſe the diſgrace of my relation? 
No! I owe every obligation to my de- 
ceaſed uncle ſcorn to caſt a ſhade on 
his memory !—and the expeCtation of 
making a fortune ſhallnever make me cri- 
minal! Sir, ſaid I to the magiſtrate, be 
kind enough to follow my example in 
being ſilent on this ſubje&, for I prefer 
misfortune to infamy; the ward of M.d'Er- 
let is really my uncle's grandſon; nature 
pleads his cauſe—his rights are eſta- 
bliſned by law—and I am by no, means 
inclined to diſpute them. M. de Mer- 
ville, when he acknowledged him for his 
| grandſon, and recommended him to my 
care, - enjoined me duties from which I 
ſhall never ſwerve. | 


M. d'Erlet, 1 at what had 
paſſed, and ee ſome myſtery with 


regard 
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regard to the legitimacy of the young als : 
Merville, abated of his terocity, as he 
could not bear the thoughts of my com- 
ing into the quiet poſſeſſion of my uncle's 
great property; he went ſo far as to ad- 
viſe me to demand a penfion ; but as I 
ſaw thro' his deſign, and thoroughly de- 
ſpiſed him, I retired RESO making any 


reply. 


missed at the houſe of my friend 
Villon ſeveral months, deploring the 
toſſes I had ſuſtained, and fulfilling the 
duties of my place with reluctance; which, 
as it now conſtituted the whole of my in- 
come, ſcarcely ſupplied me with means 
to appear with credit. I therefore re- 
folved to get rid of it, and quit a town 
where I had experienced ſo many misfor- 
tunes, and. where every thing reminded 

me of them. Vilſon agreed to my ſcheme, 
as he felt the neceſſity of it, and was con- 
vinced I might live comfortably in retire- 


— 


EFFECTS or THE PASSIONS. 11 5 


ment with cicunſentat: denen and 
might yet ſee better days, and change of 


ſcene was now abſolũtely neceſſary in or- 


der to diſſipate my melancholy. My friend 
diſpoſed of my place and effects, putting 


out to intereſt the money they produced, 


and got every thing ready for my depar- 
ture. | 5 


As I was perfectly indifferent with re- 
gard to the place of my deſtination, and 


could not travel continually, for want of 
money, Vilſon propoſed my going to Pa- 
ris, where a reſpectable body had a ſuit 


at law, and conſequently ſtood in need of 
a diftinguiſhed/leader to expedite thejudg- 


ment which was waited for with impa- 
tience, but delayed from day to day. 
My friend thinking this affair would en- 
gage my attention, and that the diflipation 
and hurry of Paris would divert my cha- 
Erin, urged me to take this 9 oh 


1 heſitated | 


* 


— 
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I heſitated a great while- but at length 
| Jielded to his entreaties, and prepared for | 
my rat, without Fan, or N jt 


* 


Not being We to put thoſe * 
| ſhould intruſt me with their affairs to any 
Eextr aordinary EXPence, I {et | Out. for Paris 6 


in the public voiture. Vilſon was pleaſed 
at my doing ſo, as he thought the various 


paſſengers I ſhould meet with in it would 
ſerve to divert my thoughts and diſipate 
my melancholy ; but in this he was miſ- 
taken, as I paid not the leaſt attention to 


thoſe I travelled with. 


* 


Atthe end of three Fra changegour 


vehicle, and only two of the paſſengers re- 
mained with me. As they were both fe- 
males, and both going to Paris, I began 


to look on them with ſome degree of at- 


tention, and found they were mother and 
daughter. They had both been flent 


Ain they Journey, in _— of the gaiety | 


\ 


1 5. 
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of their companions, and their features 
and dreſs wore ſtrong marks of affliction. 
My eyes, tho' they expreſſed the ſtate of 
my mind, and ſeldom reſted on any ob- 
ject long, were involuntarily drawn to- 
wards. theſe women. Their apparent diſ- 
treſs affected me, and I regretted my pre- 
ſent inability to practice that beneficence 
which Julia had by her example taught me. 


When we arrived at ———, where we 

were to take the diligence which was to 
carry us directly to Paris, we found it full, 
and beſpoke for all the enſuing week. 
This diſappointment greatly diſtreſſed me, 
and my companions alſo; but finding no 
remedy, we were obliged to ſubmit; and 
we took up our lodging in the ſame inn, 
| tho? we did not ſeem inclined to aſſociate 
with each other. I wiſhed to be alone 
-was fatigued with my journey, which had- 
been very irkſome to me—and was the 
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next day taken dangerouſly ill. The elder 
of the two females being informed-of my 
fituation, came to my aſſiſtance, afforded 
me all the ſuccour in her power, and ne- 
ver quitted my bed ſide during my illaeſs, 
which laſted ſome days. Unhappy her- 
ſelf, ſhe pitied me ;—and taught by her 
own feelings, endeavoured to aſſiſt the un- 
fortunate. Tho? her conduct inſpired me 
with veneration and reſpec, I could not 
now find words to expreſs my Ones: 

The day 10 her depature being come, 4 
ſhe bid me adieu, congratulating me on. 
my approaching convaleſcence, and ad- 
ding, that had -ſhe not been ſure of my 
recovery, ſne could not have quitted me. 
She afterwards informed me that ſhe was 
going immediately to Paris, and on my 
offering her my purſe, ſhe refuſed it, ſay- 
ing ſhe expected to receive a ſum of mo- 
ney at the end of her journey, and in- 
treated me not to deprive her of the 
trifling 


+ 


4 
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trifling merit of having done an action 
which had coft her ſo little trouble. I now 
begged to know where ſhe intended to 
lodge at Paris, as I wiſhed to be of ſer- 
vice to her in my turn; but this ſhe de- 
clined; and left me, faying that was a cir- 


cumſtance ſhe was perfectly ignorant of 
herſelf. 

As "cal much hurt at her refuſal, and 
could not help wondering at the cauſe of 
her concealing the place of her abode, I 
was beginning to form conjectures, when 
ſome of my fellow travellers in the laſt 
coach came to pay me a viſit, and added 
their's. She is certainly going to Paris, 
ſaid they, in order to diſpoſe of her daugh- 
ter's charms to the beſt advantage; and 
cannot fail of ſucceſs, as the youth and 
bloom of the young creature will cer- 
tainly attract a number of lovers. My 
ſoul revolted at this idea; as I. could not 
conceive a woman who had acted ſo no- 
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bly by me, could be capable of ſuch baſe- 
neſs. Can this be poſſible ? ſaid I can 

a mother ſo far forget the character ſhe 
fuſtains as to betray her child, and tram- 

ple on the ſacred duties it exacts? I was 
anſwered in a tone of ridicule, and my 

5 companions gloried in maintaining their 
own opinion; caſting the moſt odious re- 
flections on her whom I attempted to juſ- 

tify. I was nevertheleſs convinced by my 
oy feelings that their conjectures were 
falſe; that they were dictated by impru- 
dence and levity, and were far from hay- 

ing any foundation in truth, - Gratitude 


„ compels me to dwell the longer on this 


- circumſtance, becauſe many innocent wo- 
men have been traduced "of ſuch cruel 
inſinuations. 3 


| New objects ſoon diſſipated theſe ideas; 
and my health being re-eſtabliſhed, I ar- 
rived at the capital, where 1 thought of 
nothing but executing the buſineſs I came 
LEI nag ene "uo 


= 
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about. I ſhall not however enter intoa long 5 5 
detail of every ſtep I took on the occaſion, 


but only ſay, that at the end of ſix 
months, ] obtained a decree in favor of 


my employers, who preſented me with a 


large ſum of money, which I was not at 
liberty to refuſe. - 
As had, during all this time, led an 
active and public life, my grief had been 
ſwallowed. up in my occupations, and 
rocked to ſleep (if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion) in the continual hurry I was 
in, which left me no time for reflection. 
But when my buſineſs was finiſhed, and T 
returned to my own refleftions, I began 
to conſider my preſent fituation, and me- 
ditate on the life I intended to lead. All 
places being alike to me, and my circum- 
ſtances not permitting me to keep up 
my acquaintance, who were in reality not 
to my taſte, being men of diſſipated cha- 
raters and given up to frivolous - plea- 
Vor. II. ey | | _ lures, 85 
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| "ſures, I reſolved to RY alone. As Pa- 

ris was continually in a buſtle, and 

I, ; thronged with new objects, I preferred 
- _ reſiding there to the till life of a pro- 

vince, where 'T ſhould be unavoidably 

li] '- watched as a ſtranger; and therefore, 
1 with my ſmall revenue, which was re-. 

. gularly remitted to me by Vilſon, and 
' was ſufficient to ſupply my wants, I de- 
termined to ſtay at Paris, and immedi- 
ately changed my lodging. I now took, 
up my habitation, at an Hotel Garne, 
in the Fauxburg St. Honoré, where 1 
hired a decent apartment, in order to be 
nearer the Barrieres, and entered on the 
plan of life I had formed in my own mind. 
In the morning I walked out to take . 

the air in ſolitary places, and often re- 

2610 Called the principal events of my life. I 

=_-- recollected Julia, and ſhed tears to her 

. memory But thoſe tears were no longer 

1 accom gnied by deſpair—they were ſoft. 
ji F0 CR Lad 
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—ſad—and affecting and inſpired me 55 


with a kind of delight. My uncle alſo 


often recurred to my remembrance, with 


all his affection, kindneſs, and good of- 
fices, and appeared to it as ſeeming to 


regret having left me in ſuch a ſituation; 
—and yet it was a ſituation I rejoiced in, 


1 never returned home till the evening; 
and was a perfect ſtranger in the houſe, 
knowing nobody but my landlord and 


landlady. The few books I had brought 
with me being my only companions when 
the inclemeney of the weather prevenges 1 


"y going out. 


| My dect having kept me awake 
longer than uſual one night, T heard an 
outcry in an apartment near mine; and a 


door of communication being near my 


bed, I could perfectly diſtinguiſn the 
ſounds which iſſued from it. This en- 
gaged my attention and [ heard a voice, 


which ſeemed that of a woman, ſay, my 
8 3 God, 
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God, do not abandon mel monſter! 
let me gol —and ſoon after, help !— 
help! my dear mother! Her cries ſeemed 
now almoſt ſuppreſſed, and the found of 
her voice ſeemed to be obſtructed by the 


application of an handkerchief to her 


mouth, Your cries are in vain! faid 
a ſtronger voice.—lI know how to prevent 
your exclamations—be more tratable— 
and comply with my defires—your fate 
depends upon it—your mother ſhall live 
— your property ſhall be reſtored. to you— 
a word from you, or even a tacit conſent, 
ſhall conſtitute my felicity, and make you 
happy I love! and my ſtrength is ſu- 
perior to yours] Theſe words being fol- 
lowed by ſtruggles, and ſcarce audible 
tones of voice, I heſitated no longer. 


e 


1 immediately roſe—ſlipped on my 
night gown—ran to the door of commu- 
nication, and * ſtruck it with violence. 
'- Whoever * are, (cried a voice from 
„ OE | Vithin) 
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withiny FORM me, for God's ſake? 1 
now ran to the outward door of the 
apartment, which was next to mine, and 
forcing it open, perceived, by the light 
of a lamp that burned dimly in the chim- 
- ney corner, a young woman in the utmoſt 
diſorder, and a man on the point of offer- 
ing her violence. On my approach he 
roſe, and retired, with fury in his looks; 
while I addreſſed the young female (who 
Was ſtill in a tremour) and intreated her to 
compoſe herſelf. © You have now no- 
« thing to fear, madam,” ſaid I, © only 
« for the future keep your door locked. * 
Perceiving her confuſion, I was about to 
retire, when ſhe addreſſed me thus—a 
thouſand—thouſand thanks to you, good 
fir, ſaid ſhe—you have preſerved my 
| Dose monſter has got a key of 
my door, by what means I know not, 
and has taken advantage of my negli- 
gence in not having made uſe of the bolts, 
to ruſh into my apartment. 


A conſoled 


* 


" . 
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I conſoled and comforted her all in my 
power, and took my leave, deſiring to 
be called in caſe ſhe heard the leaſt noiſe, 
She followed me to her door, and begged 
I would not enter my apartment till 'ſhe 
ad faſtened it well. I did as ſhe deſired; 
and returned to my bed, full of the pleaſ- 
ing idea of having averted the evil that 
W anaNs her, 


| "mM FIR fell aſleep—and roſe. EY next 
morning later than uſual, having almoſt 
forgot the adventure of the preceding 
night, when my attention was excited by 
groans iſſuing from the ſame place. Tho? 
it was now broad day light, and no longer 

a time for outrage, I could not forbear 

Og: | 


Oh, my worker !—Ok, my davghter ! 
how unfortunate we are! ſaid two 
voices, which ſeemed to ſink for a time 


into ſobs and eee mo- 
ther! 
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ther! reſumed the young woman, wide "2: 


voice I again knew, what will become of 
you Aw health your age — your ex- 
hauſted being have need of ſuccour 
and I can afford you none. Means are 


propoſed to me that I ſhudder at. Oh! 


my dear mother! could you ſubmit to live 
on ſuch conditions ? could you conſent 


to owe your exiſtence to my .infamy !— 
| horrid men !—you attack my innocence— - 
and we plead for juſtice in vain! 


Theſe words ſtrongly affected me.— 


They pierced me to the ſoul. She after- 
wards related what had happened to her, 
and called my protection and interpoſition 


a ſignal favor from Heaven. She now 


mingled her tears with her's whom ſne 
called mother, and then added, it is now 
two days ſince you have taſted food, and 


we have no reſources—why will you ſtill 
perſiſt in refuſing to eat this morſel?—1 


am young—I am healthy and can faſt 
better than you. | 


4. <1 immediately | 
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I immediately roſe ;—what I heard re- 


- doubling my natural ſenſibility, Hea- 
vens! ſaid I, can ſubſiſt in peace, while 
two of my fellow creatures arę ready to 


periſh for want by my fide ?=no!—1 will 
fly to their affiſtance ! I then ran to their 


| door, which was immediately opened, and 
heard the daughter exclaim—it is my pro- 
tector !—while ſhe threw herſelf at my. 


feet. Endeavouring to raiſe her, I caſt my 
eyes on her mother, and inſtantly diſco- 


- vered ſhe was the woman who had at- 
tended me in my illneſs and had ſuccoured 


me in my diſtreſs, Is it you, madam? 
ſaid I, (while ſhe recollected me in turn) 


how happy am I in having this opportu- 


nity to teſtify my gratitude for your kind 
attention! Ah! dear Sir! ſaid ſhe—you 
have preſerved the honour of my child !— 

overcome by fatigue, J had fallen into a 
profound ſleep in the adjoining chamber. 
IL heard no noiſe—and had forgot all 


my ſorrows, when you preſerved my 


daughter 
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daughter from violation. O, Sir, you 


have ſpared my age the bittereſt of all 
misfortunes ! How ſhall I ever make you 


amends ? 


Interrupting the effuſions of this excel- 
lent heart, I put afide all ordinary me- 
thods—allaccuſtomed compliments—and 


contented myſelf with having done my. 


duty, without telling her ſo—and yet re- 
ſolving to fulfill it. 


As their condition required E 


aſſiſtance, and as grief and want were 


pictured in their faces, there was no time 
for delay, or attention to compliments. 
Let us forget all ceremony, ſaid I, and 
all afflicting ideas; let us dwell on the 


pleaſure of having met again, and eſteem 
each other for the ſervices we have reci- 


procally beſtowed. Let us endeavour to 
ſhow our gratitude according to our ability, 
| and let a mutual confidence ſubſiſt be- 
1 * 


> 
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recen us. Lock on me as your friend: 

a friend, the more affectionate, for being 

N unhappy; becauſe his heart has been me- 
liorated by affliction and ſoftened by diſ- 

treſs. Dry your tears therefore, my dear 
madam, for griefs are leſſened by being 

divided. Let us now think of ſome re- 

freſhment, which is abſolutely neceſſary 
after the emotions of the paſt night. I 

hope you will not refuſe partaking of my 

breakfaſt, which is already prepared, and 

which I will immediately bring. 

As J. nd a degree of embarraſſment 

in their eyes, I added you ſay I have 
been happy enough to oblige you-—have 

I not then a right to exact ſomething in 
return but I wave my privilege, and 
. aſk it as a favor, Not ſtaying for an an- 
ſwer, I now ran to my apartment, and 
ordered a breakfaſt and two ſmall meſſes 

ö aof broth to be got ready in the interim, 
* Voith which l immediately returned to them. 
3 . 7 As 


1 * 
8 5 
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As I wiſhed to have dem ſwallow the 
bst by ſlow degrees, in order to prevent 
the ill conſequences of ſudden refreſnment, 
after ſo long a faſt, I carried each of them 
a ſpoonful, ſaying to the mother, here is 
a cordial for your age - and to the daugh- 
ter, here is one for your youth, after the 


irkſome watching you ſuſtained laſt night. 
It is neceſſary to begin in this manner, but 
we ſhall ſoon have more ſubſtantial food. 


I ſaw them heſitate, and appear ready 


to refuſe my offer; but reading their con- 


ſtraint in their countenances, I forced them 
to comply, by ſaying, I intreat you to 


grant my requeſt, as a mark of your ſa- 


tisfaction at our accidental meeting. 1 
then preſented a ſpoonful to the mother, 
which ſhe taſted, and to the daughter, 


who followed her example. I took care 


they ſnould pauſe between every ſpoonful, 
and afterwards prevailed on each of them 


to drink a glaſs of wine. This having 
Arengthened . 
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ſtrengthened their ſtomachs, I put oft . 
- breakfaſt an hour longer, which made it 


late; and I quitted them, after having left 


my purſe on their toilet fo as not to be 


obſerved by them. I returned ſoftly to 
my own apartment, and could not forbear 


liſtening at the door of communication, as 


| I wiſhed to gratify my curioſity by hear- 


ng ——— would ſay. 


1 heard them thank Heaven for having 
ſent me to their aſliſtance ; and when they 


hnaʒad found the purſe, which they ſoon did, 


concluding it was mine, I heard the mo- 
ther, who ſeemed aſtoniſhed, ſay, after a 


long pauſe, — this is left by a man—a 


young man too—and few are diſintereſted 
at his age I have ſeen many actions 
equally meritorious in appearance, hate- 
fully criminal in their motive: ſaying this, 
ſne immediately came to my door, out of 
which I had taken the key, and made no 


| anſwer to her requeſt of being admitted, 


wiſhing 


0 - : i =. 
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' wiſhing to make ber believe I had quitted 
my apartment, He is abſent, ſaid ſhe, 
returning to her own—but what I am 
obliged to defer at preſent may be done 
hereafter. 


I at firſt felt myſelf hurt and iritated 
at the idea ſne had formed of me; but 
when I came to reflect on the horrid at- 
.tempt which had been made on the chaſ- 
tity of her daughter, my indignation ſub- 
ſided, and I began to think her diffidence 
excuſable and even meritorious. I was ne- 
vertheleſs reſolved to cure her of her unjuſt ' 
ſuſpicions; for never were intentions more 
pure than mine. I had ſcarce looked at 
her daughter, and was no more intereſted 
about her than I was about her mother. 


While I was a ed de 
J heard ſomebody enter their apartment, 
and ſoon recollected the voice of the land- 


lady. Madam, ſaid ſhe to the mother, 
Do „ 
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you have been here three months, and 
owe me for two months lodging; urgent g 


affairs compel me to remind you of this, 


and to inform you that it is cuſtomary to 
pay every month. Your law. ſuit may 
laſt a great while; the debt increaſes, and 
I cannot ſtay ; therefore pay me my mo- 
ney, or * me ſecurity. 5 


As 1 had no conception of ſuch brutal- 
ity. of conduct, I was greatly ſurprized at 
this ſpeech, and equally curious to know 
whether my purſe would be made uſe of 
on this preſſing occaſion, I therefore re- 
doubled my attention to hear all that 

paſſed. The mother fetched a deep ſigh, 
and putting a ring of value into the land- 
| lady's hand, defired ſhe would keep it till 
ſhe was paid her money, . ſne hoped 


would be 9 8 ſoon. n 


I det Jeſoribe the various emotions 
with. which ag foul was affected at this 


\ 
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moment. I admired. the fortitude and 
true greatneſs of mind of this woman, and 
yet deplored her want of confidence in me. 
When the landlady quitted their apart- 
ment, I followed her, ſaying, that as 1 
had juſt received a ſum of money for her 
lodger, I deſired to have the ring back 
again. She readily complied with my re- 
queſt, and 1 immediately payed her what 
was owing, and one month before hand, 
taking a proper receipt. I now returned 
to the mother and daughter, determined 
to leave the ring and receipt in their apart- 
ment. : "ET 


The moment I was ſeated, they preſent · 
ed me with my purſe, deſiring me to take 
it again. I pretended ignorance, and re- 
fuſed to receive it; but they were too well 
convinced of its being mine to doubt of 
its being ſo. Well (aid 1) muſt then 
plead guilty. But why will you refuſe my 
offer? I Know all- for the landlady has 

| | Informed 
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nr me of your ſituation. ; Accept 
therefore, the trifle I left with you; and 
divide with me my little fortune, for I 
ll. cannot make a better uſe of it. Surely - 
1 you will not perſiſt in refuſing to accept 
W! the ſuperfluities ofa man of honour, whoſe 
| [| | - only motive 1s gratitude, and expoſe your- 
cſeelt to the baſeneſs and chicanary of a num- 
1 ber of villains, who will unavoidably take 
= advantage of your diſtreſs, and ſell their 
| favors at the expence of virtue and ho- 
nour ! You cannot be ignorant, madam, 
| (faid Iwith vehemence) of the danger you 
are in. Plunged into adverſity—having 
a daughter in want of every thing, and 
. more afflicted at your ſituation than her 
| © own—overwhelmedbycalamity—ſhe may 
at laſt loſe you. Think of the conſe- 
ih quences. Left to her own reflections— in 
a ſtate of want and miſery—overwhelmed 


2 : 
| 7 by misfortune—and'deprived of her mo- 
|  - ther—ſhe will have no other alternative 
than that of death or diſnonour — not to 
Y | | mention 
7 
| % - 


. 
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mentien the ſnares that will be laid for 
her by wicked and deſigning men. She 
may not, perhaps, have the liberty to 
chuſe, for force may be employed. Yes 
madam, continued I, ſeeing her ſtart, 
ſuch is the ſtate to which you will reduce - 
your daughter; if you perſiſt in a delicacy 
ſo ill underſtood, You are both in want 
of aſliſtance, and your daughter claims 
your continuance with her; do not—oh 

do not—by rejecting my offer, expire 
with the bitter regret of having abridged 

your life thro? falſe delicacy, and of hav- 
ing left your daughter in a mercileſs world 
vuithout a guide. Pardon theſe reflections, 
Madam, added I, for they are abſolutely 

neceſſary. Had I contented myſelf with 
a ſimple offer of aſſiſtance, without uſing 
every poſſible method to make you accept 
it, I ſhould have been deficient in probity, 


and ſhould have failed in my duty. I have 


made no repreſentations but - what are 
founded in truth. You ought to live, if 


a —— — — 
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you regard your child. And whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance do you reject ?—that of a man who. 
owes you all—who would not have ſur- 


vived but for your attention—a man who 
has been unfortunate, and may be ſo ſtill 
—2 man who has met with beneficent 


characters himſelf, and who wiſhes to be 
included in that number. You do not 


know me now—but may hereafter—do 
me the juſtice to acknowledge I am not 
one of the diffolute, and that I am worthy 


| of your confidence. —I call Heaven to 
« witneſs the purity and ſincerity of my in- 


tentions—and that your former conduct is 


the ſole motive of them. I have long 


been deprived of a mother, and yet feel 


the duty and affection of a child; let me 


therefore be your ſon, and let your daugh- 
ter be my ſiſter; honor me with your 
friendſhip, and place a confidence in me; 
for I think I may venture to aſſure you 


that you never will repent it. What fay 


you, my dear mother for ſuch you have 
nh proved 


hn 
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proved yourſelf to be by your attention in 
ml os 5 can "ou 0 at ſon? F 


Lg 


| As the idea of Tulia had Merten to me 
during this converſation, and as I fancied 
ſhe heard and approved what I ſaid, my 
imagination became heated by degrees, 
and I ſpoke with fo much earneſtneſs, that 
Madame Vareuil (ſuch was the name f 
| this excellent woman) fell into a profound . 
reverie; but when ſhe came to herſelf, 
ſhe took my hand, in a kind of tranſport, 
_ ſaying, are you a man—or an angel ?— — 
but whoever you are, you have ſubdued 
my repugnance to accepting your offer— 
Silvia, added ſhe, turning to her daugh- 
ter; and looking at her with an affrighted 2 
air, what dreadful ideas has he raiſed in 
my mind—ideas that never occurred to 
me before. But I am now refolved— 
your ſafety ſhall prevail O] Floricourt! 
L if integrity, generoſity and virtue, ſpeak _ 
in you, how great is your value - but if 
CI orgy : cM 
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you mean to deceive me !—pardon a mo- 


_ ther's fears I think you cannot deceive 


me but a ſeries of misfortunes, and re- 
peated proofs of treachery, make me ſuſ- 
picious. I accept your ſuccour; but it 
muſt be limited; and you muſt ſuffer me 
to repay you if my lawſuit ſhould prove 


ſucceſsful: theſe are my only conditions. 


And J accept them, replid I your ne- 
ceſſity ceaſing, my aſſiſtance will be need- 
leſs; and | ſhall then apply what is uſeleſs 


to you ta the relief of ſome other. 


Theſe laſt words compoſed Madame 


Vareuil, as they were a further proof of 


' thoſe principles I had already diſcloſed. - 


After this converſation we became inſepa- 
rable; and when ſhe found her ring, and 
the receipt, ſhe thanked me over again. 
The habit of being together created an 
intimacy between us, and ſhe communi- 


"cated her troubles to me. She told me 


her lawſuit went on very ſlowly, and that 
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the dared not attend it any more, at leaſe 

with her daughter, as ſhe too much at- 
tracted the eyes of the judges. Silvia, 

tho not abſolutely beautiful, was lovely 
and well made; ſhe poſſeſſed the je ne 
| ſgai quoi in an een degree, and her 

grief and languor rendered her doubly in- 85 

| | 


As Madame Vareuil often ſpoke to me 
about her lawſuit, and as I was ignorant 
ol its cauſe, I intreated her to give me 
ſome account of it; my acquaintance with 
the bar, enabling me to be of ſervice to 
her; I offered her my aſſiſtance, and told 
her I would take the trouble of attending 
off her hands. She thanked me a thou- 
ſand times, ſaying my goodneſs to her was 
inexhauſtible; ſhe then added, that the 
hiſtory of her life was very diſtreſſing, 
and that ſhe feared it would prove but a 
melancholy entertainment, I however in- 
treated her to relate it, which ſhe did as 
follows: 


4 


THE 


od 


run HISTORY 


% 
W * 


OF 


MADAME VAREUIL. 


I E 


Y family was originally French, 


when the revocation of the Edict of 


it might, unmoleſted, practice its own 
mode of worſhip ; and England was cho- 
ſen in preference to every other. There 
I was born; and thither particular buſineſs 

drew Monſieur Vareuil thirty years ago, 


- which has brought me to Paris. But it 


1010 S a | 5 | | : 4 | wks Wt 4 N . 
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and had long embraced Calviniſm, . 


Nantes compelled it to quit its native 7 
country, and take refuge in another, where 


wuhoſe death has engaged me in the lawſuit 


=. previouſly neceſſary to relate the hiſtory 
= of his life, in order to explain its cauſe, 
WE know, you will be = non at his mis- 
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| 1 peel as mine z and that many "= 
of them will excite both your ee : 
and horror. FFF 
M. as val was born at M=—,and 
was the only ſon of a reſpectable and opu 
lent family. He was the idol of his pa- "MN 
rents; and their too great zeal for their 
religion and its cuſtoms, proved the caule 
of his misfortunes.” 


At ten years of age he was taken dan- 
gerouſly ill, and was attended by the moſt 
ſkilful phyſician, in vain; for his diſeaſe - - 

baffled all the aſſiſtance of art. He re- 

mained for ſome months in a ſtate between 

life and death; and his parents, who ne- 

ver * hs * were plunged1 into "I # 

-+ 1A 1 ff. e PRE of „ 

- was their confeſſor, attended them daily, 

in order to participate their affliction, and 

1 to 880 chen yer it. He exhorted 5 
Shs >. 5 them 


Re 
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them to reſignation ; and intpented * 
to apply for alliftance only to that Being 


5 who had the power of giving life, or cauſ- 


ing death, and could alone reſtore their 
ſon. His exhortations and advice had ſo 
powerful an effect on theſe diſtreſſed pa- 
rents, that they redoubled their confidence 
in God, and increaſed: their prayers and 


alms: but contrary to the expeCtatzgn of 
the phyſicians, the patient ſtill lived, tho? 


without hope of recovery. 


While he remained in this ſtate, his 
parents. formed a reſolution, the moſt 

ſtrange and extravagant that can be con- 
ceived, and to which he fell a {ſacrifice ; 
this was, that if their ſon recovered "1 | 

ſhould become a monk of the ſame order 
as that of their confeſſor, and ratified it 
with a ſolemn vow, which perhaps the 
8 monk had himſelf dictated; but however 
that might be, the young Vareuil conti- 
nued a month longer! in the ſame ſituation, 
N and | 
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i at the end of i it ſuſtained a dreadful | 
_ criſis, the continual faintings he fell into 
at this time being an'emblem of death, he 
ſeemed without ſenſe or motion for four 

hours, and then began to give ſigns of 

life. Hope now returned to the hearts of 
his parents, and they renewed their vow; 
firmly perſuaded that his'being ſpared was 
a nifÞacle; in which belief N were 
e by the monk. 


At the age of besen the young Va- ; 
reuil was, by his parents, (who had ſpared 
no pains to inſpire him with a taſte for that 
way of life) entered into the monaſtery, and . 
at fourteen he took the habit. The affec- 
tionate tenderneſs of his parents, and the 
attention paid him by his ſuperiors, all 
conſpired to ſeduce his young heart and 
prevent his ſeeing things in their right N 
light; not to mention the languor cauſed 
by a long illneſs, which had enfeebled his 
habit of body, checked his ſenſations, and 

Vol. II. H retarded 


a "TIED 
CJ 
— 4 CT NT NE reer a 
n L 4355 K F . F - OY 


246 EFFECTS or THe PASSIONS. 


2 * 
9 __ 
* 


* 
* 
* 


TFT _ 
% 


retarded -the influence of his paſſions. 


5 They were continually telling him of his 
miraculous recovery - reminded him of 


what he owed to God —and of the obli- 
gations he was under to ſerve him faith- 
fully in a monaſtic life, The books they. 


recommended to his peruſal, and the diſ- 


courſes they perpetually held with him on 
religious ſubjects, heated his imagination; 


and at the age of fifteen, when his novi- 


ciate expired, he ſcrupled not to take the 


oaths—oaths, which bound him to the 


practice of virtues which he only knew by 
name, and which it would one day be im- 


poſſible for him to practiſe 


He was ſcarce bound by theſe formida- 
ble vows, the breach of which was dread- 


ful, when the pleaſures of his ſituation 
-vaniſhed, and the advantages he had pro- 
cured the convent were forgotten; as 


he had not been put to trial during 
his noviciate, his religious exerciſes were 
then 


o f ITS 
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then diſpenſed with; buthe was now com- 
pelled to every thing that was ſevere and 
painful. Watchingsfaſtings and the 
moſt ſervile occupations. He had not 


had time hitherto for ſtudy or reflection; 
but he now applied to them, and by the 


aſſiſtance of ſome monks of his own age, 


began to ſee things in a different light. 
The ſenſes, which had till now been dor- 


mant, beginning to ſhaw 1 influence. 


At the age of eighteen, ble beslch be. 
ing perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, his paſſions 
began to work, and he in vain endea- 


voured to ſuppreſs them. He was now 


convinced he had promiſed beyond his 


ſtrength; and inveſtigating his own heart, 


and examining the propenſities of nature, 


began to think himſelf ill uſed by thoſe 
who had compelled him to take vows he 
could not keep, and concluded that they 


alone were anſwerable for the breach of 
them. 


, = 2 ' Theſe 


* 
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Theſe ſenſations and ſuppoſitions be- 


coming ſtronger every day, he began to 
look on his cloiſter with uneaſineſs, and 


at length fell into deſpair. He complained 
of his irkſome ſituation to his parents; 
but they paid not the leaſt attention to 
him, as his mother had juſt lain in, and 
a new fon had withdrawn all their affection 


from him. The daily benefactions before 


beſtowed on the monks for his ſake, were 
now withdrawn, and the community 


treated him accordingly. It is danger- 


ous to ſour the diſpoſition of young men 
of Vareuil's age; and unhappily for him, 
the ſerious characters of the monaſtery, 
who might have awakened him by gentle 
methods to a ſenſe of his duty, compelled 
him, by their rigour, to ſeek the ſociety 


ot the lately profeſſed monks, who were in 
the ſame predicament, and whoſe con- 
verfation; and the books they lent him, 
5 ſerved to corrupt him ſtill more. 
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The paffions, while we reſide amidf the 
tumult and hurry of the world, are eaſily 
kept in order, becauſe there are no inſur- 
mountable obſtacles in their way; but in 
cloiſters or convents they are ungoverna- 
ble. Vareuil experienced their fatal in- 
fluence, and continually fixed his eyes on 
forbidden objects. During the religious EO 
ceremonies, he dwelt on the ſurrounding 
objects with delight; and the number of 
vomen whom he every day ſaw at church 
cheriſhed his illicit deſires; and when he 
went out, he was in the ſame predicament. 


It is eaſy to conceive how his religious 
duties were performed during this ſtare 
of mind: they were either careleſsly run 
over, or totally neglected. This conduct 0 
was ſoon obſerved by his ſuperiors, who 1 
never failed to inflict ſeyere- puniſhments = 
upon him, inſtead of endeavouring to 
bring him back to his duty by gentle and 
ſoothing methods. This treatment, toge- 
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him into ſuch a ſtate of deſperation, that 


he was often on the point of putting an 
end to his exiſtence by ſtriking his head 
againſt the wallof his cell. He often con- 

; #jured his parents to take him out of the 
hell in which they had placed him, or at 


ther with his ungovernable paſſions, threw 


leaſt ſuggeſt to himſome means of making 


his eſcape : but they were deaf to all he 


 faid; and ſo far from redreſſing his griev- 
ances, that they informed the Monks of 


his complaints, who redoubled his morti- 
fications and penances. Vareuil now be- 


gan to diſcover how neceſſary it was to 


diſſemble, in his ſituation; and therefore 
added hypocriſy to his other irregularities. 
His paſſions becoming more violent than 
ever by this conſtraint, he, and two young 


monks in the ſame ſituation, and of equally 
ungovernable paſſions, reſolved to attempt 


their gratification in ſpite of all obſtacles; - 
and having connexions in the town where 
the monaſtery was ſituated, they were 

— 
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ſoon introduced into houſes of ill fame, 


and repeated their viſits frequently. Tired 


at length of their conſinement, and of the 
penances continually inflicted on them, 


they reſolved to eſcape from the convent, 


and take ſhelter in ſome other country: 
but as they could not make the neceſſary 
preparations for their departure without 


ſome aſſiſtance, they were obliged to com- 


municate their deſign to ſome of the wo- 


men at whoſe houſes they had been enter- 


tained, and who thought they were doing 
a meritorious action by ſeducing theſe 
young libertines, and initiating them into 
vile practices: they therefore undertook - 


to provide them with proper garments, * 


and to have them in readineſs on the 
thorteſt notice. 


- Bag perfectly eaſy on this head, they 
now began to think of ſome method to 
raiſe money in order to ſupply their ex- 
pences; and Vareuil, by his influence 
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over his mother, in ſpite of her indifference 
towards him, and by ſelling ſome of her 

jewels, obtained a ſmall ſum; while his 
companions drained the purſes of their 
acquaintance under various pretences. 
Poſſeſſed of this money, they were in 
great fear of loſing it, as their order pro- 
ſcribed the accumulation of riches, and as 
all that was given them was to be imme- 
diately put into the hands of the ſuperior. 
of the convent, who might now, perhaps, 
diſcover their treaſure. This idea made 
them very uneaſy, as they could not truſt. 
it with their abandoned female compa- 
nions, however fond they were of them; 
and knew not where to place it ſecurely, 
After various deliberations, however, they 

carried it out of town, and digging a hole 
in the ground, in a remarkable place, by 
which they were to paſs, they buried their 
money, and returned well ſatisfied with 
What they had done. 
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Their miſtreſſes informing them ſoon. 
after that their dreſſes were ready, they 
inſtantly flew to their rendezvous, and 
threw off their monkiſh habits, which 


were immediately hid by theſe abandoned | 


women, who detained the young liber- 
tines ſome time by debauchery ; : and be- 
ing themſelves intoxicated by: wine, 
thought it would afford them great mer- 
riment to inform the ſuperior of their d& 
ſign, and to beg the favor of him to come 
and take leave of his young brothers. 
They accordingly diſpatched a meſſenger 
to the convent : - but their ſcheme was 
fruſtrated; their diſorderly way of life had 
been long known in the neighbourhood, 
and the young monks had been frequently 
ſeen at their houſe, and were obſerved 
again juſt as they entered: this gave great 
offence to the deyotees of that quarter; 
who ſounded the alarm, and ſent to ac- 
quaint a party of ſoldiers, whoſe duty it 
was to watch that quarter of the town by 
8 order 
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were taken up at the ſame time, were in 
a ſimilar ſituation. 


| ſpirit was not calculated to inſpire friend- 


which theſe men, ſo humble abroad and 


order of the police. Tis impoſſible to 
deſcribe the aſtoniſhment and terror of 
the young monks on this occaſion, who 
were only half-drefſed, and ſought for 
their proper habits in vain, They trem- 
bled they wept—and the women, Who 


The ſuperior, who ſhuddered at their 
appearance, arrived at this moment; and 
their ſhame and terror if poſſible increaſed. 
The populace afſembled round the door ; 
and the ſuperior, who heard nothing but 
outcries and abuſive language, darted the 
moſt enraged glances at his ſcandalous 
brothers, one of whom was particularly 
obnoxious to him.—Vareuil's ſtubborn 


ſhip : ſour and diſguſted at what he had 
ſuffered, he had been very free in his ex- 
preſſions, and had aſſumed a tone of voice 


ſo 


a” 
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ſo haughty in their convents, never par- 
don. Overwhelmed with rage and vex- 
ation, the ſuperior for ſome time remained 
ſilent, his confuſion being at its height; | 
and then aſked it as a favor that the cul- 
prits might be conducted home at night, 
in order to prevent the odium which 


would otherwiſe be thrown on the con- 
vent, But to this he was anſwered in the 


negative by the rough commander of the 
ſoldiers, who triumphed in thus expoſing 
the religious community, and who would 


only conient to the ſuperior's returning 
home by a private door. Vareuil and his 


"companions were in the mean time con- 
ducted in broad day light to their convent, 
- amidſt the hooting of the populace; and 


having on their ſecular dreſſes, with their 


monkiſh gown thrown over them. - 


The ſuperior had already given arders, 


and eight athletic lay-brothers received the 


young monks on their arrival. They 


* 


bound 


« 


156 EFF ECTS or THE PASSIONS. 


bound their hands, after having diſ- 
carded the ſoldiers, and dragged them in- 
to a. diſtant hall, where a committee of 
the elders belonging to the convent were. 
aſſembled; the young ones being carefully 
kept at a diſtance, as the crimes of which 
the culprits were found guilty could not 
be made known to them without danger, 
left their paſſions might thereby take the 
alarm old men were therefore choſen as 
EI: Jjudges—men, who having outlived their 
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haaäaſſions, no longer remembered having 
| | II been once under their influence, 
tl The ſuperior now gave an account of 


all that had paſſed, and of the. ſituation 
''F in which theſe unfortunate 'young men 
W- were found by him. They all trembled 
1 at his recital; and turning away their 
heads, and lifting up their hands to Hea- 
ven, exclaimed, that there was no puniſh- 
189 ment adequate to their crimes! The cul- 
[i |! prits, petrified with fear, knew not what 
POET : 


1 
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to reply; as they could not juſtify their : 
conduct, or deny the odium it had occa- 
honed. They therefore waited in ſilence 


for their ſentence; by no means ſuppoſing 


it was to be ſo dreadful as their judges in- 
tended it ſhould be; being perfectly ig- 
norant of monkiſh ſeverity, or the diſci- 
pline inflicted in the interior parts of a 
convent. | 


The monks ſaw with a kind of horror 
the ſcandal whichtheir inconſiderate young 


brothers had brought upon them; and de- 


bated a great while what puniſhment they 
ſhould inflict. They began by making 
them undergo a very ſevere diſcipline, and 
then ordered them to be conducted to 

priſon till they ſhould determine their fate. 
The lay- brothers, who had retired, were 
now recalled ; and Vareuil and his com- 
panions were taken into a ſubterraneous 
paſſage, on each ſide of which were ſtone 

| benches erected, and at the bottom of it 
| ſtood. 
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ſtood a crucifix. To this place their 
judges followed them; where the ſuperior 
preached them a ſermon; and when it 
was over, they were immediate! y ſtripped 
and tied to the ſtone pillars that ſupported 
the roof, and the brothers, properly armed 
for the occaſion, kept whipping them 
unmercifully, whilſt their judges chanted 
their offices; reſting each in his turn to 
take breath. Neither the agonies nor the 
groans of theſe unfortunate culprits were 
attended to, and their piercing cries were 
drowned by thoſe who were ſinging. 
This cruel diſcipline continued an hour ; 
and the culprits, who had fainted away, 
were waſhed with vinegar. The pain 
which this occaſioned brought them to 
” themſelves, and they gave ſigns of life by 
piercing cries, which the ſuperior inter- 
4 rupted by renewing his reproaches, and 
accufing himſelf of acting with too much 
lenity. Vareuil was the moſt flery of the 
three. His rage now broke out with 
#7 fury. 
3 
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fury. Tiger! exclaimed he, addreſf ng 
himſelf to the ſuperior, do you boaſt of 


moderation and lenity after the barbarous 


uſage we have received! *tis true, we 
have acted wrong, and through the fire 
of youth, and the impetuoſity of paſſion, 
have forgotten our duty: but we are till 
objects of compaſſion ; as no man can at 
all times fulfill oaths ſo extenſive as ours, 
and eſpecially in my caſe; for you cannot 
be ignorant how they were impoſed on-me. 
I never was formed to take them, and 


can never obſerve them. If the preſerva- 


tion of my life was a miracle, and if no- 
thing but my parents cruel vow could 


— 


have ſaved it, why would they not let me 


die ?—for I ſhould then have been happy 


— Nature ſpeaks loudly in me, and rea- 
ſon agrees with her voice. Their vow 


impoſes no obligation on me; and thoſe 


which you induced me to take, at an age 
when J was unable to form any judgment 
of them, bind me not! If you think me 


unworthy 
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unworthy to reſide among you, why do 


you keep me here? Reject me—deſpiſe me 


- —and if your ſcruples prevent you from 
opening your doors to me—only unbinad 


me, and I will ſoon rid you of an inmate 
that diſhonours you. 


ere 


utmoſt indignation, and ordered the pu- 


niſhments to be repeated; when Vareuil 
ſuddenly exclaimed—finiſh your bloody 
work !—deprive me of the life you make 
inſupportable!—I defy both your tor- 
ments and you !—bur if I eſcape, theſe 
hands ſhall ſet fire to your deteſtable mo- 
naſtery. Saying theſe words, he made a 


violent effort to diſengage himſelf from 


his bonds; which being unequal to the 
ſtrength he exerted in his rage, he broke 


looſe, and running up to the ſuperior, 
ſeized him by the throu, and would have. 


certainly ſtrangled him had not the -fa- 


thers interpoſed. and made him looſe his 
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hold. Too weak to make any further re- 
ſiſtance by his actions, he now burſt forth 
into the moſt bitter imprecations againſt 
the barbarians whom he ought to have 
endeavoured to ſoften; while his compa- 
nions, irritated by the pains they felt, and 
encouraged by his example, joined their 
execrations to his. They were not how- 
ever permitted to continue them long; 
for they were ſoon thrown into their former 
faintings by a ſucceſſion of ſtripes, and 
were conveyed, in a dying condition, into 
a deeper dungeon, where no further care 
was taken of them than that of having 
their cloaths thrown over them. 


coming to themſelves a few hours af- 
ter, they wiped away the blood with 
which they were covered, put on their 
cloaths as well as they could, and by the 
light of a dim lamp caſt their affrighted 
looks around the horrid place in which 
they were n and which had hi- 
therto 
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therto been unknown to them. They 


wept; and yet felicitated each other on 


not being ſeparated. Pleaſure had united 
them — misfortunes redoubled their at- 
tachment - and they ſought to comfort 


each other by a reciprocal communication 


their wounds confined them to one place, 


they were ſet at liberty; for which pur- 


poſe they determined to diſſemble, and 


aſſume an appearance of ſincere repentance. 


While they were thus ſupporting each 
others ſpirits by the hopes of releaſe, and 
were moving about their dungeon, they 
met with a ſtone which ſeemed not well 
ſecured, and acquainted each other with 
the circumſtance. This inſpired them 


with the hope of an outlet, and induced 


them to try to remove it; and they ſuc- 


ceeded in ſo doing beyond their expecta- 


tion 


# 


of their ſentiments. During the time 


their only converfation conſiſted of their 
reſolution to make their eſcape the moment 
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tion—the ſtone yielded readily, being 
hardly faſtened. But the materials which 
it was ſtill neceſſary to remove, in order 
to make an opening, being much beyond | 
their ſtrength, and the paſſuge too well 
cemented, they gave pp the attempt. 
| While they were groping about this place, 
in hopes of finding a poſſibility of eſcap- 
ing, they found a paper and pencil, and 
bringing them to their ſepulchral lamp, 
they found the paper contained the fol- 
lowing words“ I have paſſed forty years 
ec in this convent; and the various em- 
« ployments in which I have been en- 
<« oaged, have let me into all its ſecrets ; 
& the hatred of the ſuperior is the cauſe 
of my misfortunes—but it is a puniſh- 
ment] deſerve, for having ſuffered ma- 
* ny fathers to periſh in theſe dungeons 
for very trivial offences—lIt is now my 
„ turn; and I ſhall never quit this place 
till J am removed into that where I am 
« to die.— Such is the cruel law eſta- 
ee bliſhed here. Should any future vic. 
e tims 
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ee tims find this paper, let them deplore 
« their fate, and drop a tear to the me- 
„ mory of brother Ambroiſe.“ 


vareuil and this companions were petri- 
fied at the contents of this paper. They 
all remembered brother Ambroiſe; and 
knew he had ſuddenly diſappeared about 
| ſeven years before, when the ſuperior ſaid 
he was ſent for to Rome, by the general's 
order, on account of his great wiſdom and 
learning. As on the ſame paper, beneath 
what brother Ambroiſe had written, there 
were hand writings of different ſorts, and 
one by another brother of the order, who 
had accidentally found it, and who bitterly 
lamented his fate, ſigning his name, 
theſe unhappy young men, ſeeing no end 
to-their miſery, were plunged into the 
deepeſt deſpair. Vareuil however wrote 
in his turn, and theſe were his words 
Three freſh victims are come to periſh 
ec here. Revenge knows not how to 
66 A xc they aſk of God that 

* vengeance 


* 
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« yengeance which they cannot themſelves 
« obtain.” Having ſigned his name to 
this writing, as did his companions theirs, 
he conveyed it back to the place in which 
it was found, and left it there: - They now 
remained filent—each engroſſed by their 
own dreadful ſituation, and each retiring 
to a corner of the dungeon to indulge their 
grief and to reflect on their diſmal and 
hopeleſs condition. When they rejoined 
each other again, they put forth cries of 
_ anguiſh, and vented their rage in the moſt 
bitter imprecations againſt their cruel op- 
preſſors; and Vareuil, whoſe paſſions 
were the moſt vehement, at laft brokeout 
into the following rhapſody—— What 
have 1 done, juſt Heaven, ſaid he, to me- 
rit this cruel chaſtiſement ?—T have been 
frail, *tis true I have been miſled by 
my paſſons !—T have failed in my duty! 
but 1s it for men to avenge your caule ? 
O Divine Juſtice, if theſe are your exe- 
cutioners - hat men have you choſen — 
and am I as guilty in your eyes as in thoſe 


of 


7 
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" of theſe cruel executioners? Thou can'ſt 
Il! not be implacable. Thou can'ſt not 
j ES have attended to vows ſuggeſted by ar- 
| tifice, and pronounced by ignorance !-— 
The reaſon which thou haſt given me was 
intended to enlighten my underſtanding, 
and I cannot think myſelf ſo guilty as I 
am taught to believe. The torments 1 
ſuffer are inſupportable ! and yet theſe 
torments are to laſt my life —oh, . hor- 

* ror! horror! - deprive me then of the 
life you gave me, or ſoften the hearts of 
my mercileſs tyrants.—Oh! my father 
oh! my mother!—behold to what a ſtate 
ith of wretchedneſs you have reduced your 
Wo ſon !—your falſe tenderneſs, and miſtaken 
1 Zeal, have plunged him into unutterable 
woes; woes from which you cannot now. 


* 


| 

ii releaſe him !—Perhaps © the - barbarians 
ll | have even told you I am dead !—perhaps 

| 3 you weep—but know not what I ſuffer! 

jt j In this manner did he run on; expreſs- 
* ing by turns his ſenſibility and rage; his 

1 BE madneſs prompting him at times even to 
aaccuſe heaven itſelf, Bread and water 


were 
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were brought to them for ſubſiſtence; but 
tliey rejected it for ſome time, reſolving 
to die of hunger. Two whole days did 
they faſt, after the peruſal of Brother 
Ambroiſe's letter, without changing their 
reſolution: but at length falling aſleep 
through fatigue, and awaking a little re- 
freſhed, they felt the neceſſity of eating, 
and ran to their bread, making a melan- 
choly meal. A wicket through which 
they received their food opening ſome 
hours after, they were exhorted to repen- 
tance and reſignation: to this they an- 5 
ſwered by their tears, groans, and ſuppli- 
cations, and the door was ſhut again. 
Having languiſhed in this place up- 

wards of two months, they became more 
tranquil, the excels of their grief render- 
ing them inſenſible; and the certainty of 
the duration of their miſery, which had F 
at firſt afflicted them ſo deeply, became 

at laſt the cauſe of their reſignation—their 
moments of affliction now returning only 
by intervals. 
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Their wounds were healed ; and they 
were now informed that they muſt pre- 
pare to appear before the Aſſembly, which 
was to pronounce their fate, Situated as 
they were, this information gave them no 
pain ; as they could not be in a more 


wreiched ſtate. IT hey therefore waited. 
unappalled for the moment in which they 
weretoreceive their ſentence, and a gleam 
of hope {till darting into their ſouls, they 


fancied the community would take pity 


on their youth, and put an end to their 
ſufferings z eſpecially as they intended to 
ſhow he utmoſt ſubmiſſion, and to 'ap- 
pear very penitent. In theſe reflections 
did they paſs eight days; at the end of 


which they were ſent for; and being pale, 
weak, and emaciated, were ſuffered to 


follow their conductor without being 


bound.— Alas ! they were incapable of 


making any reſiſtance; and proceeded, 
. with trembling ſteps, tears flowing from 
their eyes, the utmoſt remorſe painted 


in their countenances, and their whole 
r f 
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appearance expreſſive of that repentance 


which they hoped would ſoften the hearts of 
their judges. 


When they arrived at the hall has they 


had ſuffered the beginning of their puniſh- 
ments, the auſtere and venerable aſſembly 
was ſeated, and in the midſt of them the ſu- 
perior, who, after a long pauſe, began a re- 1 
capitulation of the crime the young monks 
had been guilty of; dwelling a great while on 
the ſcandal it had occaſioned, and the odium 
it had thrown on their religious ſociety, which 
had been inſulted by the populace and had 
been ridiculed by ſatirical compoſitions re- 
peated at the doors of the convent; and then 
addreſſing himſelf to the culprits, reproached 
them with the utmoſt bitterneſs for their con- 
duct; while they in return ſhowed the great- 
eſt contrition and penitence, done ning they 
were guilty, and ſaying God was merciful, 
and that they hoped to receive mercy from 
men. > The ſuperior now turned towards his 
brethren, and addreſſed them thus—lt is for 
you, reverend fathers, ſaid he, to conſult to- 
Vol. II. 4 __ gether 
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gether, and to pronounce the doom of theſe 
young men; but let us firſt implore the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Heaven, and act according to its 
dictates. They now ordered the culprits to 
be conducted to the other end of the hall, 
and proſtrated themſelves, ſinging and re- 
peating ſome prayers ; after which they roſe, 
and being all of one mind, ordered the crimi- 
nals to return, when throwing themſelves on 
their knees, the chief of the community be- 
gan—Your crime, ſaid he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the culprits, ought toexcite the utmoſt 
indignation of this reverend aſſembly ; as the 
moſt horrible death would be inſufficient to 
expiate your guilt—But life and death are 
in the hands of God alone—the church ab- 
hors blood, and will not dip its hands in yours, 
tho” your crimes and premeditated apoſtacy 
diſpenſes it from all laws—you have there- 
fore obtained mercy. The young men pro- 
ftrated themſelves at theſe words, and inter- 
rupted him by anexclamation of joy and gra- 
titude,—Bur * joy was of ſhort duration. 
A perpetual 
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A perpetual impriſonment, continued the 
ſuperior, is the gentle puniſhment to be in- 
flicted on you—a puniſhment very inade- 
quate to your crimes. - Words cannot de- 
ſcribe the feelings of the culprits at this mo- © 
ment—their grief and deſpair being height- 
ened by the lively hope which they had juſt 
before entertained of being pardoned. Go, 
added this inexorable judge, addreſſing him- 
ſelf tothe lay brothers—goand conduct them 
to the place where we ſhall immediately fol- 


low you. They were now ordered to deſcend _ 


into a fort of gallery, much deeper under 
ground than the place where they had hi-. 
therto been confined. It was very long ; and 
lead to three ſeparate dungeons—the firſt of 


them was ſo low, ſhort and narrow, that it 


could contain but one man, and that only in 
a ſitting poſture—the ſecond was im the ſhape 
of a coffin, and the man who lay in it had 
ſcarce room enough to turn himſelf; and 
the third was equally low, and only permitted 
the man who was confined in it to lie at full 
length, though jt was more extenſive. They 


I 2 —_ 
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were all ſnut by grated irom doors, which were 
never opened more after they were onceſhut; 


the priſoners food being ne to them 


through the grates. 

Theſe dungeons were ſo ſituated, and ſo 
ſeparated from each other, as to prevent all 
communication between the unhappy beings 
who were confined in them, and ſo as to pre- 
clude the melancholy ſatisfaction they might 
feel in mingling their tears and groans. A 
perpetual darkneſs reigned around them; and 
the thick air theſe caverns contained was re- 
newed with difficulty by a vent hole that 
communicated with a cellar which ſcarcely 
admitted day- light. As theſe dungeons were 
not equally dreadful, they were ordered to 
caſt lots for them; and the laſt falling to 
Vareuil, he was immediately ſhut up in it; 
while his companions, whoſe fate he ever 
after remained ignorant of, were confined in 
the others. Vareuil, who had entered this 
diſmal manſion with horror and deſpair, ſoon 
| diſcovered its utmoſt extent by crawling 

about in it, which was nine feet long and ſix 
fee 
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feet wide; and as he found by the ſolidity . 

of the ſtones that there was no room for hope, 
he gave himſelf up to the moſt agonizing 
reflections. This unhappy man being de- 
prived of light, buried alive, and breathing 
with difficulty a contaminated air, earneſtly 
wiſhed for death to relieve him from his mi- 
ſery; tired of his confined poſture, unable 
to riſe, endeavouring to ſeat himſelf, mov- 
ing from ſide to ſide without hope or ex- 
pectation, he broke out into the moſt hor- 
rid execrations—he curſed his father and 


mother, whoſe fatal vow had brought ſuch _ 


corments upon him—he curfed the cruel 
monks who hadWuggetted thoſe he had him- 
ſelf taken, and accuſed Heaven itſelf for 
having attended to them—and only wiſhed 
for liberty one moment; in order ro ſtrangle 
the barbarousexecutioners whoſe inhumanity 
he experienced, and whom he cited to the 
tribunal of that ayenging God whoſe anger 
he had often defied, and whoſe * he had 
accuſed. 7 

1 Can 


. 
* 
6 
* 
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Cuan it be poſſible, ſaid he, often, that 1 
ſhould be condemned to an hateful life, and 
torments without end !—a life which would 
be betterended on a ſcaffold !—for the breach 
of oaths which could not bind me, and for 
frailties which would have been unnoticed in 
the world | In this manner did he paſs the 
firſt year of his confinement ; rage—groans 
— tears and blaſphemy—being his only em- 
ployments. Nor did the ſecond year leſſen 
his tranſports—he now found his dungeon 
become ſtill more inſupportable, by the ex- 
traordinary humidity he felt in it; the ſtones 
which ſurrounded it being wet, and the wa- 
ter entering it on all ſides, eſpecially at one 
end. This new inconveniency increaſed his 
torments, while the cloaths he had on his 
back (worn out by time) fell to pieces on 
his body. Acute pains now ſeized him—hfis 
ſtrength was exhauſted—and he ſincerely . 
wiſhed for death to relieve him. What would 
he not have given to have been able to ſtand 
upright or to ſeat himſelf even for a moment. 
His cruel goalers, who came every week to 
. renew 


* 
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renew his food (which was not wholeſome. 
after the three firſt days) took no notice of 
his complaints or his ſubmiſſions, and laughed 
at his rage. A conduct like this is ſcarce 
conceivable for is it poſſible that ſuperſti- 
tion and error ſhould fo far blind the intel- 
jectual faculties of man, as to make him 
ſuppoſe he 1s endued with the power of ex- 
erciling divine vengeance? Worn down by 
unwholeſome food and by exquiſite pains, ' 
Vareuil now waited for death with the impa- 
tience of a wretch, who growing weary of 
his chains, looks upon life as a burthen. 
Towards the end of the third year of his cap- 
tivity, he was on the point of expiring, as | 
the ſtrength of his conſtitution, which had 
| hitherto ſuſtained him, gave way to his com- 
plicated miſery. The humidity of his dun- 
geon now encreaſing daily, he crawled to- 
wards the place from whence the water iſſued, 
and heard a motion, followed by a dull ſound, 
which reſembled the breaking of a wall, and 
the falling of ſtones into water. Terrifled | 
at what he heard, he returned to the other 
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end of his dungeon, where he remained in- 


&nſible for ſome time, and when he came 


to himſelf, it was only to deplore the horror 
of his fate; he made no doubt but that the 
moiſture he felt, and the noiſe he heard, was 
owing to ſome ſtagnant water in the environs 
of the place, which had undermined the 
wall; and trembled leſt it ſhould continue 
to break it down, and at laſt ſuffocate him— — 
having now totally forgotten his miſery and 


his former deſire of death. 


In this ſituation did he remain ſome days 
without any thing new occurring; and tho? 
his cruel goalers came as uſual, he did not 
think proper to inform them of what had 
happened, as he knew that would be uſeleſs; 
and as he had long ceaſed to ſpeak to them, 


his complaints being diſregarded, Soon af- 
ter they were gone, he heard a new ſort of 


noiſe, which redoubled his terrors; and he 
extended his arms with great fear, in order 
to diſcover whether the water which he 


thought had then entered his dungeon, was 
coming towards him; but finding it was not, 


he 
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he took courage, and advanced ſlowly to- 
wards that ſide of his dungeon where he fan- 
cied the water entered. He found a breach 
in the wall; and paſſing his arm through it, 
dipped his hand into water. This maids Hin 
tremble; and he remained twenty four hours 
in the fearful expectation and dread of death. 
His inquietude continually forcing him to- 
wards the aperture; he at laſt obſerved that 


the water retired, and by degrees ſunk a foot _ 


below the opening it had made in the wall. 
As the aperture was wide, he ſounded it 
with his feet; and deſcending, found he 
could ſtand upright, though be was up to 
his middle in water. The long ſpace of 
time in which he had been unable to aſſume 
this poſture, had weakened his legs, and they 
could ſcarce ſuſtain him; he therefore went 
out and returned to his dungeon alternately; 
being emboldened by degrees, and finding 
the water ſubſide, he ventured to walk a 
few paces; but the inequality of the ground, 
the mud into which he often plunged his 
feet, and the fear of not finding his dun- 
9 5 geon 
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geon again, prevented his going to any great 
diſtance, He however began to take cou- 


rage, and collecting his ideas, endeavoured 
by degrees to find out the nature and uſe of 
this ſubterraneous paſſage; and at length 
diſcovered that it was a running water, which 
paſſed under the convent and divided itſelf 
into two branches, one of which ran into the 
country, and the other terminated in the 
town. He now began to cheriſh the pleaſing 
hope of regaining his liberty, and diſcovering 
that the water hadin its courſe deſtroyed the 
wall, and that it was decreaſing by ſwift de- 
grees, entertained the moſt flattering expec- 
tation of ſucceſs, In the courſe of a week 


he found his paſſage free, and was impatient 


to be gone, when prudence dictated the ne- 
ceſſity of ſtaying till his gaoler came again, 
to whom he intended to ſhow himſelf in 
order to convince him that he was well, for 
fear he ſhould come before the accuſtomed 
time ; a week being ſufficient to compleat his 
purpoſe, and enable him to make his eſcape 
by degrees, according as his ſtrength per- 

' mitted 
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mitted him, before they could diſcover his 
flight. 

The dread he was under of the treatment 
he had already experienced, made him trem- 
ble at the idea of falling again into the hands 
of the monks; and he perhaps took pre- 
cautions that were unneceſſary. He waited 
two days with the utmoſt inquietude, conti- 
| nually fearing ſome obſtacle to his purpoſe, 
and dreading leſt the water in its reflux ſhould 
oppoſe his paſſage, and in the end deſtroy him. 

But time however elapſed. He made ule 
of the proviſions he had left to ſtrengthen 
himſelf, and ſoon after receiving a frefh ſup- 
ply from his purveyors, he recommended 

himſelf to their prayers, and ſummoning all 
his reſolution, departed. After he had 
walked about a quarter of an hour, he per- 
ceived light at a conſiderable diſtance from 
him, and knew it to be that of day; but as 
he had long been immerſed in darkneſs, he 
could not yet ſuſtain its. luſtre, and therefore, 
after walking a few paces farther to enjoy the 


open air, he waited for the return of night. 
The 
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The moment it arrived, he purſued his 
journey ; but what was his grief and aſtoniſh- 


ment when he diſcovered that he was follow- 


ing that branch of the current which ended 
in the heart of the town. The fear of being 
diſcovered preſented itſelf to his mind in all 
its horrors; which, together with the noiſe 
he heard, or thought he heard, made him 
return to the place be came from; here aſ- 
ſuming freſh courage, and arming himſelf 
with patience, he endeavoured by the ſup- 
port of a ſtick he had found, to diſcover that 
branch of the current which ran into che 
country. 

The hopes of regaining his liberty reani- 
mating his exhauſted ſtrength, he walked 
with haſty, though trembling ſteps, and at 
laſt diſcovered what he ſought for. He now 


quitted this place, and being enfeebled by 


the open air, threw himſelf on the graſs 


which covered part of the fortifications of 
the town, He here ruminated on his un- 
fortunate companions, ſincerely regretting 


that they could not partake his felicity; and 
recollecting 


EFFECTS or Taz PASSIONS. 18: 


recollecting the ſcheme they had once formed, 
the money they had buried occurred to his 
memory. In conſequence of this, he went 
in ſearch of the place where it lay, and croſſ- 
ing the foſſẽ, remembered the road that led 
to it; and finding it again, purſued his 
journey. | 

After he had walked he ati of the 

night without making-any great progreſs, 
he came to a wood, and being in great want 
of reſt, ſtopped for ſome time. He now- 
ſtripped himſelf of the tattered raiment he 
had on, which could be of no further uſe to 
him, and burying his money again, went to 
a neighbouring village. Here he begged 
for food, and-rags to cover him; and ſome 
charitable people made him ſwallow a cordial, 
gave him a peaſant's coat, and conducted 
him to a barn. 

As he had not for a great while been ſo 
comfortably lodged, he plunged himſelf into 
the ſtraw, and enjoying a ſweet repoſe, 
proved how neceſſity enhances the value of 
the plaineſt accommodations. After he had 

:  fept 
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1 - Cfleept about four hours, he awoke very much 
4al ' refreſhed; and was juft finiſhing a bit of 
bread, which had been given im, when ge 
Wl heard a voice he thought he knew; and go- 

i ing to a grated window, ſaw one of the bro- 
1 thers who had been inſtrumental in his pu- 
i niſhment. His blood chilled at this fight; : 

| and he trembled leſt his abſence ſhould have 
W been the cauſe of the brother's coming into 
4 the country; but he was toon convinced his 
of fears were groundleſs, by the friars declaring 

bl it he was come into the village (which was only 

| ; | a a mile and a half from the town) to beg alms. 
Ws He afterwards heard him aſk to lay in the 
Wl barn the following night ;-which requeſt be- 
wy ing readily granted, he departed, | 
Wl Vareuil, terrified at this rencounter, quitted 
| the place in a few minutes, and returned to 
W the wood he had left, where, ſupplied with 
1] freſh proviſions, he dug up his money, and 
1 having refreſhed himſelf by food and reſt, 
1 purſued his journey the following night. 

7 | Fear, which never quitted him, the de- 

: | fire of getting forward, and the anxiety he 
| felt 
1 

1 

i | 
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felt to reach ſome place of ſafety, gave him 
courage to walk four miles; at the end of 


which he begged to take ſhelter in a pea- 
ſant's cottage. Here he paſſed all the morn- 


ing of the following day; either in ſleeping, 
or in eating ſuch proviſions as he could find. 


After dinner he renewed his journey, which 


he continued the following night, and the e 


next morning found he could go no farther 
without refreſhment ; he now entered a little 


alehouſe, where he was ſupplied with the 


coarſe, though reſtorative food he had or- 

dered, and being laid on a hard bed, which 
he fancied ſoft, ſlept ſoundly; and when he 
aroſe, felt a great renewal of ſtrength. After 
having walked in this painful manner a 
month, now and then getting into a cart 
which was going the ſame road, he quitted 
the kingdom. He now purchaſed a decent 


dreſs, took carriage for Holland, and com- 


ing to Amſterdam, at laſt enjoyed the liberty 
he ſought for; lived in peace, and defied 


his perſecutors, 5 
| will 


% 
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While his money laſted, he never thought 
about the future; but when he found it al- 
moſt gone, he began to be unhappy, as he 
knew no method of renewing it. He now 
wrote to his parents, related his deplorable 
hiſtory, and deſcribed in the moſt lively co- 
lours the torments he had endured, and the 
neceflity of his flight; and then concluded 
his letter by imploring their aſſiſtance. 

Monſieur and Madame Vareuil were 
amazed at the receipt of this letter, as they 
thought he was no more, (the monks having 
long before announced his death); but as 
they could not doubt his hand writing, they 
applied for further information. The monks 
were ſtill more amazed; and at laſt replied, 
that having inflicted a trifling penance on Va- 
reuil, he had found means to eſcape from 
his convent; and in order to ſpare a virtu- 
ous and reſpectable family the diſgrace of 
having ſuch a ſon, they had reported he was 
dead, little thinking he would have the aſ- 
ſurance of writing to his parents, and of en- 
| deavouring to excite their compaſſion, This 
letter 
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letter was therefore looked on as a ſtring of 


improbable lies; and a baſe attempt to ca- 
lumniate a community which had been al- 
ready diſgraced in the moſt atrocious manner 


by his conduct. 


His father and mother made no ſeruple „ 


believing all that was alledged by theſe 
monks, in whom they placed an unbounded 

confidence; and therefore reſolved to aban- 
don a ſon whom they now looked on as a 
monſter of iniquity. They anſwered his let- 
ter in the moſt bitter and reproachful terms, 
loaded him with maledictions (of which he 
was too long the victim, ) and at laſt exhorted 
him to return to his convent in order to ex- 
piate his paſt offences, and make atonement - 
for his apoſtacy, The ſuperior had the aſ- 
ſurance to join in this requeſt ; deploring 
his tranſgreſſions, exhorting him to repent- 
ance, and repreſenting the neceſſity of his 

returning to God, whom he had ſo groſsly 
inſulted, He invited him to return, aſſured 
him he would forgive all his miſdemeanors 


and cruel calumnies, and concluded a letter 
which 


Ty 


17 
+38 
#14 


. 
79 


286 EFFECTS or Taz PASSIONS. 


which was dictated by malice, with the ut- 
moſt appearance of candour, 

Vareuil, who had wiſhed with the uw 
impatience for an anſwer, and news from his 
native country, received the packet which 
contained theſe letters with a trembling hand: 


but what was his aſtoniſhment and indigna- 


tion when he read their contents. In the firſt 


tranſport of his rage, he anſwered them with 
all the fury that reſentment could dictate, 


and expreſſed himſelf in the moſt bitter and 
virulent terms. But what was he now to 
do?—he was in want of every thing, had no 
refources, and was in no ſituation to procure 
any. His landlord was not one of that ſort 
of men who are inclined to piry the diſtreſſed; 


but on the contrary was rough and unfeeling 


to the laſt degree. He no ſooner ſaw the 
ſtate of Vareuil's finances, than he ſtripped 
him of beſt part of his apparel, and turned 
him out of doors. Poor, uniortunate, and 
friendleſs— where was he now to go? he 


had expected relief from his parents—had. 


been cruelly diſappointed——and was in a 
| * 
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country where F renchmen are held in no eſti- 
mation; the principal part of thoſe that go 
to Holland being ſharpers, and therefore look- 
ed on as intruders who caſt an odium on the 
country, by the numerous dupes they make. 
Thus circumſtanced, Vareuil vented his tears 
and groans without being in the leaſt re- 
garded by a people who on all occaſions give 
the preference to the proteſtant refugees, 
who come thither in erouds, and who bring 
with them the remembrance of a country 
they regret, and that of their former misfor- 
tunes; which may have perhaps increaſed 

the detail of the recitals they make in order 
to excite the pity of the Hollanders; as if 
they wiſhed to confine their affection entirely 
to themſelves. The only advantage their 
countrymen reaped by them was that of hav- 
ing diffuſed their language, and facilitated 
their being underſtood every where; and it 
was the only one that the melancholy Va- 
reuil could enjoy. The recital of his misfor- 
tunes afforded him no conſolation, and how 
could he implore the pity of the miniſters of 
the 
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the reformed church, change his religion, 
and embrace theirs ? for where would ſuch 
a ſtep have led him. Beſides, they are not 
nou ſo haſty as formerly in making proſelites, 
as they are become too common, and the mo- 
tives of theſe pretended converſions are too 
well known, to be either low or criminal. 


Ih he ſituation of Vareuil was ſuch that his 


motives would not have been judged very 
favorably of, and he was beſides (ſtrange as 
it may ſeem) attached to his religon, tho? 
by an 'inconceivable oddity, he reſpected 

and violated it continually. Hl 
In this ſituation perhaps he would have 
abandoned himſelf to the utmoſt deſpair, 
had he not by accident heard that they were 
levying troops for Batavia. The profeſſion 
of arms, ſo different from that which he had 
quitted, and the reſource of many who were 
of none, by no means intimidated-him : he 
therefore ran to the admiralty, and preſented 
himſelf before the commiſſary general; who 
being a man advanced in years, and remark- 
} able for his humanity and beneficence, Va- 
reuil 
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reuil truſted him with the hiſtory of his life; 

and begged to be admitted into the regiment 
which was to be ſent to India; and then 
added, that he requeſted it as a further fa- 
vor to be allowed his diſmiſſion at the end of 
five years, in caſe he ſhould deſire it. 

The Dutch commiſſary, who pitied his 
ſituation, gave him money, furniſhed him 
with neceſſaries for his voyage, and evengave 
him a letter of recommendation to the Go- 
vernor of Batavia, who was his particular 
friend. 

Vareuil, penetrated with hs utmoſt gras 
ritude for theſe unexpected favors, embarked 
with a chearful heart, and had a proſperous 
voyage, during the greateſt part of which he 
did not even experience the common incon- 
veniences, as the officers on board treated 
him with great attention and regard. But 
in proportion as they quitted Europe, and 
approached the place of their deſtination, 
they altered their conduct towards him, and 
forgot the injunctions of their Commiſſary. 

The moment he arrived at Batavia, he 
exerted 


_ 
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«exerted himſelf to the utmoſt in order to fre 
the governor and deliver his letter of recom- 
mendation; but ſoon finding this ſcheme | 
impracticable, he was obliged to commit it 
to the hands of ſtrangers, and could never 
afterwards learn whether the governor had 
ever read it or not. | | 
' Theſe governors have an unbounded au- 
thority; and though ſubjects in Europe, be- 
come tyrants in Aſia, where they aſſume an 
_ aſtoniſhing pomp ; as if tired of republican 
ſimplicity, they waited with impatience for 
the moment in which they could throw it 
off with impunity. This is a proof that men 
whoſe grandeur is limited to a certain time, 
are always the moſt deſirous of enjoying it. 
Vareuil, forſaken by the world, was now 
mixed with his companions in the Dutch 
army; which we muſt not judge of by the 
French, as its military diſcipline is of the 
moſt rigorous kind, every trifling fault be- 
ing ſeverely. puniſhed, and the utmoſt ſub- 
ordination obſerved : add to this, that the 
ſoldiers have many ** who exact the 
utmoſt 


*. 


. rr, 1 nl Oe >> bd Cd A Ao Os ee CER OATS 
. « a — * —— 2 AI TE ů r » 2 A 4 oe a mk = _ 
5 | Fe ere IE —ͤ ͤͤ . 
\ 1 
* 
* 
* 
. 


| EFFECTS or Taz PASSIONS. 19 
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utmoſt obedience from them, and bt Aa 
right to chaſtiſe them, which r ene 
do every day. 
Vouareuil lived in this ſtate of amiliacon 
and dread ten years, being often chaſtiſed in 
the ſevereſt manner for the moſt trifling of- 
fences, and at laſt fell into deſpair. Soured 
by diſappointment, and 'wounded to the 
quick by the cruel and unjuſt treatment he 
received, he now grew weary of his life, and 
even regretted having left his dungeon, One 
day, when he had ſcarce recovered from the 
wounds he had received by running the 
gauntlet, a ſerjeant, ſeeing his cloaths ill 
bruſhed, ſtruck him with his cane : this 
threw. him into the greateſt rage; he flew 
upon his cruel oppreſſor, wreſted his ſword 
from him, broke it over his head, after he 
had wounded him ſeveral times, and left 
him in a dying condition. 

When his anger ſubſided, he began to re- 
flect on what * had done, and trembled at 
the riſk he had run; he now left the town 
with precipitation, and moved with the ut- 

| Cw 
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moſt diſpatch, continually looking behind 
him, ſuppoſing he ſaw a detachment at his 
heels ready to ſeize him. Heran in this man- 
ner day and night for near ſix weeks, paſſing | 
through immenſe deſerts, ſubſiſting on the 
roots and fruits he met with, and under the | 
' moſt dreadful apprehenſions of falling into 
the hands of ſavages, who he was ſure would 
ſoon inflict that death upon him from which 
he was endeavouring to fly. Diſtreſſed, ter- 
rified, and uncertain what to do, he at 
length came to the borders of the ſea, with- 
out being able to determine whether he was 
leaving or approaching Batavia. As he 
knew not what road to take, he now darted 
into à foreſt he ſaw at ſome diſtance, and 
there lay concealed, trembling and diſmayed 
at the leaſt noiſe he heard, or the leaſt ob- 
ject he ſaw. _ 
As the unwholeſome food he had eaten 
had extremely diſordered him, and exhauſted 
his ſtrength, he was now preſſed by hunger 
to ſuch a degree, that his exiſtence ſeemed 
ee, 1d he was on the point of 
| _* plunging 
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Plunging himſelf into the Tea, when he 
met an old buffalo, deeply wounded, : 
| who fell down a few paces from him. 
Rejoiced at this accident, he immediately 
ran to the place where it lav, and put- 
ing an end to its life by the point of his 
ſword, cut ſome pieces of it; and lighting 
a fire, broiled and eat them. Refreſhed 
by this meal, he returned to- the ſea ſhore, 
and ſeeing a canoe, which by the ebbing | 
of the tide was ſticking in the ſand, he 
formed a reſolution which could only be 
dictated by deſpair,—this was, to commit 
himſelf, in this boat, to the mercy of the 
winds and waves, the moment the flow- 
ing of the tide ſhould ſet it afloat; for 
which purpoſe he again returned to the 
foreſt, and cutting the buffaloe in pieces, 
broiled and carried it to the canoe by 
degrees. 

On the return of the ſea, he PEN! 
and laboured hard to get to a great 
diſtance as ſoon as poſſible; but he had 
made only a ſmall progreſs, | when he 

Vo. II. 1 perceived 
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perceived three Indians on the ſea ſhore, 
and heard them cry out, at ſeeing him 
go off with their boat. Terrified at this, 
Vareuil made uſe of his oars, (while they 
ſhot their arrows at him), and at length 
reached the open ſea unhurt. 

His reſolution vaniſhed, when he xecol- 
lected he was now alone in the midſt of 
an immenſe ocean in ſo wretched a bark 
As a ſmall boat; and though the ſky was 
ſtill ſerene, and the water ſmooth, he 
trembled left the weather ſhould change; 
and the appearance of the ſmalleſt cloud 
ſtruck him with terror. His eyes were 
alternately fixed on the ſky and ſea; and 
the leaſt roughneſs of the latter filled 
him with the utmoſt dread left it ſhould, 
Portend a ſtorm. The death which he 
had ſo lately ſought, now appeared to 
him in all its horrors, and his ming was 

in perpetual agitation. ; 

At the end of eight days (during 

which his inquietude was not in the leaſt 

abated) he thought he ſaw ſomething 
very 
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very large at the edge of the horizon, 
and flattered himſelf with the idea, of its 
being a ſhip. He now laboured with 
all his might to attain it, and having - 
paſt the day in theſe vain efforts, trem- 
bled leſt the night ſhould deprive him 
of the object he was in purſuit of. At 
break of day, approaching it more near- 
ly, he diſcovered it to be an elevated 
rock. Though he was greatly diſap- 
pointed in his expectation, he ſtill enter- 
tained ſome hopes of landing on it, -(as 
the tide drove him. that way), and next 
day finding it was not above two hundred 
paces from him, he endeavoured to 
reach the ſand; but in ſo doing overſet 
his boat. He was now plunged into 
the ſea; but ſoon coming up again, he 
ſwam to the foot of the rock, and with 
infinite difficulty chmbed up to a part 
of It, beyond which he could not go; as 
he in vain ſought for a paſſage, none 
being viſible; and as the rock was ſteep 
on all ſides, he ſet himſelf down and 
wept, expecting certain death _ | 
K 2 | When 
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When the- ſea however ſubſided, he 
deſcended on the ſand, and walking 


round the rock, at laſt diſcovered an ac- 


ceſſible part, and finding it was ſeparated 
from him by water, he ſwam to the 


place, and climbing up it, came to an 


immenſe plain. Here he reſted himſelf, 


and returned thanks to heaven; ſubſiſting 
on the ſhell fiſh, which he found in great 


abundance, and which amply ſupplied 


the place of the food he had loſt. 


As his fears never quitted him, and as 
he was totally ignorant what part of the 
globe he was in, he neither dared to 


penetrate far into the country, nor to 
quit the ſea ſhore, where he hoped to ſee 


Jome veſſel that might ſnatch him from 
his impending fate: warmed by this idea, 
he cut down a long ſtick, and faſtened 


his mirt to it, intending to make uſe 


of it as a ſignal, in caſe he ſhould ſee a 


ip failing that way, and then took up 


his abode in a cavern formed: by nature. 
| tp After 
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After having remained in this ſolitude - 
two months, he deſcried three ſhips ;- 
but fancying they were Hollanders, with- 
drew his ſignal, and returned to his cave 

with the utmoſt precipitation. He con- 
tinued two years in this place, ſubſiſting 
on ſhell fiſh, and walking with precaution 
and fear; ſome times amuſing himſelf 
with picking up ſhells and ſtones of vari- 
ous colours, and arranging them in the 
form of landſcapes. 

At the beginning of the third year, 
an Engliſh veſſel wanting water, came 
to ſeek it on this coaſt; and Vareuil, 
who implored the compaſſion” of the 
ſailors, was conducted to the captain. 
This captain (who ſpoke. French) com- 
paſſionated the misfortunes of Varevil, 
and promiſed to take him to England. 
This promiſe, as he was proſcribed! 
France and Holland, gave him the 
utmoſt joy. When he embarked, the- 


captain ſupplied him with proviſions 


during his voyage, and on his arrival 
in England g gave him ſome money. 
K: 2. This 
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This kind ſupply could not be ſuppo- 
ſed to laſt long; and Vareuil again ſunk 


into his former poverty. A merchant 


to whom the captain had ſtrengly re- 


commended him, had indeed promiſed 


to provide for him ſome time or other; 
but opportunities do not always offer. 
He had by accident preſerved three of 
the remarkable ſtones he had picked up 
in his deſart, though he was ignorant 
what they were; but on ſhowing them 
to his protector, he was informed they 
were three rough diamonds of uncom- 
mon beauty, and, by their ſize, of 
great value. Vareuil informed him how 
they came to be in his poſleſſion, and 
the merchant ſold them for three thou- 


K* pounds ſterling. 


This fortunate ſtroke extricated Va- 
reuil out of all his difficulties, and en- 
abled him to enter into an advan- 


tageous trade, which ſoon increaſed his 


capital. He now aſſumed a decent 
apPcar- 


1 
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appearance, and buſi neſs brought him 
acquainted with my father.— But here, 
ſaid Madame Vareuil, his hiſtory muſt - 
be blended with mine. 

My father had, with the wreck of 
his fortune, as I have already ſaid, 
taken ſhelter in England; but he had 
never, with all his care and induſtry, 
been able to attain a ſtate of indepen- 
dancy. This- being the caſe, he ordered 
me to accept an advantageous offer that 
was made me, and I complied, in ſpite 
of my repugnance to the match. After 
having lived unhappy two years, in a 
conſtant endeavour to do my duty, and 
in combating my diſguſt, my huſband 
died, and left me a widow without chil- 
dren. M. de Vareuil conceived fa- 
vourable ſentiments of me at firſt ſight, 
though our fortunes were very unequal ; 
for my father could ſcarce ſupport his cre- 
dit, and my late huſband had deprived 
me by will of half my income in caſe 1 
married again, Notwithſtanding this, 
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I loved Varevil; and my father con- 
ſented to our union, in ſpite of the dif- 
ference of our religion, which is no ob- 
ſtacle i in England, becauſe the children 
are brought up according to the different 
perſuaſions of their parents; the ſons 
following that of the father, and the 
daughters that of the mother. 
Five years rolled on in ſweet tran- 
quility, and every thing proſpered with 
us. During this time, I felt marks of 
pregnancy, and became the happieſt of 
beings; but at the end of five years, my 
father died, and his trade, in which we 
bore a part, and which was our only 
dependance, ſuſtained great loſſes. This 
involved us in difficulties, and my huſ- 
band became ſad and thoughtful. I for 
fix months. ſaw him plunged into the 
deepeſt melancholy, and thought it was 
Intirely owing to his ſenſibility; but in 
- this I was miſtaken; for on my urgent 
' Intreaties to be informed of the cauſe of 
| his trouble, he related his hiſtory to me, 
of which I had hitherta been ignorant. 


—— 
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All is over, faid he, on finiſhing his 
recital; and yet my ſituation inſpires me 
with a project which may prove ſucceſs+ 
ful; you carry a child in your womb to 
whom I owe an eſtabliſhment; 1 intend 5 
to ſecure it, and that even in its on 
country. I ſhall therefore write to my 
father, in order to recall if poſſible his 
natural affection, or at leaſt to excite 
his compaſſion. I ſhall intreat him to 
obtain the abrogation of my vows 
at Rome. If I fail, as I fear I ſhall in 
trade, this diſpenſation will reſtore me 
to my rights, and I ſhall come in for a 
part of my father's property, which we 
will enjoy together if I live, and if I 
die it will prove a proviſion for a wife 
I love with the utmoſt tenderneſs, ; 

During . theſe words, he wept; and 
embracing me tenderly at their conclu- 
ſion, immediately wrote to his father. 
He waited with impatience for an an- 
Iwer; but received none till he had 
| St Rd: written | 
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written three times, and that was only 
to deprive him of all hopes. 
My pregnancy however advanced, and 
1 in due time gave birth to Silvia—dear 
child! what floods of tears bedew'd her 
cradle, and how worthy was Varewl of 
being a father! He now renewed his 
intreaties to his parents; but ſoon learned | 
they had juſt before expired, reprobating 
and diſinheriting him. No reſpe& or 
regard now reſtraining him, he employ- 
ed himſelf entirely in endeavouring to 
obtain an abrogation of his vows. He 
for this purpoſe made uſe of all the 
protection he could find at Rome; and 
money being wanted, exhauſted all his 
reſources to obtain it. This affair took | 
up much time; and he at laſt found he 
ſtood in need of his brother's aſſiſtance. 
This being the caſe, he dared to confide 
in fraternal affection, though he had 
never ſeen his brother but during his 
infancy, and therefore wrote to him as 
follows: 
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J now labor under great misfor- 
tunes, and have paſſed all my life 
in diſgrace and torture. You have 
ſuperceded me in the affection of my 
parents. But I mean not to upbraid 
you, or to complain of their cruelty; 
nor do I wiſh to deprive you of - your 
poſſeſſions. T only aſk for a ſmall. 
part of my father's property, which I 
have an equal claim to with yourſelf. 
This is the motive of my writing; 
and I hope my brother will not. deny 
me ſo reaſonable a requeſt, * — 
His brother's anſwer to this letter 
ſeemed very affectionate. He intreated 
him to be patient; aſſured him he might 
rely on his fraternal love; and excuſed 
himſelf from ſending him any remittance 
by pleading certain embarraſsments, and 
the unavoidable expences of a law ſuit 
in which he was then engaged. He 
ſeemed pleaſed with the ſteps Vareuil. 
had taken at the court of Rome in 
order to obtain a releaſe from. his vows, 


and 
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and concluded his letter by wiſhing him 


ſueceſs, and hoping to ſee him ſoon. . 


My huſband took it for granted that 
all theſe proofs. of his brotlier's affection 
were founded in truth; and he was con- 
firmed in this belief by ſome trifling 


ſums of money he afterwards received. 


This falſe brother ſoon redoubled his 
proteſtations of friendſhip and regard, 
in à ſecond letter, and deſired to ſee 
him, ſaying there were many things 
they could regulate together which 
they could not do at a diſtance. He 
intreated him to reflect on this propoſal, 
and contrive ſome means of undertaking 
his journey , without danger, as he was 


(he ſaid) confined by ill health, and 
unable to ſtir from home. 


My huſband was prevailed upon by 
theſe ſpecious pretences—for being inca- 
Pable of deceit himſelf, he conceived not 


the leaſt ſuſpicion of his brother; though, 


had he _ inveſtigated the matter, he 
might have diſcovered that aſking for a 
i 61 . part 
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part of that brother's property, would 
moſt probably bring his hatred upon 
him, if he proved to be a bad man. 
But a cruel fatality impelled him; and 

notwithſtanding all he had ſuffered, and 

the experience he had had of the ma- af 
lignity of mankind, he fell into the ſnare 
laid for him. He formed his reſolution 
immediately; and the manner in which 
he ſpoke to me of the project he had 
formed, precluded my making any re- 
flections on the ſtep he was about to 
take. My brother in law, in the mean 
time, wrote him word that he intended 
to conſult intelligent men, and cite the 
monks to a tribunal of juſtice, in order 
to make them give an account of their 
conduct towards the unhappy brothers 
who had failed in their duty; and then 
added, that - the judges and magiſtrates, 
who were enraged at the barbarity with 


which they had been treated, (of which 


there had been before examples), would 
lahous to procure their liberty. Being | 
entirely | 
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entirely ignorant of the danger to which 


my huſband was going to expoſe 


himſelf, I only regretted his being 
obliged to be abſent from me a month; 


for my daughter was too young to admit 


of my taking her with me, and my 
affection for her was too great to ſuffer 
me to leave her to the care of ſtrangers. 
M. de Vareuil therefore departed alone; 
ard having taken proper precautions to 


prevent being known again, by changing 


his name, &c. arrived in a certain town 
in France, where he was met by his 
brother according to appointment. From 
this place he wrote me three letters 


ſueceſſively; in which he repeatedly ex- 
preſſed his joy at his brother's kindneſs 


towards him, and the ſanguine hopes 
he had conceived of obtaining a part 
of his father's property. He ſome time 


after this wrote to me again, and in- 
formed me, that he purpoſed ſeeing me 


in a ſhort time, and that he ſhould let 


me © know, in a poſt or two, when he 
Intended 


. / 
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intended to ſet out on his journey. For 
this letter I waited with anxious impa- 
tience for a fortnight; but it came not; 
and a month having elapſed in the ſame 
fruitleſs expectation, I went to the houſe 
of Monſieur N—— (the merchant I have 
already mentioned as the friend of my 
huſband) and acquainted him with my 
apprehenſions. He at firſt endeavoured - 
to comfort me; but on my relating to 
him the hiſtory of my huſband's life, 
he became very penſive, and ſeemed 
ſtruck with a kind of horror. What you 
have told me, ſaid he, makes me appre- 


henſive of ſome treachery. But I may 


perhaps be miſtaken. Do not therefore 
terrify yourſelf. I will write to my 
correſpondents. What is the name your 

huſband has aſſumed? That of d'Erville, 
_ replied I; his brother, who ſucceeded 
to his rights, bearing the family name. 

Monſieur N wrote according to 


his promiſe; and in a month after received 
the following anſwer. 


All 
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All the reſearches we have made after 
the perſon named d' Erville, terminate 
in the following account. — We were in- 
formed, at the inn where he lodged, 
that he had no intercourſe with any 
body except M. Vareuil, who had only 
arrived in this town one day before him; 
and that they had quitted the place 
; together, d*Erville not having been ſeen - 
there ſince. Thinking M. d'Erville 
might be the man who ſome peaſants - 
had reported to have ſeen arreſted the 
ſame day by. people belonging to the 
Marechaufſece and compelled to enter a 
poſt-chaiſe, we took their informations, 
and followed the traces of the priſoner; 
but loſt him at M=—— where M. Vareuil 
generally reſided, and whither he re- 
turned, after having paid the expences 
at the inn, and taken away the portman- 
teau of his friend, who he ſaid was gone 
to England.” | 
This letter increaſed my inquietude to 
torture, as 1 well knew the place where 
| | they 
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they had loſt the traces of: the pretended 
d' Erville was his own country, and 


the place where he had unhappily been 
a monk. I now no longer doubted but 
that my huſband had been ſurprized and 
carried back to his convent, and imme 
diately prepared for my departure. 1 


collected all the money I could find, fold 


moſt of my effects, pawned thoſe I could 
not ſell, put my daughter into a board- 
ing-ſchool, and recommending her to 

took his- 


the care of Monſieur N 
letters of credit, and departed for MX 


Ihe correſpondents of my friend the 
merchant, received me with great cordi- 


ality, eſpecially one whoſe name was 
d'Abol, and who excited my confidence 


by his. generous and obliging manner. 
Being a ſtranger and alone, in need of 
ſupport and advice, I told him the 
cauſe of my journey, and received great 
conſolation from him, his feelings for 


me not being confined to mere words 
He offered me we the. aſſiſtance. in his 
power, 
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power, treated me with the utmoſt kind- 
neſs, and infifted on my accepting an 
apartment in his houſe. As his wife join- 
ed in this requeſt, though ſhe was unac- 
quainted with my hiſtory, I could not 


refuſe their offer, and therefore took up 


my abode with them. 

F now prepared (by the advice of 
Monſieur d' Abol, who did not in the 
leaſt doubt but that my huſband was 
in the hands of his cruel tyrants), to 
pay a viſit to my brother in law, who 
could alone give me any light into this 
dark tranſaction. I was announced to 
him by the name of Madame Vareuil, 
and was with great difficulty admitted 
into his preſence. Madam, ſaid he 
coldly, che moment he ſaw me enter, 
what buſineſs have you' here? I have 
but one brother, - and as that brother is 
a monk, he cannot be married. Juſt 
Heaven! exclaimed I, to what an extre- 
mity am I reduced! and then addreſſing 
myſelf to my brother in law, I ſaid, can 


this be poſſible ſir? can you indeed be 
ignorant 
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ignorant of the unhappy adventures of 
this brother? or do you dare to pretend 
ignorance of them? Have you forgot 
the letters you wrote to him, and the 
profeſſions of affectionate regard they 
contained? In them you called me fiſtex— 


the wife of your unhappy brother—and 


am 1 thus received! I know not what 
you mean, replied he. I had a brother 
once, who eſcaped from his convent, 
and gave himſelf up to libertiniſm; but 
J know not what is become of him, 
and if I was to own all the fiſters in law 
he has given me, I ſhould never have 
done, Barbarian! exclaimed I, be ſatiſ- 
fied with having given me a cool recep- 
tion; do not infult me, for I apprehend 
crueF treachery in your conduct, and 
tear you have delivered up your unfor- 
tunate brother into the hands of his 
executioners.—-Which were I certain 
of—But I reſtrain my ſufpicions, as 
ſuch an accuſation has need of proofs. 


—I wil {earch for them, „ however; 
and 
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and if they are againſt you, tremble !—- 


You know: me not—TI am not one of 
thoſe who groan and weep, but I will 
be revenged 

Saying theſe words, I: darted a look 
at him that threw him into confuſion; 
and immediately returned to M d' Abol, 
in order to acquaint him with the ill“ 
ſucceſs I had met with. "tr 

As the conduct of my brother in law 
on this occaſion, increaſed his ſuſpicions. 
as well as mine, we each reſolved - to 
make enquiries. My impatience was: 
ſach, that I borrowed a gown of 
Madame d' Abol' immediately, put on 
one of thoſe cloaks called a capote, and 
almoſt covering my face with the hood 
of it, went to the church belonging to the 
monaſtery of the ſituation of which 


FI had been Previouſly informed of. 
Here I ſpent ſome time in examining 
every nook and corner, in order to ſlip 
into the convent unperceived; but hav- 
ing remained there a great while, I 
was at length left alone; and being 

alarmed 
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alarmed by the ſound of footſteps advan- 
cing towards me, I entered a dark 
chapel. Here I caſt my eyes towards 
that fide which was-light, and perceived 
my brother in law, with a monk, 
coming towards the place where I was. 
Terrified at their approach, and ſolicitous 
to conceal myſelf, I now darted into the 
firſt confeſſional I could find, and heard 
the following converſation. 
| T wiſh to put you on your guard, 

reverend father, ſaid the unworthy bro- 
ther. of my huſband, for the wife of the 
apoſtate is arrived, and has been to ſee 
me. She ſeems poſſeſſed of great reſo- 
lution, and ſtrongly ſuſpects our conduct. 
What does that ſignify, replied the 
monk, ſince he is now ſafe in our hands, 
out of which he can never eſcape: the 
ſecreſy with which our proceedings are 
managed, precludes all fear, and enables 
us to give out that he is dead. But 
every thing may yet be diſcovered, ſaid 
my brother in law, ſhould any one be ſo 
imprudent as to mention this affair, or 

ſhould 
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ſhould he again eſcape! - Make yourſelf 


perfectly eaſy on that head, rejoined 


the monk; he has-indeed once deceived 


us by an event of chance, but the in- 
_ creaſe of the tide cannot now reach 


his habitation, nor can the dungeon 
in which he is now confined yeild to 


any human efforts. The ſecrets of the 


community are impenetrable ; they are 
confined to a certain number of the 
fathers; and the woman you mention, 
and who pretends to be his wife, will 
find all her efforts to get him out of 
our hands fruitleſs. Be therefore under 
no apprehenſions, but be aſſured that 
you have done the church an eſſential 
ſervice in giving up to it a guilty 
wretch who was tn the road to perdition, 


and whom you have furniſhed with an 


opportunity to make his peace with 
Heaven. 

They continued their diſcourſe on this 
Wor ſome time, to my great mor- 
n—for HERS informa of all 1 
* . „ eſted 
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defired to know, every moment ſeemed 
an age; eſpectally as I was in a con- 
fined poſture, and trembled leſt I ſhould 
be diſcovered. But at length, after 1 
had waited a great while with the height 
of impatience for their departure, they 
quitted the place. | 
Being now perfectly i where 
I was to ſeek for my huſband, I returned 
to the houſe of my friend, totally en- 
groſſed by a thouſand different ideas. 
M d'Abol received me with joy, as he 
was apprehenſive my brother in law 
would have had me watched, and would 
by that means have increaſed my diſtreſs. 
I inſtantly informed him of what I had 
heard, and declared my intention of 
calling the monks to an account in a 
court of judicature for their cruel treat- 
ment of my huſband: but he diſapproved | 
of the ſtep, as it would prove fruitleſs, 
and only be productive of much noile, 
ſaying, that the monks would. -reby 
be put ſtill more on their gud and 
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the vows of my huſband being lockel 
on as an infurmountable obſtacle, my 
marriage with him would be looked on 
as void according to the laws of France. 
He added, that the only thing I could 
hope for, was a penſion from my bro- 
ther in law, and that would be looked 4 
on as a favor done me. 9 

But the principal thing was to extri- 
cate the unfortunate Vareuil from his 
captivity. Addreſs could only do this. 
But what method could effect this pur- 
pole? He however recommended it to 
me to go no more. to the convent, leſt 
1 ſhovitd by that means expoſe myſelf to 
dangers from which OY could * 
tect me. 

Theſe words threw me into a ſtate 
of reflection, and induced me to in- 
quire into the cuſtoms of the monks of 
his convent; which being informed of, 
and comparing them with thoſe I had 
heard my huſband mention, I reſolved 
to Mow for his deliverance. As 1 

>. foreſav- 


„ 
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foreſaw my ſex would be an impediment 
to this undertaking ; after. a few. minutes 
reflection, I determined to diſguiſe myſelf, 


and aſſume the habit of a man, which 55 


M. d Abol furniſhed me with, after 3 
having told him I had no motive for my 
change of habit but that of going to every 
place where men were admitted. He 
recommended it to me ſtrongly to be 
upon my guard, and not to run the riſk. 
of tempting any of the monks by preſents, 
as they mi icht only receive them in order 
to betray me. Thy advice 1 promiſed to 
follow. 
Diſguiſed in the habit of a man, I went 
the next day to the before mentioned 
church, and was requeſted to attend du- 
ring one maſs; but I declined i it, ſaying, 


J was in a hurry. As I obſerved this 


_ anſwer was very ill received, I formed the 
deſign of getting all the prayers, &c. of - 
the Romiſh ſervice by heart; and the 
ardor with which I applied to this ſtudy, 855 
ſoon made me miſtreſs of it. 1 had, it 18 

Vor. II. 5 L Ss truo, 
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true, ſome repugbanee! in to ding; 4 but 


2 3 thought the motive Which impelled me 


to it, excuſed the deed. Great :God!— 


| Eternal Being —exclaimed 1 at hi 


time I ſerve thee in the ground of my 


; Heart; but 1 have to do with men; 


therefore enlighten, protect, guide, and 
Pardon me. 
During this time, 1 attended at every 


5 ſervice, examined every thing with the 


utmoſt - Attention, and familiarized my- 
ſelf with all The ceremonies, ſo as not te 


be ſurprized. As my affiduity, attention, 


and zeal, in attending maſs ſo frequently, 


| made me become known in the monaſtery, 


the kouſe Porters gave me free adm ſon, | 


And the gardens were opened at my ap- 
$ -proach. I became acquainted with Wi | 


of the fathers; entered into ſerious and 

.edifying converſations with them, and 

Went into their apartments, but could not 

as yet diſcover what 1 ſo N defi red | 
40 know. 

nad at t Jengrh of taking ſo many 

5 Suites 
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Fruitleſs ſteps; my impatience 1 


to me a prqject, which though very ha- 


— 


zardous, Was the only one I could under- 


take; this was, to get myfelf incorpamanll | 
into the ſociety, and become a monk. 
A ſmall ſum of money I had in my pb. 
ſeſſion, ſeemed ſufficient to remove all 


difficulties that might ariſe en the occa- 


ſion; but as I was a ſtranger, and alone, 


1 faw plainly a ſurety would be required, 


and therefore opened my mind to 
M. d'Abol. He endeavoured in vain to 
diſſuade me from ſo hazardous an enter- 
prize, and even urged ſome religious 
icruples againſt it, But I continued re- 
ſolute; and at laſt obtained his conſent. 


— 


When I aſſumed the habit of a man, I ; 1 


took the name of Silveſtre; by which | 
name I announced myſelf. at the confeſ- 
ſional the next day, and aſked to ſpeak - 
with the ſuperior; I here told him that 
1 came from a diſtant province, and was 
born of honeſt, though indigent parents; 
that I had long lived ſervant . with a fo- 
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A reign officer, and had by frugality amaſ⸗ 
- fed the ſum of a hundred louis d'or; 
adding, that as I had nothing ſo much at 


heart as my ſalvation, I was reſolved to 
enter into a monaſtic and tranquil way 


A 


LY 


of life, and was come to conſult. him on 
that head Ny 
The hundred louis d- or had their deſi- 


red effect. The ſuperior commended my 
pious reſolution, and exhorted me to take 


the habit in his convent; but nevertheleſs 
defired to know whether any reſponſible 


perſon in the-town would atteft the truth 
of what I had told him concerning my 
- birth, and anſwer for my integrity. When 


I mentioned M d'Abol he ſeemed ſatisfied, 


and exhorted me to come to him again. 


1 now returned to my friend, in order to 


ſuggeſt to him what anſwers he was to 
make when he was queſtioned on my ac- 
count. Ina word, every thing ſucceeded 


to my wiſh, and I was admitted a proba- 


tioner. In this ſtate I remained ſome 
: months, which appeared to me ſo many 


: ages; ? 
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ages; affecting great zeal, and , „ 
the ſuperior without ceaſing, to whom 1 
ſeemed to open my whole ſoul. He at 
laſt began to place a confidence in me; 
and when I intreated him- to abridge the 
time of my probation, he ſaid, ah! my 
ſon ! I fear you will repent, and will one 
day become diſguſted with your ſituation, 
for we have had apoſtates before now. I 
affected amazement at theſe words. Can 
it be poſſible, reverend father, ſaid I, 
with zealous rage — O! the monſters—-— 
why do they not fall into my hands? for 
it would be ſerving heaven to inflict, and 
even to cruſh them, as there can be no 
puniſhment adequate to their crimes. 5 
All II faid on this ſubje&t ſeemed th - 
give great pleaſure to the ſuperior, who, 
after a few more earneſt ſolicitations on 
my part, permitted me to enter into my 
noviciate, which was to laſt a year. How 
dreadfully long did this period appear. to 
me! I am ſtill amazed at my patience 
. cir cumſpection during this time; un- 
L 3 der 
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der the ſame roof. with my huſband, 
knowing him to be wretched, and in need 
of my afliſtance, being a torture inexpreſ- 
ſible! His image followed me every 
| where; and it required nathing leſs than 
my extreme attachment, and the hopes 
I had of effecting a purpoſe ſo near my 
heart, to ſupport me under ſo heavy. « 8 
trial. 
The year at laſt claped, and I made | 
not the leaſt heſitation in pronouncing | 
_ vows which I knew could not bind me. 
24s my zeal, my aſſiduities, and attention, 
had prepaſſeſſed the ſuperior in my favour 
as well as the elders of the community, 
whom I had taken great care to pleaſe; 
their kindneſs, and profeſſions of friend- 
- ſhip to me were unbounded; though I 
could not yet obtain the waders. e 1 
wanted. 3 : 

The time however at length arrived, 
when 1 was to reap the fruits of my per- 
ſeverance. A brother of our community 
happening to die at the end of the fourth 

1235 11315 , year 
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year of my ſufferings, the ſuperior ſent,” 
for me to his cell —Silveſtre, ſaid he, as as 
F entered; I am about to give a ſtrong 
proof of the confidence J place in vou-1 
am going to let you into ſome of our fe- 
erets. But you muſt promiſe not to betray * 
Gn which 1 threw myſelf at his feet, 
= promiſed. and ſwore to all that he bid 
me; after which he continued as follows. 
You know, brother Silveſtre, that we 
have had apoſtates among us. Impious- 8 
wretches, who have forſaken the worſhip” 
of the true god, and have ſacrificed to : 
their paſſions! Some of theſe have fallen 
again into our hands, and our religion | 
and duty have obliged us to puniſh them 
according to their deeds. ; We. conceal 
them from the ſight of the reſt of our 
brothers, leſt they ſhould prove objects 
of offence to them; and they live in dark 
and ſecret dungeons, where they have an 5 
opportunity of expiating their crimes by 
repentance. Brother Ambroſe, who uſed 
to carry theſe wretches their food and 
8 drink, | | 
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drink, having juſt now expired, I give | 
this office to you, becauſe, though you 

are but lately entered into our community, 

you have engaged my confidence. But 
tremble at abuſing it; as your liberty muſt 
prove the facrifice. Let no fooliſh weak- 
neſs induce you to pity theſe wretches. 

But T fear nothing with regard to the vir- 

tuous Silveſtre—he cannot _ eternal 

Vengeance: f 

I now diſcovered fo much ſubmiſſion to 
| his will, and ſo much averſion againſt 

thoſe he called apoſtates, that he told 

me he would himſelf conduct me to the 
place. He then ordered me to go and 
fetch the bread and water I was to carry 
to the priſoners, which was kept ready 
by a father he named to me. 
I flew rather than ran to execute his 
commiſſion the only one I could perform 
with pleaſure, I was now to approach 
my huſband, to ſuccour and relieve him. 
— With what impatience had I not waited 


for'y this moment with what ardor had 
1 


ſcended an hundred ſteps, at the bottom 
of which ſtaircaſe was a door of extraor- 


tered into a hollow way, far from broad, 
but very long; here we found a dungeon, 


deeply and pronounced ſome interrupted 
words, but whom I did not diſtinguiſh 


to viſit; one who was much more. cri- 
minal—one who had eluded their vigi- 


L 5 contempt 
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] not longed for this interview! On my 
return to the ſuperior, he ordered me to 
follow him, and J purſued his ſteps . 
the bottom of the garden, where he 
opened a door hid by an hedge of. yokes: 
elm, and by a ſtatue of the patron of ther 
convent, which I had not before obſerv⸗ | 
ed; and ſhutting it after him, we de- 


dinary thickneſs, through which we en- 


where I left a part of my proviſion with 
a priſoner who ſighed and groaned very 


by his voice to be my huſband. On my 
rejoining the ſuperior, he told me there 
was yet another priſoner whom we were 


lance, and had made his eſcape into a 
land of- 2 where he married, in 


5 
. 


— — 
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contempt of his vows. O, what a monſter! 
cried I; and do you ſtill pity hin? 
We now lifted up a fort of trap 5 
d deſcending another ſtaircaſe, opened 
a door. Here I ſaw an iron cage, in 
which the priſoner could only abide in 
u fitting poſture, and here heard the un- 
fortunate, Vareuil ſpeak thus.—O! my 
dear Fidelia! ſaid he (that being my 
name) what is become of you? and 
thou, my poor Sil via lwho hadſt but juſt 
received thy birth, When thou wert aban- 
doned by thy father, and robbed of his 
ſuccour! ye are now, perhaps, a prey to 
the moſt abject poverty! Dear objects 
of affection! you are never abſent from 
my remembrance—do you ſtill live, and 
do you ſtill think of me? A ſhuddering 
now ſeized me my knees trembled— 
and I was ready to ſink but the darkneſs | 
with which we were ſurrounded prevent- 
ed the ſuperior's obſerving my ſituation. 
I however inſtantly collected myſelf, feel- | 
ing the neceſſity of ſo doing, as I might 
. ; * 6 no- 


erg or I F P. b SI 


| now loſs the: labour of. five. years. 0 : 
exceſs. of " misfortune, . and the hopes * 
putting al end to it, reſtoring my reſo- 
lution, and enablige. me: to perform in 


lence what I had begun... On: our -quit= | 


ting the place, 1 aſſumed. ſo cool and 
tranquil a countenance, that the ſuperior | 
embraced me,. and faid I ſhould for the 
future -carry the ſuſtenance for theſe 
vretches alone. Eight days was the 


period their bread and water was to laſt 


how tedious was this time to me! 
As I feared being obſeryed; I deter- 
mined to avoid ſpeaking to my huſband ; - 
eſpecially. as his ſurpriae at ſeeing me 
again might perhaps, in his weak ſtate, 
prove fatal to him. I therefore ſupplied 
myſelf with paper and pencil, a wax 
light and a box, in which I put up what 
was neceſſary to make à fire, and then in 
a diſguiſed hand wrote the: following : 
letter. — | 
e There is one in this 1 who 
intereſts himſelf in your behalf, and pities 


75 ® 
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your wife and child, who are ſtill living. 
Make uſe of the implements for writing 
T have brought you, and be aſſured your 
letter ſhall be ſafely delivered according 
to its direction. In caſe the brother who 
brings you this billet, ſhould not be ſent | 
next week 'with your proviſions, be on 
your guard, and do not betray yourſelf— 
you will know your friend by his ſpeak- 
ing the following Engliſh words, Hope 
comes to all; to him deliver your anſwer 
boldly, and depend on Providence for 
the reſt, Steps are already taken for 
your delivery; and the greateſt difficulty, 
which was that of getting at you, is over.” 
At the ſtated time, I flew to the dun- 
geon, ſaying, Vareuil, I feel for your diſ- 
treſses; take this letter, and this box, 

- | which contains what is neceſſary to ſup- 
ply you with a light; act according to 
the directions contained in the letter, 
and eat the food I have brought you, 
which will by degrees reſtore” your 
ſtrength. What generous ſoul (exclaim- 

; d 


20 
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ed the unfortunate. Vareuil, in a feeble 
tone) thus nobly exerts itſelf in my fa- 
vour? can it be one of our monks? Peace! 
replied I, we may be obſerved; and then 
quitted him with an aking heart, feeling 

the neceſſity of fo doing. N 

As I was, on quitting this place, to 
carry the keys back to the ſuperior, I 
immediately took their impreſſion on wax; 
and fearing leſt my huſband ſhould be 
diſcovered with a light by their going 
into the priſon unawares, I ſtaid with the 
father (who held the keys very tient * 
the morning. 

As he was this afternoon to pay viſits 
in the town, I vas ſent out in quality of 
brother, to gather alms; which employ- 
ment facilitating my coming in and go- 
ing out, enabled me to pay a viſit to 


Monſieur d'Abol, whom I had not ſeen 92 


for ſome time, and to whom I car- 
ried the impreſſion I had taken of the 
keys. He rejoiced at the ſucceſs of my 
enterprize, and ſaid, heaven itſelf ſeemed 

to 


. s 
{ $44 Þ 
9. 2 


: this 5 1 3 M. d'Abol, 
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4 to approve my reſolution and. fone 
by its enabling me, in ſpite. of the dread; 
© ful obſtacles which oppoſed me, to ap- 


proach my huſband. Your. courage will 


certainly ſave him, added hg;/ and I will, 


as J have promiſed, do all in my power to 
aſſiſt you. ., He nom undertook tp have 
the keys made according to the impreſſion, | 
and money facilitated the ſcheme; the 
next day they were ready, and delivered 
into my hands. No words can expreſs 
my joy on this occaſion, as I had it now 


in my power to ſet Vareuil at liberty, 
and to be united to him for ever. 


tating on the project I had formed, and 


examined every part of the garden; which | 
I found at the extremity of the monaſtery, 
and on one fide, joined to a private ſtreet. 
The wall indeed was high; but the lad- 
ders, of which there were a great plenty 
for pruning the trees that covered it with 


their branches, might reach it. With 


who 
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who concerted meaſures with me, and 
gave me ſome files. Theſe I carried to 
my huſband at the appointed time, ſaying, | 
Hope comes to all. Generous man! replied: 
he, here is my letter. Take this habit, 
cried I, interrupting him; and make uſe 
of theſe files in filence to ſaw your bars 
aſunder, and open yourſelf a paſſage on 
that ſide of your priſon which is oppoſite 
to the place where you receive your food; 
in a week you ſhall be free, and I will 
come and fetch you at night. Pity. my 
fate, replied he, in a voice ſcarce audible; 
you may not perhaps accompliſh what 
you have ſo generouſly undertaken, and L 
may not, as my ſtrength is juſt exhauſted, 
be able to profit by your kindneſs. You 
muſt recall your ſtrength, rejoined I, on 
the inſtant, you muſt exert yourſelf to | 
the utmoſt; and then exhorting ham. t to 
do as I deſired, left him. 
TI now hurried back to the houſe of 5 
Monſieur d'Abol, in order to read the 
letter N. huſband had given me with 
greater 


— 
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greater ſafety, and found the contents to 
be as follows. 9 ee 
« Compaſſionate unknown, hoc 0 
generouſly intereſt yourſelf in my favour, 
make all the haſte you can in order to 
aſſiſt me, leſt your ſuccour ſhould come 
too late. As you may perhaps know my 
wife and daughter, communicate my miſ- 
fortunes to them, and in the name of 
God endeavour to confole them. What 
muſt have been the diſtreſs of my Fidelia 
at my not having written to her for ſo 
ee, a time? I tore myſelf from her arms 
in order to procure her an happier ſitu- 
ation. But alas!—a brother, a barbarous 
brother has betrayed me, and plunged me 
into this abyſs of woe! He at firſt treat- 
ed me with every mark of friendſhip and 
regard, preſſed me in his- arms, aſſured 
me I might firmly rely on his brotherly 
affection, and told me he would do every 
things in his power-to ſerve me. The laſt- 
time I ſaw him, he prevailed on me. to 
_ accompany him out of town, and drawing 
| N 55 


Fd 
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me cowards a wood; entered into a con- 
fidential diſcourſe with me, which on his 
part Teemed to be dictated by innocence 
and truth, as it really- was on mine. A 
troop of horſe , ſoon came up to us, and 
laying hands on me, my brother fled. I 
endeavoured to recall him, but in vain, 
and was ſoon dragged to the convent, 
where I was thrown into this dungeon, 
and loaded with the bittereſt abuſe. Oh! 
my wife! my daughter what will become 
of you ?—and what will become of me? 
the remembrance of you increaſes my ills, 
and I cannot, without ſhuddering, think 
of your fate. Juſt Heaven! let all your 
vengeance fall on me, and ſpare theſe 
dear objects of my affection! Oh, preſerve, 
ſupport, and bleſs them! My ftrength 
decays apace; my eyes, for ſo long a time 
deprived of light, can ſcarce ſuſtain” the 
feeble rays of a candle; it is with diffi- 
culty that I write theſe lines; my body is 
in a deplorable ſtate, and my ſoul is in 
no better. Generous ſtranger, let this 
3 letter 
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letter be conveyed to my Fidelia, and en- | 


5 deavour to procure me my liberty, if that 


: po s 


can poſſibly be effected; as my only mo- 
tive for wiſhing for it is the ardent deſire 
E feel to ſee my wife once more, and to 
expire in her arms! Adieu!—I. expect 

every thing. "3184 your exertions, and 
from the merey of Heaven!!! 
I could not finiſh this letter without 
ſhedding a:torrent of tears; the deſpair of 
Vareuil plunging a dagger into my breaſt, 
as I. felt the neceſſity of haſtening my 
project, without being able to execute it 
in leſs than a week. At the return of 19 1 
his. image Haunted me perpetually. 
Imagination repreſented his ſituation i in #4 
its horrors, and 1. became almoſt delirious. 
By an involuntary movement, and by an 
impulſe too ſtrong to be reſiſted, I ran 
into the garden and attempted to open the 
door of it, in order to ſee and to conſole 
my huſband; but found it locked, and the 

j key taken away. I now bitterly, regretted 


oe TT 


my not having taken an n of this 
key | 


__ --» 
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key alſo. I returned with an aking 1 
and the next day acquainted M. d' Abol 
with the circumſtance, and the obſtacle E 
had met with. 8 
Unfortunate Fidelia ſaid be? you were 
on the point of deſtroying all your pur- 
poſed happineſs! Had you made yourſelf” 
| known to your huſband in his preſent 
weak tate, it would have cauſed: a revolu- 
tion in his frame that he could not have 
been equal to. He muſt have funk. under: 4 
che weight. of ſo unexpected a ſtroke, and 
you muſt have ſunk by his fide} You, 
muſt this evening get poſſeſſion of the. 
garden key, I will at nine o'clock be im 
the ſtreet which joins to the garden wall, 
and will have à ladder ready ay. the ſide 
of the laſt tree. 
Ass the fathers muſt not t attend the bu 
this night, here is ſomething that you. 
muſt pour into their drink in order to 
make them ſleep. Do not diſcover your- 
ſelf to your huſband till you are ſafe in 
my houſes; and. arm yourſele* with that 
reſolutions 


F * 
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| reſolution and courage which you have 


already given ſuch ſtrong proofs of. 


Theſe words inſpired me with new vi- 
gour. I returned to the canvent in order. 
- © prepare the wine the fathers were to 
drink, attended them at ſupper, and ſoon | 
b perceived the effects of the ſoporific mix- 


ture I had put into their bottles; in fine, 


they all retired to reſt before their accuſ . 
| tomed time, and the whole community 
were ſoon locked in the arms of ſleep. 


At half an hour paſt eight, I ſeized 
the key of the garden door, haſtened to 


my huſband's dungeon, changed my 
' dreſs, and making him change his own, 
TI compleated the opening he had endea- 
voured to make. I now drew him gently 
out of this horrid place, faſtened the 


door after us with the utmoſt precaution, 


and led him a few paces: but when he 


came into the open air, he fainted away, 
and remained inſenſible in Re” of all wy 


efforts to recall him. 
What were my feelings at this moment! 
. for 
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for all my ſcheme of happineſs ſeemed 


fled, and the moſt paignant anguiſh filled 3 


my heart! I ſeized a ladder, placed it 
againſt the garden wall, run up it to ſee 
whether Monſieur d'Abol was at the 
place appointed, and- perceiving him | 
there, cried out, help me, or I am loſt 
for ever! He came immediately to my 
aſſiſtance, deſcended into the garden, 
and gave me all the ſuccour in his power. 80 
But Vareuil remained inſenſible in ſpite 
of our united efforts to recall him, and 


ſcarce ſhowed any ſigns of life. At this 


moment my reſolution returned. W took 
my huſband up on my ſhoulders, mount- 
ed the ladder, and arrived at the top of 
the wall; but when there, I knew not ho- 
to carry him over it without danger, and 


to reach the ladder placed on the other 


ſide with ſafety. M. d' Abol, aſtoniſhed 
at what I did, aſſiſted me to the utmoſt 
of his power, and ſupporting Vareuil, en- 
abled me to paſs the wall. I now col- 
lected all mT ſtrength, reached the bot- 

tom 
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tom of the ladder'i in ſafety, and walked 
with: an agility that amazed Monſieur 
d' Abol, who followed me, We arrived | 
- at the lone houſe which had been long 
before prepared for our reception; ve 
were conducted into a private apartment, 
where Vareuil was put to bed, and where: 
every thing was done to recall him to 
«life. My ſtrength, which had hitherto 
"ſeemed to increaſe every moment, ſuſ. 
_ tained by my imagination, my reſolution, 
and my fears, now abandoned me, and 
I fainted away. In this ſtate I remained 
A great while; and it proved dangerous in 
"| Proportion to the great efforts I had made, 
This has convinced me that nothing 1s] 
| impoſſible to ſtrong. paſſions, and that 
the ſoul in its elevation can do things 
beyond conception; but then its fall 
18 B+ the' weakneſs of human nature, 
muſt be great in Proportion to its uncom 
mon exertions. 
The aſſiduities of M. d Abol at lengt 


Err * ben! reaſſumet 
| the 
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*the habit of my ſex, in order to i” 


myſelf from the monks, and diſappoint | 
the reſearches they A 8 87 doubtleſs make 


after me. 


My huſband eln not t be recalled to 
life 'till ſome hours after; and he was | | 
then in fo languilhing a ſtate,” that the 


Phyſician who was called in to his aſſiſt- 


ance deſpaired of his Ife. He was re- 
turning M. d'Abol a thouſand thanks for 
his unexampled goodneſs, when I ap- 


peared. Great God! ſaid he, it is F ide- 
lia tt is my wife! I ſee her—I embrace 
her—and I die contented! He was now 


again falling into his former inſenſibility, 


when I prevented him by my ſhrieks and 
tears. Juſt Heaven! exclaimed I, is this 
the fruit of all my labours! is this the 
reward of all my pains! have you reſtored 
him to me for a moment only to 
ſnatch him from me for ever 


The enfeebled and aſtoniſhed Varevil | 
now defired to be informed by what | 


means I had been able to find kim out, 
| and 


3 
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and by what happy circumſtance I had 
entered into his chamber. Ahl. replied 6 
I, can you then ſuppoſe that I could live 
without vou? can you ſuppoſe that! 
would remain in England, unmindful of 
your fate? No! made every poſſible | 
. enquiry about you; purſued you to France; 
entered into your convent; aſſumed the 
habit of a man, and took the oaths like 
you. It was 1 who delivered you from 
your captivity; it was I. who ſupplied | 
you. with. implements for writing; and 1 
Was the, brother. who, brought you your 
8 lat proviſions. 8 8 10 
Amazed.—terrified—and e by 
turns; Vareuil now. aſked for a further 
explanation; of which when he was in- 
formed, he exclaimed Oh, prodigy of 
love -h, miracle of conſtancy |: oh, 
Fidelia! 1 owe you all, and wiſh to live 
in order to reward you But alas! it 


conceived of his recovery; T but at ok | 
ay of 
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of day they all vaniſhed ; and Vareuil ex- 
pired, regretting my fate and that of his 

daughter, whom he recommended to my 
care with tranſports of affection, and endea- 
voured to divert my grief by offering me 
an object equally worthy of my attention. 
No words can deſcribe my deſpair on this 
| occaſion,” M. d'Abol took upon him my 
| huſband's funeral; and for this purpoſe 
communicated: our hiſtory in confidence to 
the cure of the pariſh. This prieſt, who 
pitied my ſituation, and who was a man of 
liberal ſentiments, procured my huſband's 
Interment, and yore the RY n 
of it to me. 

I could with Aifficuley ſuſtain this. 8 
I for ſome days remained in a ſtate between 
life and death; during which time the care 
and aſſiduity of M. d' Abol was untemitted . 


when he perceived me rather better) a 
daughter who has no other ſtay . than you. 
Can you refolve to abandon your child? 
can you forget the injunctions of your dying 
Vor. III. M huſband, 


| You have a daughter, (ſaid he to me at laſt, 
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Kirvs your attention FAN reſolve | 


to die rather than obey him + T his-diſcourſe | 


made a deep impreſſion on me, and awak- 
ened me out of the lethargy into which the 
death of my huſband had thrown; me. 1 
now recollected J had a child; and nature 
whiſpered that I was a mother. I now be- 
gan to be uneaſy with regard to the fate of | 


my daughter, as I had heard nothing of her 


5 


for a. great while; and longed for the per- 
fect re- eſtabliſhment of my health, that! 
aMmightireturn to England and ſeek after her. 
As ſoon as I was able to travel, M. d' Abol 
took me back to his wife, who knew nothing 
of my fatal adventures, and informed her [ 
mas juſt returned from a journe. 
While I was endeavouring ok the 
perfect reweſtabliſhment of my health in this 
, worthy family, the monks whom I had 
qquitted were making ſtrict ſearch-after me, 
und theiflight of brother Silveſtre was noiſed 
abroad. The ſuperior and elders of the 
community, . ſnuddered at being a ſe- 

: | | 0 cond 
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me with imprecations, and were inconſolable 


frequently to the houſe of M. d' Abol, in 
order to complain of the conduct of his 
protege, and had ſtrong ſuſpicions, tho they. 


alledged he had, himſelf been deceived with 
regard to me. 
The . Its niſees „ in 


againſt M. d' Abol for giving ſhelter to a 
fugitive brother belonging to his convent, 
whom he loudly: demanded of him again. 


M. d'Abol to be irreproachable, and that 


pious man, thought the ſuperior's ſuſpicions 
ill founded; but as he ſtill perſiſted in his 
demand, he took a troop of archers with hays 
and accompanied by the monk, went to NM. 
d'Abol, ; 72 

M 5 The 


cond time deprived. of their victim, loaded 


could give no anſwer to M. d Abol when he 


this family, happening to hear my voice one . 
day, retired without ſaying a word, and go- 
ing to a magiſtrare, lodged a complaint 


The magiſtrate, who knew the character HE 


he was incapable of giving ſanction to a 
young libertine, being himſelf a remarkably 


at thus becoming my dupes. They came 


CO OG 
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- The houſe was immediately ſurrounded; | 


every paſs was guarded ; and ſix men entered | 
with the monk and magiſtrate. | The mo- | 
ment M. d' Abol was informed of their by. 


ſineſs, he appeared before them with great 


compoſure, anſwered all their queſtions with 
calmneſs, and gave up his keys. They noy 
viſited every part of his houſe, opened every. 


door, pryed into every corner, and made the 
- moſt ſcrupulous reſearches in vain. They 


at laſt came to the apartment of Madame 


 WAbol, where I was buſied in ſome occups- 


tions peculiar to my fex, and where the ſu- 
perior, after looking at me for ſome mi- 
nutes, recollected my face, and cried out to 
the magiſtrate, that is brother Silveſtre | - 


"that is the apoſtate I am in ſearch of! I ſec 
nobody here, replied the magiſtrate, except i 


two ladies at work. You are deceived (ex- 


claimed the monk in a rage) that female ha- 


bit is a trick —a device to conceal brother 


Silveſtre and coming towards me he offer 
ed to take hold of me. What is the mean- 
ing of all this ? father, cried I (ſtarting up 


and 


— 


— 
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and puſhing him from me with great firm- 
neſs) is it in character, think you, to be- 
have thus to one who is totally ignorant of 
every thing you have been talking about? 5 
Madame d'Abol, who was far from ſuf. 
petting the truth, now burſt into a violent 
fit of laughter, and ſaid—ſpare me this bro- 
ther, I beſeech you, for I cannot do without 
him; tho? I did not know he was a run. away; * 
and ſhall blame M. d Abol for giving him 
ſhelter here. 

While the magiſtrate kues not what to 
make of this ſcene, and the ſuperior kept 
crying out J was really brother Silveſtre, I 
went up to the former, and intreated him to 
deliver me from the extravagancies of a man 
who muſt certainly be deprived of his ſenſes or 
he could not thus Pay no regard to what 
he ſays (interrupted the unfeeling monk) for 
his dreſs belies his ſex. 


As the magiſtrate replied chat that might - - 


be eaſily known, anger darted from my 
eyes; and I exclaimed; this is an inſult not 
to be borne but if a ſtranger—a woman, 

= is 
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is to be treated with ſuch indignity, let 
the room be cleared, and let women be called 
in for my juſtification, if Madame d' Abo | 

word is not to be taken. I then added, that 

I inſiſted on the ſuperior's being puniſhed for 
his injuſtice and audacity. The monk now 
bound himſelf by the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations 
co ſubmit to the moſt dreadful puniſhment 
in caſe he had actuſed me falſely, and then 
pulled me by the arm, in order to deliver 
me into the hands of the ſoldiers. In my 
ſtruggle to diſengage myſelf from his graſp, 
which I did with all the ſtrength that I was 

miſtreſs of, my neck handkerchief, which 
' was but flightly pinned, as J was in a diſha- 

dille, ſlipt off, and made me bluſh like ſcar- 
let; while the monk, who had occaſioned 
the accident, was, tho froma very different 
motive, thrown into equal confuſion. 
The magiſtrate, who was now greatly in- 
cenſed, apologized to me, and to Monſieur 
and Madame d'Abol, for what had happen - 
ed, and then ordered the ſuperior to with⸗ 


TY draw. 


N 
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Nous can deſeribe the monk's fury on 
this occaſion, the teſtimony of his own eyes 
being ſcarce ſufficient to convince him of his 
error. He however returned to me at laſt, 
and begged my pardon with a very ill grace. 
Igrant you the pardon you aſk for, replied I. 

But I have other crimes to alledge againſt 

you, I am the wife of Vareuil, and inſiſt f 
on having my huſband reſtored to me. Should 

you not comply with my requeſt, L will make 
you tremble! I will apply to the court of 
Rome, will obtain a diftolution of his:vows, 

and you ſhall anſwerfor his non appearance. 
Alas! replied the terrified ſuperior, with an 
| hypocritical air, I know nothing of him. 
Brother Silveſtre has contrived to deprive us 
of him, and it is to him you muſt apply; 
indeed I even now doubt my ſenſes; but 

you may be the ſiſter of Silveſtre. As 1 held 
chis monk in ſovereign contempt, and even 
trembled at his preſence, I ſent him back 
with ſcorn, andꝭ regretted it was not in my 
power to puniſh him according to his barda- 
rous treatment of my huſband. + 
015 > This 
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This affair (which was foon circulated | 
throughout the town) cauſed many ludicrous 
jeſts againſt the fathers; and my brother-in- | 
law, when he was informed of my huſband's | 
flight, (whoſe fate he was ignorant of) diſ- 
covered the utmoſt conſternation 3 as he 
feared he might have obtained the diſpenſa- | 
tion of his vows, and might return and de- 


mand a part of his property. 


Being at length in a condition to under- 

take my journey for England, I prepared 
for it; and M. d'Abol exhorted me to re- 
turn with my daughter to France, as her 
_ preſence might ſoften the heart of her uncle, 
and induce him to be kind to her. She 
will at leaſt, ſaid he, intereſt humanity in her 
favor, as the unhappy victim of her father's 
misfartunes, and excite commiſeration in 
caſe you ſhauld be obliged to proſecute Va- 
 reuil in a court of judicature. This advice, 
which I knew to be diftated by diſintereſted 
_ friendſhip, I liſtened to with complacency ; 
and determining to follow it, was impatient 
to 1 as h longed to em brace my daugh- 

e 
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ter, whom I had not ſeen for a long while, 
and who was greatly endeared to me by the 
loſs of her father. 

My affairs were ſoon ee and Mon- i 
ſieur d Abol accompanied me to R G 
where I took ſhipping for England, and: ar- 
rived in London in a few days. I now flew 
to the houſe of the merchant whom I have 
already mentioned, and to whoſe care.I had 
committed Silvia; but found he had been 
dead two years, and that his fon, who had 
quitted buſineſs, was ſet off on a long jour- 
ney, without having fixed the time of his. 
return. This intelligence cut me to the 
heart, as I knew not what was become of 
my child. I flew to the boarding-ſchoot 
where I had left my daughter, and finding. 
the was not there, deſired to ſee Mrs. Love, 
(for that was the name of the miſtreſs) and 
when ſhe entered, repeatedly aſked for Sil- 
via. She ſeemed greatly embarraſſed at my 
preſence, heſitated in her ſpeech,” and was 
at a loſs to anſwer me; when all the mother 
immediately ruſhing into my heart, L burſt 

M * into 
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0 your daughter without being paid for her 
board; therefore when Monſieur N 


have long engroſſed all my attention, and 


| entering it with a palpitating heart, caſt my 


vide for her—ſhe ſhall not ſtand in need of 
the ea 5 ſuccour of a _ ſchool 


into tears, and * WO Aenne 
where is my child? g 26% 

Madam, ſaid Mrs. Lows: at laſt living F 
a gteat expence, I could not afford to keep 


died, I ſent her, ſtrongly recommended, to 
the pariſn. Good God! exclaimed I, do! 
live to lee this day is my daughter ſup- 
ported by public charity, and mingled with 
the poor, while I have where with to maintain 
her! Ohl! my dear Vateuil! what pangs would 
this event have given thee! But thy concern 


have long cauſed me to forget [was a mother! 

Without ſaying another word, and with- 
out bidding the miſtreſs of the: boarding- 
ſchool adieu, I ran to the charity-{chool, and 


eyes on every fide. Madam, faid I to the 
governeſs, what is become of my daughter? 
—reſtore her to mei am alive Iwill pro- 


ol 


— 


* 
PI * 
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or be any longer maintained by the public. 
The governeſs, who did not know me, de- 
fired me to explain myſelf more clearly, as 
ſhe ſaid ſhe did not underſtand my meaning. 
This provoked me; as I could. not Deces 
vinced but that I had explained myſelt fully, - 
demand my daughter Silvia of you! ſaid _ 
I—that daughter Mrs, Love commuted to 
your charge two years ago.—Sie is mine — 
you muſt reſtore her to me I muſt ſee—T 
muft embrace and weep over her I muſt 
deplore her father's fate, and my own wretch- 
edneſs! The governeſs, who was now moved 
by what 1 had ſaid, rephed, ſhe had a girl 
of the name I had mentioned, whom Mrs. 
Love had brought to her about two years 
before, and immediately introduced her:— 
but in what a ſtate? —oh Heavens II ran 
into her arms, I preſſed her to my boſom, I 
wept overgher and kiſſed her a thouſand 
times. Unfortunatedaughter!—dearSilvia!- 
image of an huſband I adored d I then 
ſee you again !—do I then preſs her to my 


I could lay no more for ſome mi- 
By nutes; 


— 


pFou was dead—why did ſhe tell a lie? 


not to be deſcribed. My greedy eyes had 
hitherto diſtinguiſhed nothing but ker. She 


\ 
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nutes; but at length continued you are 
now ignorant of the extent of your woes, 
and of your mother's pangs. Your youth 


prevents your ſeeing all the horrors of her 
ſttuation, and joining her ſobs and tears. 


Silvia now preſſed me in her little arms, 
and wept upon my boſom. My dear mother 
ſaid ſhe, I am ſure you are my mother! — how 
glad am I to fee you again !—will you never 
leave me— will you always take me with 
you ?—ſhall I always be able to embrace 
ycu?—wicked Mrs. Love; ſhe told me 


. Her tender careſſes, her infantine diſ- 


courſe, and unaffected ſimplicity, threw me 


into a ſtate of grief, languor, and ſatisfaction 


occupied every faculty of my ſoul, and my 


fenſes ſeeming dead, the throbbings of my 


heart alone proved my exiſtence. But when 
this tumult and conflict between body and 
mind ſubſided, ſurrounding objects ſtruck 
me in their. uſual manner, and I ſaw my 
5 = | daughter 
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daughter covered with a coarſe cloth, which 
indicated poverty and diſgrace. This ap- 
pearance inſpired me with indignation, and 


I turned away my eyes, exclaiming, can 
this be my Silvia !—Oh! Vareuil! if you . 
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hold this object — if your affection for your 


child has followed you to the tomb what 
muſt be your feelings at this moment 
Would ſhe have been thus if you had lived? 
Poor child, thou haſt no longer a father! 

I could ſay no more; my loſſes preſenting 
themſelves to my imagination im their full 
extent. The governeſs ſeemed to feel for 
and pity my ſituation: but when I made a 


motion to withdraw, and take away my 


daughter; ſhe ſpoke thus: I make no doubt 
of your being the mother of this child, Mas 
dam, ſaid ſhe; but it is abſolutely neceffary - 
that Mrs. Love ſhould confirm your claim, 
and that the director of this houſe ſhould 


give his conſent to your taking away your 


daughter. How! interrupted I with preci- 


Pitation, am I to be deprived of my child ?—. 
am I, who am Ker mother, to be. ſeparated a 
Y from 
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from her ? nobody has any right over her 
while I live, but thoſe to whoſe care I ſhall | 


commit her —I therefore claim her as my. | 
ows, and will not part with her. 
— But alas my efforts, my tears, my ſuppli 4 
catiang, and even my threats, were vain. 1 
was obliged to leave my daughter at the 
charity ſchool; and being animated by rage, 
went immediately to Mrs. Love. Madam, 


ſaig I, the moment I ſaw her, you haye diſ- 
poſed. of my child without my, being privy 


to t! I claim her at your hands, and ex- 
pect you will repair the injury you have done 
me, by going with me directly, and proving 
my claim as a mother! — Tou do not fly, 
Madam were you thus tardy when you 


wanted to be rid of my daughter? 


Acts. Love, who was altoniſhed at my 

impatience, and ſenſible of her error, ſeemed 
greatly confuſed. I held the empire of rea- 
ſon over her, and nature pleaded my cauſe. 


| _ Having dreſſed herſelf with ſpeed, ſhe fol- 


"lowed me to the charity-ſchool, ſpoke to the 


 governels, and went with me to the director, 
| who 


W 
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who: was not to be ſpoken wich then, and 1 


who ſent us word that we muſt come the 
next day. My impatience was now at its 

height. I prayed, I intreated, and conjured; 7 
but all to no purpoſe. Ah! Madam! cried 
I to Mrs. Love, you have been the cauſe of 
all my preſent diſtreſs, and you ought to do 

your utmoſt to extricate me from it. We | 
muſt return to-morrow—indeed we muſt; 
You are in duty bound to aſſiſt me. To- 


morrowl what a tedious interval Hun- 7 


fürn Silvia! 
1 ſpent the reſt af the day ak my nog} 


ter, being unable to ſeparate myſelf from 
her; but night came at laſt, and I was com- 
pelled to quit both her and the charity-ſchool? 
returned to it the next day at a very varly 
hour, and finding it ſhut up, thought all the 
world infected with drowſineſs except my. 
ſelf. What an early riſer you are, Madam? 
ſaid the governeſs, when the door was opens 
ed; the director won't be ſtirring this great 
while. Ah! were you a mother, replied I 


ak would reg at my n 
1 wilh 5 


of my huſband! I longed to embrace her, 
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14 will wait till the director riſes. Let me 


ſee my child —let me ſee my daughter, 
She is aſleep, ſaid the governeſs, and has 
need of reft; you cannot think how much 
ſhe was affected by what paſſed yeſterday; 
ſhe has great ſenſibility ; a ſenſibility uncom. | 
mon at her age. Let me fee her, repeated 


I—let me fit by her bed ſide ] will not 


diſturb her only wiſh to look at her—for 
God's fake, Madam, added I, grant my re- 
queſt ! which ſhe accordingly did. 

I was now conducted into a ſpacious hall, 


in which there were twenty beds, where the 
children were laid two and two, and three 
and three, Silvia being in one of the laſt. 
ol! Madam! ſaid I to the governeis, ho W 
theſe poor children are crammed together. 


That is true, replied ſne; but my houſe is 
not large, and 1 am in want of beds. 
When I came to Silvia, L found her aſleep, 
and remained filent by her bed ſide near a 
quarter of an hour, fixing my eyes upon her, 
and ſaying, mentally, theſe are the features 


yet 


— 


! 
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yet feared to awake her; and ſtooping to kiſs 
5 hey raiſed myſelf again without doing ſo. 
The governeſs at length deſired me to 
quit this hall, ſaying it would not be long 
before the director was viſible. How tedi- 
ous he is! exclaimed I; and Mrs. Love, ſne 
| ought to have been here before now—ſhe 
promiſed to come early—how cruel is my 
ſituation, Thus did I continue lamenting _ 
my diſtreſs, and accuſing Mrs. Love of want 
of feeling, till the governeſs, who could not 
convince 'me it was ſtill very early, ſent to : 
hurry her. | | 
| She in the mean time ordered tea to be 
brought, and J drank ſome with her; but 
often quitted my cup to exclaim Mrs. Love, 
will you never come! I at laſt heard a noiſe, 
and ran to the door thinking it was ſhe, but 
ſaw only the overſeer. Well, Mrs. Love? 
laid I to him. She is coming, replied he; 
ſhe is juſt behind. TI only came firſt to ſa- 
tisfy your impatience. You ſhould not have 
quitted her, rejoined I; ſhe will meet with 
ſome acquaintance that will detain her. 
OT. 0, OD 
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Cruel Mrs. Love !- you, who are the cauſe 


of all my ſufferings, come me, and put 
an end to them 1 
I had ſcarce kiniſhed theſe 4 en | - 
heard her voice, and running towards her, 
exclaimed. oh Mrs. Love! how unhappy 
you have made me by ftaying ſo long! I | 
- then put fome money into the overſee1's 
hands, deſiring him to drink my health, and 
excuſe the impatience of a mother. 
- The moment the director roſe; which was 
— after, I flew to his apartment, and was 
ſtruck by its magnificence. If the poor 
were ill accommodated, he lived in ſplen- 
dor, and never once reflected that his mo- 
ney would have been better employed in 
ſupplying each of theſe miſerable individuals 
with a bed. He received me with great haugh- 
tineſs, of which I took little notice; but 
thought him very tedious. He attended to 


what we had to ſay with great coldneſs, and 
then replied, that he ſhould enquire into the 


affair. I had hitherto reſtrained my reſent- 


ment; but this was too much to be borne 
With patience. 


Yoy 
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You will enquire, Sir t laid Low will 
enquire into the claims of a mother I des 
mand my child, and you muſt give her up 
to me this inſtant !—Who has any right over 
her but myſelf? and then recovering my- 
ſelf, through fear, have pity on a mother, 
Sir, added I; ſhe is my only child I was 
obliged to be abſent from her a great while. 
—She has been deprived for years of my 
- maternal care; but I am now come to fetch 
her, and will repay all the expence you have 
been at on her account. Theſe laſt words 
ſoftened the director, whom my warmth had 


only provoked; and he reptied, that there 


was nothing to pay, as his houſe made no de- 
mand on thoſe who were ſupported by it's 
bounty, though charitable donations were 
always acceptable, as W were ng n 
wanted. | 

I under oed what this meant, 5 pre- 
ſented him with twenty guineas; in return 
for which, he gave me an order to take 
away my daughter, and made me ſign an 

inſtrument to certify that Thad received hen 
I now 
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Fnow quitted him with the utmoſt precipi- | 
tation, and running to Silvia ſnatched her 
up in my arms, and withdrew from this 


| houſe, ſcarce giving myſelf time to thank 


the governeſs and Mrs. Love. 
Timmediately hired a room, where I had 
my daughter new dreſſed, and whereI vented | 
the tender effuſions of a mother's heart. Oh | 
Silvia! cried-I, - embracing her, do I again 
preſs you to my boſom !—nothing ſhall now 
ſeparate us nothing ſhall ever tear you 
from me] After having employed myſelf 
in this manner for ſome days, I ſet about 
collecting the wreck of my fortune, which 


I did not accompliſh without great diffi- 
culty, and without loſing half what was due 


to me. Finding myſelf” poſſeſſed but of a 
ſmall ſum of money, I now felt how much 
my daughter ſtood in nee} of her uncle's 
aſſiſtance, and therefore wrote to M. d'A bol, 
from whom I received no anſwer, but heard 


ſoon after that he had died of an apoplectic 


fit ſome time before, and that his widow 


was returned to her . in a diſtant pro- 
vince. 


as I had nobody to conſult or any friend to 


who had my huſband interred, and to whom 
M. d' Abol had communicated our hiſtory, 
only ſuppreſſing the manner in which I had 
effected Vareuil's eſcape out of his dun- 
geon. He anſwered my letter almoſt im- 

mediately; and as I had recalled to his re- 


horted me to make an attempt to obtain 


the utmoſt of his power, that knowing him 


to be a truly good man, I determined to 


tollow his advice. I now thought of nothing 
but preparing for my departure for France 


with my daughter who was entering into 


her twelfth year, and approaching an age 
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vince. As new troubles now beſet me, and 


aſſiſt me, I determined to write to the cure 


membrance a part of my misfortunes, ex- 


ſomething from my brother in law in favor 
of my daughter. He urged the neceſſity of 
my taking this ſtep with ſo muck'zeal-and 
affectionate ardor, offering to aſſiſt me to 


in which want is doubly dangerous. I began 


my journey with an aching heart, and. 


could not. again ſee "ws town where I had, 
* 
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lot my huſband without ſhedding a flood | 
dt tears. I reſted two days, and on the 
third went to the houſe of Monſieur Vareuil, 
accompanied by Silvia; but was not admit- 
ted, as my brother in law was determined 
not to ſee me again. I now went in ſearch 
of the cure to whom I had written. He 
received me with great cordiality, ſincerely 
pitied my Ae and after reflecting ſome 
moments, himſelf undertook to plead my 
cauſe with Monſieur Vareuil, and promiſed 
to endeavour to ſoften him in favor of my 
daughter. 1 thanked him for his kind in- 
tention, and retiring with a grateful heart, 
recommended myſelf to his good offices. 
bl He came to me. a few days:after, and in- 
| formed me he had ſucceeded in part Mon- 
| ſicur Vareuil, ſaid he, who has no children 
of his own, has conſented, through my inter- 
ceſſion to receive his niece, to take charge 
of her education, to give her a fortune, and 
to marry her properly 3 he has beſides con- 
ſented to allow you a ſmall penſion, on 
which, you may live comfortably in England. 
* 
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How, Sir! ſaid I, is this the manner in 
which you have ſerved me ? am 1 to quit 
my daughter, and to return to England 
alone? am I to leave her in the hands of 
a barbarous uncle, whoſe inhumanity to her 
father bodes her no good? What a ſervice 
is this yau have done me? No, Sir! I will 
never quit my daughter! but will thank- 
fully accept a moderate penſion, and will 
return with her to England. The curẽ, who 
aſſured me he had ino hopes of my propoſals 
being accepted, intreated me to think better 
of it, and accept the offer of Monſieur Va- 
reuil. But all his efforts were fruitleſs. 
Leave thee, Silvia ! ſaid I, embracing her; 
dear and only pledge of my unhappy mar- 5 
riage leave thee and with nen 7 
Juſt heaven! 
The prieſt, Hewes, was not edifcouniged. 
He for ſeveral days made uſe of every argu- 
ment his imagination could furniſh him with, 
to induce me to accept the offer of Monſieur 
Vareuil, without my being ſenſible of his 
motive; tho? I often wondered at the warmth 


. : . 4 
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N with which he ſpoke. I never once ſuſpected 
that he was himſelf eagerly bent on ſeparat- 
ing me from Silvia, through his attachment | 
to his religion, and through the deſire he 
felt of having her brought up in the Romik | 
faith: yet this was the true and only reaſon 
of his exerting himſelf ſo much in my con 
cerns. ä 
As my money. was almoſt exhauſted, and 
as I feared involving Silvia in my ruin, | 
yielded to his perſuaſions; and taking my 
daughter with me, went to Monſieur Va- 
reuil. He embraced us tenderly, confeſſed 
he had ated wrong towards his brother and 
towards us, and ſolemnly ſwore to repair 
the injuries he had done. He then haſtened 
the arrangement propoſed, which was to 
ſeparate me from my daughter, and which, 
tho” I deferred it as long as I could, I was 
at laſt obliged to ſubmit to. I did not how- 
ever part from her without enjoining her to 
write to me onthe ſlighteſt occaſion, and that 
in the Engliſh language. | 
I ſhall. not enter into a detail of what 


aſſed at our ſeparation, or attempt to de | 
cou ö 
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ſcribe what I felt at quitting Silvia. Svffice 
it to ſay, that my heart was torn to pieces, 
and that the woman at whoſe houſe I lodged, 

and who had conceived a friendſhip for me, 
promiſed to have an eye on my daughter 
and on her uncle's conduct. I now returned 
to England; and during the firſt year, re- 
ceived ſeveral letters from Silvia, who ſeemed 


perfectly ſatisfied, and I had only to regret 


her abſence. The ſecond ſhe wrote to me 
but ſeldom, and the third entirely paſſed 
without my hearing from her. During the 
laſt, I had been ſo much occupied i in reco- 
vering a ſum of money loſt by a bankruptcy, 
that I did not give way, as I otherwiſe ſhould 
have done, to my uneaſineſs on this account. 
1 came in with the other creditors for four 
hundred guineas, after much labour and 
difficulty, and was going to put my money 
out to intereſt, when J received a letter, 
which, by the hand writing, I knew to be 
Silvia's, and opening it with precipitation. 
read as follows. £ 
Return, my dear mother, and put an 
end to the ſufferings of your child! I have 
Vol H. N been 
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been in a convent two years, where the 
moſt oppreſſive methods are made uſe of to 
compel me to renounce my religion, and to 
bury myſelf in this cloiſter, I write without 
knowing whether you will ever receive my 
letter, as thoſe I have already written re. 
main unanſwered ; and as many have been 
intercepted by my uncle, who has long ſince 
compelled me to write according as he dic- 
tated. A penſioner and intimate friend of 
mine, who is now quitting the convent, has 
- promiſed to convey theſe few lines into your 
hands. Adieu! my dear mother !—come to 
my aſſiſtance or I die!“ 

What became of me on reading this let- 
ter Barbarous Vareuil! cried I thou art 
ſurely intended for my ſcourge! I did not 
however loſe time in unavailing reflections 
and complaints, but immediately wrote to 
my daughter, and to avoid raiſing any ful- 
picion, only told her 1 could no longer re- 
fiſt the ardent deſire I felt to ſee her, and to 


 Jpend ſome days with her, I accordingly 


ſet out for Dover, and ſoon landing at Ca- 
lais, 


— 
* 
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lais, took poſt for M, the common ve- 
hicles of conveyance being too ſlow for my 
impatience. Here.] ran to the houſe of my 
old landlady, and was thus accoſted by her. 
Is it you, Madam, ſaid ſhe; ah! why do 
| you come to this place? Monſieur Vareuil 
is informed of your coming, and expects 
you to-morrow by the dilligence z he has 
been buſy—has obtained orders to arreſt you 
as you come out of the carriage, - and to 
convey you to a neighbouring ſea-port, 
where there is an embarkation for the Iſles. 
What is it you ſay? exclaimed I, in amaze- 
ment; — can what you tell me be poſſible ? 
—where did you hear of this news? From 
my ſon, replied ſhe; who has long been in 
the ſervice of Monſieur Vareuil. I intended, 
to have met you to-morrow on the road, in 
order to have informed you of this ſcheme; 
therefore delay not a moment, you have no 
time to loſe. 5 

As I had not ſent away my chaiſe, I or- 
dered freſh horſes, and inſtantly ſet out for 
Paris; intending to throw myſelf for pro- 

Nz - _*m_ 
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| retion at the feet of the Engliſh Ambaſ. 
ſador, which I had a right to do as a native 
of England; fear making me travel vight | 
and day. 

On my arrival at Paris, l went to the OR 
tel of my Lord, and aſking to ſpeak with 
him, was immediately introduced, Sir, ſaid 
1, an unfortunate mother, and an Engliſh 
woman, comes to implore your lordſhip's 
ſupport and protection. They have taken 
away my daughter; have put her into a 
convent; and ſtrive to compel her to take 
the vail, and renounce her religion. T hey 
have beſides obtained an order againſt me; 
they have laid a plot to have me conveyed 
to the French colonies, and to have me 
mingled with the abandoned women WhO 
are ſent thither to people them. 

His Excellency raiſed me from my hum- 
ble poſture with an air of benignity, and 
making me ſit down, deſired me to re- 
aſſume my ſpirits and explain the affair to 
him more cireumſtantially; with which re- 
queſt 1 immediately complied, and related 

| the 


no circumſtance of moment. He trembled 
at the recital, and exclaimed with emotion 
—afflicted mother !—worthy wife l- Tes! 
will protect you !— remain at my hotel, 
which is an inviolable aſylum, and make 
pyourſelf eaſy; I will give orders for proper 
attention to be paid you, and will this very 
evening ſer out for Verſailles. I entreat you 
to be compoſed, for you will certainly have 
Juſtice done you. The orders you com- 
plain of could not have been obtained but 
by fraudulent meaſures, and will certainly 
be revoked the moment the truth is known. 
for this purpoſe I ſer out for Verſailles, and 
make no doubt of your daughter's being 
reſtored to you when I relate the fact as it 
really is, Had your huſband had ſons, as a 
Frenchman, they would have been ſubject 
to the laws of France; but you, as an Eng- 
lin woman, have a right to demand your 
daughter. Depend on what I ſay, and reſt 
ſatisfied ; for I know the — of this 
legillature. 


N. | 1 
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I was re- aſſured by theſe promiſes, and 
his. Excellency ſet out for the! Court at 
Verſailles directly, where he claimed the 
reſtoration of my daughter in the name of 
the King of England. To this demand 
he received for anſwer that he ſhould have 
juſtice done him, but taat the affair re- 
quired time. Letters were now written 
to M—— in order to obtain the neceſſary 
information, and anſwers ſoon: after,;re- 
ceived teſtifying - that my daughter had 
herſelf requeſted to ſtay in the convent, 
and that ſhe was on the point of abjuring 
her religion, her eyes being opened to the 
truth; to confirm which aſſertion, a decla- 
ration to the ſame purpoſe was incloſed, 
written and ſigned by her own hand. This 
intelligence greatly diſconcerted the Am- 
baſſador; but he contented himſelf with 
ſaying that he ſhould retire to reflect, and re- 
turned to inform me of what had happened. 
She is compelled, my Lord, ſaid II am 
ſure ſhe is they have forced her to write 
this falſe atteſtation, as I am certain her 
heart bears no pa't in it. 
* | The 
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The Ambaſſador, who was greatly af- 
fected at my ſituation, now requeſted that 
liberty might be granted me by the court 
to viſit my daughter, and receive the de- 
claration ſaid to be her's from her own 
mouth, in order to prove whether her 
change of ſentiment was voluntary or not. 
He further requeſted that a proper perſon, 
charged with executive orders, might be. 
ſent with me, to deliver my daughter into 
my hands in cafe the informations received 
proved falſe; and that the ſafety of both 
our perſons ſhould be inſured while we 
remained in France, where my affairs 
might detain me ſome time: which de- 
mands being reaſonable, were granted. 

I departed at his Excellency's expence, 
accompanied by one of his ſecretaries; and 
arriving at M——, went directly to the 
convent where my daughter was confined. 
The perſon who was charged with the or- 
ders preceded me, and was already with 
the biſhop, ſeveral prieſts, (among whom 
was the cure of the pariſh). and Monſieur 
N 4 Vareuil, 


4 
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Vareuil, who was very unwilling to be 
preſent, though compelled to be ſo by the 
orders of the King. I now demanded that 
Silvia ſhould come out of the convent, 
and enter into the exterior parlour, where 
no grate could intercept our meeting, and 
ſoon beheld my poor girl, pale, trembling, 
and broken-hearted. She flew towards 
me the moment ſhe ſaw me, and darting 
into my arms, burſt into a flood of tears. 
O! my child! exclaimed I, are you 
reſtored to me once more! never! never 
ſhall we part again! My mother! my 
dear mother! cried Silvia in her turn, is 
this poſſible! can it be!] but ſave me 
ſave me from the cruel violence with 
which I am oppreſſed! Oh! Vareuil! 
barbarous Vareuil! you are my uncle 
my father's brother but you have proved 
my tyrant ! and then turning to the reſt of 
the company, added—barbarians ! what 
injury have I ever done you, what crime 
have I ever committed, to induce you to 
treat me thus cruelly, and to compel me 
| to 
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to enter into your tnealites? and then again 
throwing herſelf into my arms, entreated 
me never to leave her more. Th 
The nuns now made an effort to reply, 
and to diſprove my daughter's accuſations, 
but all in vain, for I would not attend to 
any thing they could ſay in their Juſtification. 
The ambaſſador's ſecretary then ſaid, it was - 
needleſs to wait for any other proofs, and 
turning to the perſon who had the King's 
orders, added, it now reſts with you, Sir, to 
reſtore to this lady her daughter, The 
nuns again endeavoured to raiſe ſome ob- 
ſtacles; but the King's orders being read, 
they were immediately ſilenced, eſpecially 
as thoſe orders inſured the ſafety both of 
myſelf and daughter. The ſecretary then 
concluded his office by ſaying, his Excel- 
lency would always exert his influence to 
ſerve me in future with equal zeal, 

Thus was I rejoined to Silvia, certain of 
never being ſeparated from her more. I - 
now took her with me immediately to Paris, 

| and went to return thanks to the ambaſſa- 
N -.» wn 
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dor, who continued his kindneſs to me, and 
adviſed me to commence a law-fuit im. 
mediately againſt my brother-in-law. Hu. 
manity, faid he, will certainly plead your 
cauſe; and ſhould the laws be againſt you, 
your unhappy ſituation will mitigate their 
rigour. I followed his advice, put my con- 
cerns into the hands of enlightened men, 
and returning to M——, under the protec- 
tion of the monarch, began a law-ſuit againſt 
Monſieur Vareuil. I ſhall not attempt to 
enter into the detail of my charges againſt 
him on this occaſion, as my. hiſtory has ſut- 
ficiently informed you of their foundation, 
and only ſay, they were followed by all the 
diſappointment and vexation that chicanery 
could invent and cruelty practiſe, My pre- 
tenſions to being the wife of Vareuil were 
diſpated, and the papers which authenti- 
cated my marriage were rejected, becauſe 

that marriage was performed in a foreign 
| country, and in defiance, as they ſaid, of 
Monſieur Vareuil's vow. I pleaded my 1g- 
norance as an 1 excuſe for what I had done, 

- alledging, 
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alledging, (as I might juſtly do? that neither 
Inorany body in London knew Monfieur Va- 
reuil's hiſtory or religious engagement till 
long after our marriage. I went to England 
ſeveral times ; and after much trouble and 
difficulty, produced certificates of my mar- 
riage. But all my labour was in vain; and 
after three years of inquietude and vexation, 
the verdict was given againſt me, my pre- 
tenſions were annulled, my marriage ſet 
| aſide, and the right of my huſband to any 
part of his father's patrimony totally annihi- 
lated. „ 
Overwhelmed by this ſtroke of ill fortune, 
I returned to Paris, and calling for juſtice 
anew, applied for redreſs to the grand coun- 
cil. But the ambaſſador, who was on the 
eve of his departure, not being able to be of 
any eſſential ſervice to me, I had little hopes 
of ſucceſs, as I had no other friend to aſſiſt 
me. % UL STR 
however conſtantly attended my judges, 
in order to ſolicit their protection and con- 
ciliate their favour; but my daughter, who 
always 
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always accompanied me, at length unforty. | 
nately attrafted the attention of ſome of 
them and their dependants, and ſubjected 


me to the moſt humiliating propoſals on her 


account. As we were one day _ out | 
of the cloſet of Monſieur de , about 


| three months ago, we were met on the ſtair- 


caſe by a man about forty, who proved to 
be his nephew, and who addreſſed us in the 
moſt friendly manner. He deſired to know 
the motive of our viſit to his uncle, and 
ſeemed ſo much intereſted in our welfare, 
that I candidly confeſſed the. cauſe of our 


coming there, and being in want of a friend, 


ſolicited his protection. He anſwered me 


in the moſt obliging manner; and deſiring 


to be informed of the place of our abode, 
with an air that baniſhed all diffidence, bid 


us adieu. 


We a few days after returned to the houſe 
of the judge, and were told by one of his 
domeſtics that he was particularly engaged, 
but that if we pleaſed he would conduct us 


to the houſe of his nephew. Without re- 
fleeting 
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flecting on this circumſtance, I ſuffered 
myſelf and daughter to be conducted to the 
place he mentioned, where we were received 
by the judge's nephew with great politeneſs | 
and ſeeming regard. He deſired us to fit 
down; looked at us with great complacen- 
cy; and taking one of my daughter's hands, 
thought with two much familiarity, ſpoke 
as follows ,— _ 

You ſhall never regret, ladies, ſaid he, 
having been deprived of ſeeing my uncle 
this Pri for I will undertake to ſpeak to 
him in your behalf, and make no doubt of 
| prevailing on him to exert himſelf in your 
favour. Your ſituation deeply intereſts me ; 
and the concerns of this fair creature ſhalt 
always be near my heart, provided ſhe i is 
not inſenſible. 

Silvia, who is open, lively, and artleſs, re- 
plied in a manner that flattered his vanity; 
while I aſſured him he might depend on our 
gratitude and reſpect. I defire no more, 
laid he immediately, and hope you will come 
and ſee me often: but you, Madam, added 

| | he, 
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he, looking at me for ſome time, ſeem to be 
infirm, and therefore need not take the troy. . 
ble of accompanying your daughter; ſhe | 
may come alone; and you may depend on 
my honour. My daughter, Sir, rejoined I, 
with a ſerious zir, never quits me, nor ever 
goes out but under my protection. To this 
he made no reply; and after a converſation 
which ſignificd nothing, and which I was 
heartily tired of, I took my leave, reſolving 
never to return to him more; reflecting, as 
I went, with ſcorn on the injuſtice and du- 
plicity of men, whoſe ſenſes are fo eaſily in- 
flamed, and who ſo cruelly take advantage 

of the unfortunate. | 
Monfieur de Valoure (for that was . his 
name) ſuffered not the week to elapſe with- 
out coming to viſit us, and told me my 
law-ſuit went on, tho? its iſſue was uncertain, 
If you would follow my advice, Madam, 
ſaid he, I would have you give it up; other 
reſources may be had, and I myſelf can ſug- 
geſt ſome to you, as Mademoiſelle is not 
formed to be without them. He then en- 
| _ tered 
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ered into a further diſcourſe, which left me 
no room for doubt, and exaſperated me ſo 
much that I loſt all patience, ls it ſo, Sir? 
ſaid I with firmneſs—Is it to me, who ama 
mother, that you preſume to talk in this 
manner, and to make ſuch baſe propoſals? 
While we thought generoſity, candour, and 
virtue, were the motives of your conduct, 
we honored you; but be aſſured nobody 
while I exiſt ſhall enter my doors with ſuch 
a diſpoſition as yours. | 

Though Monſieur Valoure ſeemed ſur- 
prized at the warmth with which I ſpoke, 
he was not in the leaſt diſconcerted. Ma- 
dam, ſaid he coldly, do not be angry; but 
reflect on your ſituation, and do not reject | 
the offer J have made you: quit, 1 beſeech 
you, theſe fooliſh prejudices, which only re- 
double your misfortunes, and follow my 
advice. I will load you with benefits, and 
will marry your daughter to advantage; 
ſhe ſhall be properly ſettled, and you ſhall 
live at your eaſe. Monſter! cried I, now 
riſing from my fly, fly, from this 

| pions 
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place, infamous ſeducer! or I will treat 
you as you deſerve! He ſeemed terrified at 
my'rage, and inſtantly retired. | 

As ſeveral days elapſed after this event 
without my. hearing from this falſe charac. } 
ter, and as I had not viſited his uncle during 
that time, I began to think no more of 
bim, when a lady advanced in years came 
to hire an apartment in the ſame hotel. She | 
ſeemed very reſerved, and kept cloſe to her 
own apartment for ſome days, never ſeeing | 


any body, and ſeeming very penſive; but 
at laſt meeting Silvia by accident, ſhe en- 


quired into our ſituation, and paid us a vi 
fit. She appeared greatly affected at our 
misfortunes, entered into our concerns with | 
the utmoſt apparent humanity, and aſſured 
us ſhe had herſclf ſuſtained great ſtrokes of 


adverſity. - 


As ſhe ſeemed in a ſituation equally dif- 
treſſed, we cultivated her acquaintance, 


and an intimacy taking place between Us, 


we ſometimes walked out together. 


* | 
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Being one day obliged by a long ſtop 
of carriages to turn down a ſtreet, ſhe; 
who knew the way better than we did, led 
us through ſeveral others, and at laſt ſtop- 
ped at a magnificent hotel, O! my dear 
friends! cried ſhe, on the inſtant, how © 
lucky this is; I have particular buſineſs 
in this houſe, which I may now tranſact, 
and ſave myſelf the trouble of coming 
again; be ſo obliging only to follow me, 
and ſtay in the antichamber a few minutes; 
my buſineſs will ſoon be done. + 
As we were under no apprehenſions, we 
followed her, and were introduced into a 
{mall hall, where we ſat down, while ſhe 
went to the perſon ſhe aſked for at the 
door. After we had waited in this place 
about a quarter of an hour, ſome body en- 
tered, which to my great aſtoniſhment I 
law was the valet of Valoure. He was 
equally ſurprized, and addreſſed me thus 
—Ah, Madam, to what a place are you- 
come! what could induce you to enter 
into any connexion with the infamous wo- 


man 


— 
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man who accompanied you ?—They ar 


now in. treaty for your daughter, are 
diſputing about her price, and Monſiey 
Valoure is the purchaſer, who has bor. 


rowed this houſe of a friend. Fly! un. 


happy victims I- fly! added he—and ef. 

cape by this door, which leads to a pri. 
vate ſtair-caſe! 

It is impoſſible to Joferiby the terror I waz 

I ſeized Silvia by the hand; and follow. 

_ the valet, who conducted us, reached the 


ſtreet door, where we heard ſome body cry 


out ſtop thoſe ladies. The Swiſs however, 
thinking we were only to be detained in 
order to be preſſed to ſtay longer, ſuffered 

us to enter the ſtreet, where we walked 
with precipitation, and where he cried 
out to us that ſome body, wanted to ſpeak 
with us. We anſwered, that as we had 
no time to ſpare, we could not return; 
and then being void of fear, as the ſtreet 


was crouded, returned home very melan- 
choly and dejected; being taught, at 


our own expence, how neceſſary it is to 


be cautious of making new acquaintances. | 


'The 


us 
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The unworthy woman who had betrayed 
us appeared no more; but the money of Va- 
loure opening all doors to him, gained him 
admittance here, where he hired a room un- 
der a falſe name, and where we were obliged 
to ſtay on account of the money we owed for 
our lodging. We were laſt night free from 
all apprehenſion. I had retired to reſt, and 
all was quiet; but my daughter having 
unhappily neglected to bolt her door, the 
monſter took advantage of her neglect, and 
ruſhed in. You know the reſt, 

Thus did Madame Vareuil Gniſh her bit. 
tory. But to deſcribe my feelings during its 
recital is impoſſible, a thouſand various 
emotions of horror and compaſſion having 
agitated my foul in turn. The reſolution 
and fortitude this excellent woman had ex- 
erted during the courſe of ſuch trying events 
excited my admiration and reſpect, while 
my eyes involuntarily fixed themſelves on 
Silvia (on whole face candour and. virtue 
were ſtrongly marked) and who became 
doubly intereſting - by her misfortunes. 
| How 
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How happy am I, ſaid I mentally, to hand 
been the cauſe of preſerving tliis innocenſ 
victim from the ſnare that was laid for h 
And then taking my leave of Madame val 
revil and daughter, with ſincere prot flight u 
of attachment and zeal, retired to my ow 
apartment to reflect on this ſingular * 


ſuit, which I reſolved to exert all my ſki 
in order t to gain. 
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